




C U W O D T  Aln DIBPOOAL OF LEPRET ROOKS. R ~ P ~ ~ R T S .  kr.. rgrrnsn sr rm. 
~ t m ~ ~ r o r n c m  B R A N C H ,  QR h l m .  GENI. z IJLPT IF INDIA. 

0- 
l'he attention of Hi8 Evcellency the Commsnd~r-in-Chief having been oalled 

to the want of system in the onntodr. u*r 3ud ~lispuslrl of secret works. kc.. Hia 
Excellency desiren that in future the following regulations may be striotly 
adhered to :- 

(a) Officials to whom work. ~ P I  2 ~corct nature are issued. will be held penan- 
ally responsible for their aaft u~l*r ,~lv .  an11 thev mnet he very careful to keep 
them under look and k ~ y  : and llnder no circ~~ms&ncea to leave them where they 
are likclv to o h m e d  hp people who should have IIO accenn to them. They 
will submit &(,n tile let Jnnuarp -7) to the Intelligence 
Branch a return uho:ving t,ilat such matter is utill in their pseeseion. 

{ D )  When an . !6r1a' to whom a wcret work has been ienned vacates bin 
appointment or ic 5r:tr-ferred or procedn on duty or leave (out of India for any 
period. or in India lor : I I ~  periotl exceeding 3 months), all secret workn in hh 
poesesaiou if llelrl ill his official copcity must be personally made over b hia 
s u c c e ~ ~ u r  (be IN- wmporary or permanent), and a rrport submitted to the Intelli- 
gence I:rancli h j  the officer handing over the issueq showing that this h8n h 
done. The h~llowinyr IS the form of report to be made : - 

.............................. (:ertifirrl that J ; I I I V ~  this day delivered over to ......, the 
f o l l ~ ~ w i l ~ ~  aecrc: n,rarks issued td me by the Intelligemce Brnnch- 
-. . - - -. .. . ... - - - 

RruanKs. 
No Full Title of work I "if 1 z" 1 Explaining r-n of 

handing over. 

I --- 
........................................ Place and date. Signatv re.. 

Signatrre of receiziny oficer .......................................... 
In the caee of officers of the District Staff these reporta must be eent through 
the G. O. C. 

(c) In  themi% of an official leaving his etation under circnmstences other tbsn 
above stated, i t  in optional for him to hand over the secret works in hin char@ 
cu another officer with the above prescribed formalities, but if he doee not do so. 
he is na reswnaible for them daring his absence as he is during his prenence ab 
his station. 

{d) Permnal or complimentary ieeoes of secret work6 will be held by the 
recipient until his departwe from Lndia. when the secret matter will be retwued 
to the Intelligence Branch for eafe custody. or npeoial permiasion obtained for 
its retention. 

A ~ Y  H d  Qmrtere. I 
Si&, 1-10-1891. 





\ Report on part of Eastern Afghanistan and on Kafhistan ?\. . . 
from explorations made and information obtained by ,\ 

W. W. McNair, F,R.G.S., and the Saiad. ' I '  
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SWAT DISTRICT. 

Swat, or SiwBd, is a tract of country in YagistSLn, or independent Eastern Afghanistan, 
which, from all accounts, bore that name centuries before 4wm 
the spread of Mal~ornedar~ism into Northern India ;* but of 

the history of the ancient inhabitants next to nothing is know11 beyond its being recorded by 
Fa  Hain, that they mere Buddhists. The first historical event on record in connection with 
Swat is that at the I~egillnillg of the 16th century, ita ruler Sultan Udaist, whose pos~essions 
extended from the river Swat to BbrimCIL at tlre entrance of Sirinagar (Kashmir), was er- 
pelled from his domiuions by the Eusafzais, who at  that period had colonized the Peshawur 
district. Udais with a large following finally settled in the valleys north of Mozi15eral)ad 
in what is now known as the Hazara district. I n  this district there is still living a de- 
scendant of Sultan Udais one Samandar Khan a native gentleman who is in the enjoyment 
of grants of land in addition to being an honorary magistrate of the district. 

The presentaistrict-of Swat is bounded on tEie iiorth by the Laram mountains, on the  
south by the Ilam range, in wl~ich is situated the Malakand 

Country of Swat. pass, on the east by the Ghorband I~ills and the district of 
Buner, and on the west by the Panjkhora river; it comprises the valley of the Swat river. 
I ts  length is about 110 miles, and its maximum breadth not more than 20 miles from the 
crest of one range to the crest of the other: the smaller valleys which draiu into the main 
one are numerous and well populated, but none exceed 12 miles in length. The general 
aspect of the main valley is pleasaut, presenting au appearance of conti~~uous verdure, with 
village sites aud clusters of mulberry trees to relieve the monotony, wllilst the narcissus and 
tuliu are fouud on the banks of the river in their wild state. The Swati devotes none of his 
spare moments to gardening, and such a thing as a walled enclosure and orchard in which 
the Kabuli delights to wl~ile away the long summer days is not known : this is accounted 
for by the fact that, all the inhabitants of Swat every 8 or 10 years have to exchange their 
villages, for example, the families of RlanglRwar exchange dwellings with those of Mi11g6- 
war and vice versd, but not wit11 any other village; however this i~~terchange of abodes 
applies only to the Eusafzai population and not to other settlers in Swat, nor is it required 
of Saiads, Mullahs and Lateris, i.e. fighting men, to whom lands, termed "serai ", are 
assigned in perpetuity: the village of KotigrAm is one of those where families have dwelt 
for generatious without change. This system of interchanging was introduced by Sheik 
Mallif when the Eusafzai first settled there to prevent disputes and dissatisfactiou aricli~~g 
from the inequalities of the soil. 

The hills, particularly on the northern face of the ranges, are well clad with pine, 
poplar, deodar, cedars and other large trees. The amluk (Dyospyrus) and walnut, wl~ilst 
scarce in Kdz Swat, are plentiful in the upper valley, and in additiou to forest, the hill slopes 
are covered with an undergrowth of brushwood and grass. 

The district is divided into 2 sub-divisions, Bar Swat and Kliz Swat, the former or 
upper Swat extending from the soilrce of the river SaatQ 

Buh-division o t  Dirrtrict. to the village of GLligeh, 8 miles above l ' h i n ~ ~ a ,  and the 
latter or lower Swat from the said village to the jurlction of the Pa~~jkhorall with the Swat. 

* The Chinoso tnr~ellor Fa  Hain who visited India about the beginning of the 5th contury menbone the 
district of Hunt by nnmc. 

t Also knonn us Sultnn Weis or Oweis. 
$ Sheikh M d l i  was tho chiof priest of the Eusafzni: he with Shcikh Almd was deputed to divide the newly 

acquired lands. 
5 The nnciont namo of l l ~ i s  stream wne tho Saustw. 
II Knonu by tho ancients ua tho auralis. 



ESPLORATIOR'S I N  EASTERN AFCfIIAKISTdN. 

Upper Swat is vcry fertile and rar more populons t l~au  loner Swat; i t  is free, to a certain 
extentJ from malnrious and intermittent fevers so prevalmt about Thfinna and Aladand, 
olld the mosq~~ito is not f o ~ u ~ d  nbovc Giiligel~ nnd bey01111 Charbngh. That dread disease 
cllicllak (small pox) is not kuoen. l'hc products of 13ar Swat are snperior to tl~ose of Ku'z 
Slat, and although malrnrc is used for thc fields in t l ~ c  lnttcr the yield is in the ratio of four 
to three. Tlre fields o w i ~ ~ g  to a consitlcrable slope of tlrc snrfnce ground are laid out in 
narrow terraces one above tlre other extellding from the rivcr banks to the base of the lrills. 

The river Swat is the only one of any sire : i t  floes over a narrow bed of bonldcrs, 
I~nving its banlcs but sligl~tly rnised above its surface: 

Rircr Svnt. during tlre sun~mer mo~rt,hs, wlrcn swollen by the melting 
snows aud rains, it occasionally orerflo\vs. I t  is crosbed on jalas or inflated skins, a~~imnls  
llaving either to swim or ford it. The wntcr is clear and though tlre valley abounds in springs 
the river water is chiefly used, as the Swnti attributes goitre to the constant drinking 
of spring water. 

I n  Bar Swat, Charbag11 is the principal caravanserai and mart where a large trade 
is carried on with KohistBn, Yassan and the north-eastern 

and ril'ages of Bar Swat' districts; Minglin~ar is the next village of importance, and 
Ifingfiwar ranks as the third town of commercial note. The BunCris, when prevented 
from entering British territory, rcsort to tlre last named for tlle purchase of cloths and 
other necessaries. Kafilas seldom if ever go beyond Charbagh. The sites of the marts 
above meutioned are on the left hank of the river as indeed are all the larger villages. 
SaidugCln is a s~nall hamlet which has acqnired some note from being the abode of the late 
Akhund of Swat aud his morids or disciples. 

I n  K6z Swat, Thbnna is the principal village; i t  has over two hundred houses of 
- Hindu traders of the Iiarora* 'aste. Aladand is the next 

Tome and Tdlngcs of Kuz Bwat. town of any importance, being the ahode of the leading 
chiefs of the Rauizai sect ; it is also the Head Quarters of the Kwajozai section of the Eusafzai 
tribe. Batkhela is another large village and carries or1 a considerable trade principally in  
rice. At RBkhta lires Saiad L a t ~ f  Jan Baclsl1a11, who owing to the respect in ahich he is held 
and the influence he possesses could, if he cllose, assume supreme control over Swat, but 11e 
rests c o ~ ~ t e r ~ t  with merely acting the part of adviser: his iufluence is doubtless strengthelled 
by relationship to the Akhund of Swat and to Saiad Karim Badshah the chief adviser to 
Rabmatullah Khan of Dir. 

From the south, i.e. from Pesharur, there are two well known caravan routes, the 

Routes into ancl out of Swat. first by the Malakand pass, the second over the Mlira pass ; 
there is also a third route over the Chirbt pass. The roads 

to the two last named passes diverge from Palli and meet again at Thfinna; t l ~ e  Chirlt road is 
difficult in both ascent and descent and unfit for baggage animals, with the additional draw- 
back that there is a scarcity of water en route. Between the ChirCt and itfalakand passes 
there is a foul-tlr pathway leading over the Shahkot Kotal, which though steep and rough is 
well supplied with wood and water. A fifth route may also here be mentioned which leads 
from Abazai aid the Agra pass into Ku'z Swat at the j~~uc t ion  of the two rivers, and which, 
thongh practicable for baggage animals, is not much used owing to constant robberies 
perpetrated on trnders by the UtmBn Khelcj and Mohmands. From Bun6r there is a path 
over the Ilam mountain by a pass called Kotal-i-Malandri which enters Bar Swat near 
IlingAwar by tlre Sedhu durra, it is only sr~itable for foot passengers. 

From the source to the junction with the Panjkhora the route is along the southern 
or left bank of the stream, and t l ~ e  road is fairly well defined and easy, except midway between 
Mingliiaar and MingCwar where tlre path goes over a low kotal known as Shamali and 
again immediately below Thiona, where owing to the river being hemmed in on both banks 
by the spur of the hills frequent ascents and descents hare to be made. 

From the Swat valley to Dir, there are three rontes wfiich diverge from the ford 
opposite the village oE Chakdara. The kafila route on reachiilg the Uch or Unclrbna plain 
talces a westward course over the KCtg61a pass, crosses t l ~ c  Panjkhora river to the village of 
Miankilli, and then turns northwards over the J inl~atai  Kotal to JAnl~atai, Barawal Banda 
and Dir. The second route, also adapted for baggage animals, strikes due north from Unch 
over the Laram pass, croeses the Pa~ljklrora river at Killa Ribtit, a ~ ~ d  passes over the Barawal 

Barom is a sect a~nongsl the followers of Guru N6nak. 
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SW.4T DTSTRICT. 

Pass to Barawal Banda where it joins the first mentioned route. The third route diverges 
from the second at Killa Ril~At on the Panjkl~ora and follows the left bank of that stream to 
the fort of Chutiatan where it crossea the water by a wooden bridge and enters the Dir 
valley; hnggage animals call travel by this route. 

Prom hIinglAwar there is n route to Yi~ssan in the ChitrL1 district which, instend of 
following t l ~ c  Swat river to its source, runs along the lesser stream eastwards to t l ~ e  Kotge or 
ShaftAlu pass and tl~cncc along the crest of the hill till it descenda into the Gl~izar valley; 
traders utilize this rol~te, their merclrar~dise 11ri11g carricd I)y I)nltis.* 

Badraggas or guidcs arc not as a rule necessary ill S\vnt, and when one is employed 
he merely couducts the travellcr to the first vill:lge ejL voule, when he is relieved and anotller 
substituted, and so on to the end of the journcy. 

Half the population are Rlandans and their arrlnhands (fighting men) are estimated at 
somewl~at over 45,000, comprising members of the Eusafzei 

Population nnd clone in Errat. 
tribe, who are scattered over Swat, T)ir and along the Panj- 

khora valley. The Mandans hy some are divided into 7 clans :-Usmkn, UtrnLn, Kamal, 
Amma, Khado, Razars and Kkna nan~ed aEter the 7 sons of I+Iandan of the Kalnalzai sect; 
wllilst othcr authorities, notal~ly the present Alihund of Swat, reduce the number to four, ex- 
cluding UsmAn, Khndo and Kina on tlle grorlntls that Mandan had hut 4 sons and tlre others 
mere grandsons; the greater portion are settled about Toru and Hoti in British territory. 

Prom Arnma are tlescended the Daolatzais and Ismaelzais; of these two the latter 
are located in Koh-i-n~AhBbBn and Chumla, with a credited stre11gt11 of two thousand fighting 
men. Ch6rgulai is one of their principal villages in which resided the rebel, Ajah Khan, who 
mas hung in 1881 for sedition; and whose bravery when ascending the scaffold is the 
subject of a Pathan song : the Daolatzais are settlcd in SummaEusafzai lands, with Kapurgarri 
as their principal village. 

The UtmAns are divided into four sections, Alizai, KanLzai, Ak6zai and Sad6zaiJ 
distributed partly in British territory and partly in trans-frontier tracts; their fighting 
strength is computed roughly at  twelve thousand. The Akozai are sub-tlivided into the 
Bazidzais, better known as Baizai, Khwajozai and Rnnizai, which again are divided into 
several other factions. For instar~ce the Khwajozai have five cli~ns, Adinsai, Shamozai, 
Nikpilthel, Shamizai, and Malbzai, four of whom have their lands on the right bank of 
the Swat river, whilst the fifth, the MalCzai, are chiefly settled in the Dir valley. 

The Ranizai and Baizai occupy the left bauk of the Swat stream, and each have 
three clans, viz.,  the Jalams, ~ t m i n s  and Rfakl~as belonging to the Ranizai, and the 
Sohkls, Bahos and Sulimans to the Bsizai. 

The llazars are in five sub-divisions, all of which are within British territory: their 
villages of importa~rce are Yar Husscin, Adina, Shewa, Sheik Killa, Ganguderi and Bazargai, 
the last named borders on the frontier. 

The total population of the Swat district is estimated at 69,000 made upas follows :- 
Khwajozai 24,000 including 8,000 fighting men or Aslsha~~ds 
Baizai 19,000 ,, 6,000 J l  )I 

Ranizai 4,000 ,, 1,000 I I  11 

and 22,000 Gujars, Saiads, Fakirs, Hindkis and Kashmiris. 

Rice, millet of sorts, wheat, barley, hajra, khanjari, Indian corn, mastir ( m m  
hirsulum), bkkilla (potherb: and pens are some of the prin- 

Grnin and other products of Smet. cipal products, rice being the most plentiEul and the Swati'e 
staple food. Fruits are very scarce, yet in Bar Swat on the hill slopes, wild grapes, pears, 
quince, apples, pomegranates, walnuts and amluk are to he found, not cultivated, hut in 
their wild state: vegetables nre also scarce except shafts1 (clover) which is eaten either with 
rice or the dish shalalet. Tobacco and cotton are grown in Kliz Swat but merely 
sufficient for home consumption; ouions in a wild state are found in the Laram hills. 
The hills in Bar Swat are densely clad with piue and deodar trees and with bakkam (sappau 
or red wood) and pit wood the bark of which is used in tanuing: whilst of shrubs, the 
amaltas, manu, henna, wasmr, pina or l t l ~ a ~ ~ k a i  are plentiful. 

Honey oE two qualities, the white and red, is found in and exported from Bar Swat, the 
former is ol,tni~~ed from hives kept I)y ce r ta i~~  classes whilst tile red is procured from 
c o ~ ~ e s  and nests in the forests, tile latter being considered the sweeter of the two. 

* Baltis ore a olnss ~ 1 1 o  carn their lirelil~ood hy Bhing sorvicc with traders daring the s e w n  and aa o rlde are 
reliablc cnrr1r1.8. 

t Bhnlnle, nn indi5oront chickon soup to which ie uddcd dumharrc, nn acid borry. 



EXPLORATIONS IN EASTEBK AFGHANISTAN. 

Butter or ghi is largely made for export; Ichnir, tarbnz, and kakri of the melon 
genus are by aome g r o w  but with the exception of those in Sam Ranizai, they are inferior 
in 

From the wool of sheep, black and white blankets are manufactured which are con- 
sidered supcrior to the majority of those exported into Pesl~nwur from other places. 

Buffaloes, cows, goats, sl~eep, mules and donkeys are common in the Swat valley, 
but camels are scarce, those that are mct with being owned 

Animsls. by a class of small tmdcrs called parachas. Otters are 
fonnd in the main stream and are captured for the sake of their skins and oil, to both of 
which heating powers are attributed. Fowls are to be seen in every village and so common 
are tiley that a Swati never thinks of asking payment for one. Afonkies are plentiful in Bar 
Swat and prove destructive to the standing crops. Leopards and bears are occasionally met 
with, but deer are very scarce. Partridges abound in the hills and afford sport with hawlcs 
aud falcons. 

Throughout Swat there are no mauufactories of any note and all arms are imported ; 
whilst powder and percussion caps, are obtaiiied principally 
from Nowsl~era. 

The principal export of the Swat district, is rice, and the others consist of ghee, 
timber, wheat, baklcam wood, honey, blankets, goats and 

Exporta. 
sheep of an aggregate value of four lacs of rupees per 

a n n m .  

Salt, indigo, cloths of various sorts, cotton, silk, sugar, spices and such other arti- 

Imports. 
cles as are hawked about by an ordiuary pedlar comprise 
the imports, roughly valued at half a lac of rupees. 

The lauds in the district of Swat are first divided into portions termed " dnfter" 
corresponding to separate grants. I n  course of time as the 

Dintribution of land in Swat. 
family of tile original recipient increases the land becomes 

divided and sub-divided as follows :-each dufter is divided into bakrawari, which are again 
halved a i ~ d  known as nimakai; this last is again divided into pao, whic11 are sub-divided 
into chatakai, and again chatakai into sharshai : this parcelling of cultivated lands applies 
only to such as are under irrigation and kuown as sholgira: that portion of the soil which 
is dependent on rain and known as lalrni or b k h i  is only divided into bakhrahs, which 
means that the ground is not parcelled out to a certain family, but that the crop obtained 
from such soil is divided equally or proportionately amongst the inhabitants of the village 
to which the land has been apportioned, each family being erititled to one division for every 
kaodar*, it possesses in the village. T l~e  same ruling applies to Baudajatst. This method 
of distributing land was introduced by Sheik Malli and is strictly conformed to at  the 
present day. 

Khushal Khan, the Witty Khattak, alludes in his work to this distribution of land 
in the Swat valley in the following strain :- 

" P a  Swat ki  di da dwo K u f ~ a  Jalli 
Eo Magzan da Darweza-de 
Bal daftar da Sheik Malli." 

which translated meaus :-The Kgfirs of Swat hold two things in respect-one the mandates 
of Ahknnd Darweaa and the other the distribution of lands as ordained by Sheik Malli. 

The lands in Swat can only be held in hereditary lots by the Eusafzai section of Pathana 

Omer or poasesaor of lands. and however small the extent of land owned may be, the 
owner is styled Padshah or Pacha. The Mallezais of late 

have taken to the title, but not those of Sam Ranizai. 

As regards sholgira lands the Pacha on farming out his allotment receives half the yield of 

Revenue of Pnchaa the crops from such husband me^^ ns are prepared to offer their 
services as fighting men on his behalf, otherwise the lease of 

the land entails a payment of tlree-fifths of the produce; if however the Pacha's land is 
merely lalmi he receives only a fifth or sisth of the yield. A like amouut is exacted from 

Kandar or house, i.e. detached building. 
t B U ~ W  am helulete thnt have sprung up apart from the village site. 



an ja r s  who reside in handnq on the hills nnd ml~o for pasturing their flocks and herds pay a 
duty on a acale similar to that levied in Asmar; in adtlition to this, I)rndqjats have to give 
the K h ~ n  of the district a capitation Eee of one rnpee for each family and so much for 
every hundred head oE cnttlc, juht as tlonc iu Asmhr. 

The duty levied on caravans is 011 a wale similar to that imposed in ChitrAl, Dir, 
Asmrir and elsewl~ere; it is reccived by the Khan of the district ant1 not hy the scveral 
Pashas over whose larrtls the patl~way leatls. This duty is pait1 for all Swat either a t  
Th5nna or Alantland. Within the past three years all adtlitional import duty on a lower 
scale has been levied a t  Pitl:ti, upon traders proccctli~~g either way I)y the Mori pass, but 
this I I C ~  tax has not rcceivctl the sanction ant1 snpl)ort of the le:~ding Khans iu Swat, and 
there is every probability of its being very shortly removerl. Tlte annual revenue derived 
from the t a r  on caravans amonntv to betncen 10 ant1 15 thousand rupees. 

A t iml~c r -co~~t r :~c to r  ill atldition to paying ;I c e r t a~n  s ~ l r r ~  to the l'asha for every tree 
that  has heen felled on his rstate, has to give a per-crntage to the Khan of the district as 
well as to the ruler oE Dir, an extorti011 krlow~r as Pagrai. For example, a contractor 
having c ~ ~ g n g e d  to pay the l'asl~a Rs. 100 for a rrrtain number of trees, will also l~ave 
to  give Its. 4 t o  the tlistrlct K l ~ a u  and Its. 2 to the Dir Chief. 

There are two K l ~ a n s  ill the Swat district wl~ose offices are hereditary, one 11avi11g his 
" dufter" a t  Alatland a ~ ~ d  the other at  'l'l~hnna; but the 

8wnt Kl i~~ns .  
K l ~ n n  of Dir has the uoner to remove the ruline Khan of 

0 

either, provided that  he replaces him by one of the s ~ n ~ e  family, either a brother, son or 
nephew oE the one suppla~~tcd.  

The Sivati takes 4 meals in the day : the early morning one consists of a porridge 
made oE rice and I~ntter-milk eaten with a w o o d e ~ ~  spoon ; 

Meals of n S-wnti. 
the next one is a little before noon when I~rend cakes are 

eaten eithrr wit11 I~utter-milk or I ; I \T;~~.*  At the t l~irt l  rcpast, at four ill the nftcrr~oon, 
what has re~uairrctl ovcr from the second meal is ~ctneri~lly p;vtalien o f ;  t l ~ e  labt meal is late 

v .  

i l l  the eve~rit~g, wl~eu rice with Slialale or other vegctalllcs is eiitcu. From the abovc it will I)e 
see11 that the ordin;iry tlict of the S\rwti doc3 not inclntle meat or ghee : 11ving so frr~gillly and 
with t l~c i r  11:rl)itations filtlly iu the estreme, i t  is rrot surprising that the pl~yaical condi t io~~ of 
the  S ~ a t i  is so poor. 

The head-dress, or  turban, of the Swnti is worrl over a close-fitting sliull cap, the 
hettcr class are recognisetl by the ;imon~it of cloth it1 t l~eir  

Drees of men and women in the  vallny. 
t~~rb : tns  and by a style of folding : as a r111e the turl~au is 

white Jvhilat the rcst of their g a r m e ~ ~ t s  are dark colorccl. The kl~alku or chaplian is a loose 
garment r e a c l ~ i ~ ~ g  to the a ~ l i l c s  over which tllcre is always a lungi. The pyja~nas arc worn 
very loose, t l~ose  of t he  hettrr class are of silk. 1)11ri11g winter the Sw:tti metlrs a woollen 
clladtlar; those of the affluent are eml~roidcred mith goltl nntl silver thread. Shoes of either 
home m~uufac tu re  or imported from Bajuur ant1 l'esl~awur are morn ; leatl~er cl~aplies or 
sandals :ire scarce; but  sul)stitutes made of rice stalks are morll; they do not last more than 
four  or five marches. 

O n  t l ~ c  dress of the women some care is besto\ved and the clotl~s nre more crpensive, 
t he  lowest price OF their pyj;~mi~s is 8 Its., tvl~ilst thc best cost as mucl~ as Rs. 20. T l ~ e  cloth 
from wllich these pyjamas are made is 1i11ow11 its alacl~a snrl is I\ rule manufactured in  their 
own houses, From two to twenty threads oE silli b e i ~ ~ g  let in with the cotton; the silk as well 
as the cotton is 1)roupht fro111 P e ~ h a \ v ~ ~ r  aud S ~ U I I  at  I~ome. 

The chaddar, also called dupntta, is of Yesl~aaur manufactore, and is valued a t  2 or 3 
rupees. l1lre cl~einise is l~ighly worlied and is either of cotton or wool : sl~oes of Pesl~awnr 
manufacture are the ones most prized, pnrtic~~larly t l ~ e  styles known as Zrirdozai and Tukridar. 
T l ~ c  hair is worr~ plaited and well greased. To color t l~ei r  lips the women use the bark of 
the  walnut tree or the naorang dye. 

The men wear hair OII the head arld shave their beards; when a man finds that his 
duftar does not satisfy all his waute, lie sells his la-nds, ~vlticl~ 11e may only do to nn Ensafzai, 
leaves l ~ i s  country and erllists i n  one of the Frontier regiments. Attending to the mills is 
one of the duties of the women, and wl~ilst thus employed they wear coarser clotl~es. The 
men are not permitted to visit the mills so long as they are occupied by the women. 

* Tnwrn  is mndc rrith b~ltt~r-milk mixed wit11 spices to wl~ieh is ndded the flow of mish (kidney been). Tor 
Lewan is tho LL)YVO U U ~ ~ ~ I L . I I I L ~ U L L . ~  with fowl soup scnsonod with dumbarra and other wild herbs. 



EXPLORATTONS 1N EdSTICRN AFGIIANIBTAN. 

The women of S n ~ n  Hnnixni nre supposed to be better-lookir~g th rn  the genernlity 
of Swati females, aud arc credited \sit11 better morals. 

Except the turban, the whole of a Gnjnr's a r~d  Kolristnni's dress irrclndir~g t l ~ e  cap is 
n~adc  of wool, their overcoats are dark, nntl their pyjirmas 

Dress of the lnonendwomnn in tl~ellilla. whi te :  in the wiuter they wear n n o o l l e ~ ~  t u r l t a ~ ~ .  'J'l~e 
women also near woollcn garments : the married wear cvl~ite )ryjarnns ti1111 nose ri~lga, 
similnr to those worn in Katiriatnr~; the unruarried wear their hair fallirrg over their 
sl~oulders. 

V'lrile tlre Kuz S~vnti  female is of n pale, sallow com~tlcxion, her sistcr of Bar Swat 
has a tinge of color I~orderir~g on ~~~~tldirress,  but both are delicate and l~ave very little 
flesh, mlrerens the Gujnrs nud Kol~istanis are plump a t ~ d  well-conditio~~ed owing to 
their diet being richer, with more milk than butter-niillc for which the S~vatis have such 
a forrdt~ess. 

A Swnti Jirgn is n body of six or seven men, one or  more being a Sniad, electcd b y  
one party and deputed to itu opposite fiictiot~ to settle :~rty 

Jirgn. nratter in tlispute. The cr~storn is of long standi~rg an~ortgst 
tile Eusafzai, but of late the potvcr and ir~fluerrce of the Jirgas has bee11 on the wane :~nd 
their decisiou is not nln.ays acceptetl. If in an!. Jil-ga there happens to I)e one of' tlre 
follo\riug of l'ir Diiba or a h':rlinlihcl nud this intlividu;tl does not concur in the decisi~tn 
arrived at, Ire has to pny a fitre of a bnlloc,k and eventually lras to yield to tlre n~:~jority, 
provided al\rays that tlre decision arrived ;it is i r ~  accordance with Pulrht:lnn tenets. The 
food supplied to the Jirgn is a t  tllc outset furnished Ity tlre party s e r ~ c l i ~ ~ g  tlre Jirgn; but 
ml~ilst the dispute is being settltd the defcnclnnt has to  see that (111 their warrts are attended 
t o :  as a rule these Jirgas are open to bribery. 

The Swatis are blal~omedans of the Sunni faith, and style tl~ernselres '' charilrsJ', tha t  
is belicsers in  the four prophets: they ~rractice the shariat, 

Religion. 
nimaz, roza, 11aj and z~ltirt, all of slrich are considered divine 

i ~ ~ s t ~ t u t i o n s .  Tliey are strict ill repenting their prayers five times a d:~y, autl tlrose mho are 
not regular in this observance are considered but little better than heretics. The S~vat i  are 
liberal in alms-giving towards the support of masjids, widows, orplrans, tlre blind and neces- 
sitous, not in morley but ill kiud, and gener:~lly contribute a tenth of thcir income. 

The Rnmazan is cnreE111ly obser\.ed. H a j  is not i n  tlre power of every one to  nnclert;~ke, 
but those w l ~ o  have been to 3lecca can sell their title of Haji  to another for Rs. 700, ant1 a 
servant may go on this pilgrin~age for Iris master. Fridays are set apart for visiting 
mosqnes nrrd mnsjids a~ltl  thc nornen are permitted to attend public morslrip on these days, 
providcd they time their visit so as not to c las l~  with the men a t  their devotions. 

Amongst the Snatis reside the Wahabis, a sect with whose name residents in I t ~ d i a  
are f a m ~ l ~ a r .  T l~e re  are several membe~s  of the sect in Wahabis, also termed 3faolnpn.1 
Burrer; but tlre majority now reside in Koh-i-hlithalran, be- 

yond Darband, a~ rd  arc principally discot~te~~tetl  Hi~ldustauis : Ivl~en in 1883 the Saiacl vihited 
them they numlrercd between two and three tliousrnd fighting melr, and had their fanlilies 
with them ; amongst the wornerr he saw the phnJ' leaf, hut studiously avoided q ~ ~ e s t i o r ~ i n g  
them IIOR it mas proct~red, though it was olrvious they mere secretly keeping up commnniratiot~ 
with people iu India aud berng largely supplied with funds by them. Their religions 
influence at  one time was very great;  but tlrc several Akhunds finding their own power and 
inll~ience cndangered preached against and tlrern KAfirs to tlre true faith; not- 
withstanding this their ~reighbours coun tc~~a~rce  tlrem. They have three \vcll-constructed 
forts built on the hill slopes into two of whicl~ strangers are not allowed admittance; one is 
the magazine and store-room for arms, the second is that i n  which they reside, a ~ ~ d  the third 
is reserved as a serai for strangers, as well as being the place ahere  the inhabitants are put 
through their daily drill. I n  this fort there is a Hujra  or Masjid. The Eusafzais supply 
these Waliabis wit11 grain, and strangers visiting them are a l ~ a y s  well received; the conversa- 
tion is generally on Indian affairs. 

TO mourn over the loss of a Pathan who has met llis denth in Nang-i-Pakhtana, i.e. 

hlouruing and Funem, obserrancc, nritilst dcfc~~t l ing his own Ironor, is not considered fitti~rg, 
but to mollrtr the de:ltl~ of one slain in a fight or when 

murdered ie prouounced correct and in accordauce with Mahomedan tenets, When a death 
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occurs all the fernalc memhers of the family as r c l l  as thflrre of t l ~ e  village rssemhle in tlle 
room wl~cre the I~ody is lying iintl therc 1a111ent the loss by s t r i l t i ~ ~ g  their hcatls anrl hre:ists 
with considcrahle violcncc ; whilst (loillg this t l~cy  lterp time wit11 tllrir fcct, al~tl  proclaim 
t t ~ c  good deeds of tllc tlrparted ~vl~iclr is the signal to o ~ h r r s  to cxel:~inr " Fl:ii, 1I:ii"; this 
l a n ~ e ~ ~ t a t i o n  ia ternietl Vir aild is continaed till thc arrival of thc olrle.ut female w l~o  entreats 
of t l ~ c m  to dcsist. 'rhc Inran oE t l ~ c  IIlljra, ~ v l ~ i c h  thc il~tlivi(l~l:ll :ttter~(lcO, t l1~11 I V ~ Y I I C ~  the 
corpse ant1 read.* the l'unernl service; for such tlutics the IIII:~II receives the rlotl~ea t l ~ a t  t l ~ e  
1)crw11 died in n ~ ~ d  is lcd lor Eorty (laps 11y t l ~ c  relatives oE the tlcceasctl. T l ~ e  priest accom- 
panic* thc body to the grave-yartl, lroltlillg each and every leg of the charlloy on wl~ ic l~  the 

hotly i s  borne for ten corlsec~~tivc paces-n, crrstom called Siilorlill Kntlem. T l ~ e  I~otly is 
del~ositctl ill tllc ground, its l e ~ ~ g t l ~  lying north autl south, rvhilat tbc face of the corpse is 
trrrned to~vl~rtls  thc cast. After t l ~ i s  the assembly disperses ant1 the members of the deceased's 
family mourn their loss ftlr forty days ; dur i~ ig  tllc first three no rood is permitted to be 
cooltetl in tbc house. Owillg to  tllc Erequcllt migration o f  the inhahitants from one village 
t o  arlotl~er the rcspcct all(\ care ns~rally bestowed 011 grtives, are in Swat sadly nallting; cattle 
are ~ ~ e n n i t t c d  to  rove :it large over them, :lnd i~rstances arc f ~ ~ r t l ~ e r  011 record wllere grave. 
yards have actnally bee11 I~ ro~rgh t  untler the plough. The graves iu Swat are ns a rule 
eituated between tlre village aud tlle slope of the hill. 

During t l ~ c  spring season the  women rcsort to the meadows for fun nnd frolic, not by 
ones or twos but in large numbers talting their food nith 

Baatie customs. 
them;  on such occasio~rs they are nccompauied by Ijasatis 

(pedlars), nanians aud the RIasjid Mull:ths; other Inen are not permitted eit l~er to share 
ill or witl~ess the gathering; ;ill modesty is set aside a ~ l d  obscene s o ~ ~ g s  are indulged in, 
wit11 whiclr dancing is coupled; wl~ile some perform on the tarnborine (tamhal). 

T l ~ e  Sn.:it tvonlcn resort in large numbers to  fairs, rlota1)ly to t l~ose at the shrines 
of Kaka Sahib ill Nowsl~era and of Pir  Ral):~ i l l  n i ~ n c r .  On arriving in front of the shrine 
each womalr talies a switch about twelve i ~ ~ c h e s  I O I I ~  nnd erects i t  OI I  the ground support- 
ing it with stolles, this being a n  appeal to  the saint to bless her n i th  cllildren. llllk late 
Altl~uud 1)arwcza tricd to  prwent  this irlvocatiolr hy pronouncing it to be api l rs t  all Maho- 
medan t e ~ ~ e t s ,  hut hitllerto his reruoustrance has met a i t h  little or no sact:esu. 

A t  ~r~crldirrgs, occasionally, the women dance as well as the men, I ~ u t  separately; pro- 
fessional mus ic i a~~s  ant1 t1:lncers (dams) are :~lways engaged; the musical instruments in use 
are  the surnate, tambal and nakara. Of all the dances the hLtnn is the one most in vogue, 
and amongst songs the  cl~arbEta, gazal, lantlar, sandare and nalile are conlmon. 

Since our  departure, the Swatis have composetl verses in ho~ror of the chief persolla 
of our party descriptive of horn the H:rkim (Doctor) \Ira: successful in his trentment &c., alld 
llom Ratletshah tried to  bring the  party to  grief, but failed. 

Each kaudi o r  family has its own masjid as institnted by Sheik Malli, and the 
AI~rllah nllo is el~trusted wit11 the care of this llas as- 

Jumant or mnsjid. 6ig11ed to him some 1;lnd in ndtlition to tllat nl~icll l ~ a s  been 
hantletl d o \ v ~ ~  to him since Smat was first parcelled out  into daftars, bakl~ras kc. The Alihnnd 
(or l ~ i g l ~  priest) of Swat has the appoir~ti~lg OF a J lu l lah  to each masjitl, and this Mullah is 
daily supplied wit11 cooked food, t e r ~ ~ ~ e d  wazifa, by thc families of those who look on him 
as their spiri t~ral  atlvirer. Jlullahs are permitted to visit the fernale niemhers of fnmilies, a 
privilege t11t:y Sreqocntly ;il,use. lTritllin t l ~ e  past two years fonl Jlullahs wllose crimes were 
brongllt home to them, mere s h i n  and t l~ei r  bodies b~lrl l t .  S u c l ~  Mullal~s as shave their beards 
are  c;illed cl~utin khels. 

The rooms in the Smat houses made of mud nud lath are dark, very filtl~y, and witliout 
any attempt at comfort ; litter is deposited in the rooms in 

Rosiclenco and hnbits of the women. which the faliily sleep, and they are slrared with poultry a l ~ d  
~ h e e p ;  a portion however being screened off for the women. It is very doubtful s l~et l rer  

such dwclling places are ever cleaned a ~ r d  they swsrm ai th  vermin. I am nnt speaking from 

hearsay, but from actu;rl experlellce d u r ~ u g  a week's stay [it Sl~itbzadgoi. This style oE living 

also prevails througllout l)ir and ('hit1.81; but the KAfirs are much more clenuly In their 
habits and sleep in a separate room to the one in which they l~nve their meals. 

T11e men are very je:llous of their women: co~~serbation with a stranger entails severe 
corpornl pu~~islrmcllt, sl~oulrl a n70mnn elope her companiou l ~ a s  to  furnisll two females 
(termed Snoras) t o  the aggrieved husbaud. Tkc elopers leave their rillages nnd settle in 
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Sam R,nllirai; but the mall may by payil~p n fine of about firty rupces to the injurcrl party 
obtnill a divorce for Iris mistress, nvl~ilst a Further sum of t l~ rce  hu~~t l r ed  ~ ~ o n l t l  I)(! rcqr~ircd 
iu lieu of the Saorns; as lvug ns sucl~ partics resitle iu Saul llanixni the inhal ) i ta~~ts  thereof 
cannot nrcordi~~g to N n ~ ~ ~ - i - P n k l ~ t a ~ ~ a ,  i.e., Pntllau l ~ o ~ ~ o r ,  deliver t l~em 111). T l ~ e l n t e  Altl~und 

of Swat 11as ruled that an i~it l ivid~~nl r u ~ ~ n i r ~ g  away wit11 an u~~niarr ied  girl cornn~its 110 

offeuce nor can the parents demnud t l ~ e  restoration of their cl~ild so long as the m;tu I'ecds 
aud clothes hcr. 

The Kifir convert, Bnbu Jan, to whom allnsior~ is made ill the notes on Khfiristan, 
speaking of the EusaTz:~is sa!s " t l~ey are so iru~noral that to tr:~ce n correct geucalo;y of 
thcir falllilies is a hopeless uudertakinp"; 11e further remarks, "that so greedy are tbcy after 
wealth tlint they call the quarter of an  an118 property." 

Whcn R. member of oue khel or clan steals property belonging to a mernher of anot l~er  
or  co~~ t rnc t s  a deht and refuses to pap, the party nrlro 
is the sufferer confiscates the propcrty an11 1:ulds of any 

other i~ldividual belouging to the same village as the offender. This practice is known as 
Botall and the money and cattle seized nre styled Uarnmtah. No  q11arrc.1~ arise over Botah- 
Baramtall; while the unfortunate, nrl~ose o111p crime co~lsists in h e l o ~ ~ g i ~ ~ g  to a villnge 
m11icl1 I~arbours thieves, has to recover his prol1rrt.p the best way i ~ e  r:in from the first 
offeuder. 'I'his systcn~ of reprisals amongst the 11:nsafzai is of ancient origin and accouuts 
for the anarchy and disorder esistiug amongst t l~em.  

The Eusafzais in Swat are 11au~hty  i n  the extreme, pride themselves on t l~e i r  dcsccnt 

~ ~ l f . ~ , , , i ~ ~ ,  conrersntion,onacntofioin. and independence, aud c o ~ ~ s i d e r  no o t l~e r  sect of tlre l 'at l~an 
nlcut of guca~s.  race equal in prowess to themsel\~es ; they 11old ill utter 

contempt those whose lands they have confiscated. They love to  be styled "PachaJ1 by 
stra~igers and are then easily persuaded to fur t l~er  their wishes. 

A stranger amongst P:tthans is alwnps hospitably received (by virtue of the law of 
hfailmastai). T l ~ e  form of salut: t t io~~ among the educated class is " SalAm-alailtum" anrl the  
reply " Alaiku~n-Salbm"; but the ordinary Pashtu-speaking il~dividnal accosts the m:~gf:~rer 
t1111s :-"Star-i-Ilashi", "may your fatigue be removed", to which the allswer is given "ltoggo 
de Khotlai de utakha" "may you he vvell aud may God grant your desirc". I f  bo t l~  p:~rties are 
respect:~ble and of the sanle social position they eml)r.ace one a ~ ~ o t l ~ e r  four times each rc.ti11g 
his Ileacl first on one shoulder of the other ant1 then on t l ~ e  other, whilst both rcpeat the 
follo\vi~~g : " Jore, kbair jore kl~ushale taze khair dc". Not to return a salutation is considercd 
very insulting. The host invariably accompa~~ics his guest OII his departure for a short 
dist;u~ce and taltes a farewell hp iuvok i~~g  Gotl's I)lessi~~g. Such blessings are mcrely a form 
that must be gone through; instances are many where the guest after passing the limits of his 
late host's borders has been maglaid and murdered. Rl:\ilma sigr~ifics a guest and AIailmasti 
the food put brfore him. The Eusafzais are proverbial for t l~ei r  hospitality i ~ o t h  to s t~ .a l~gers  
and to friends of long staudi~lg. The richer the food the hiaher is the estim:ttion formed of 
the l~ost's liheralitp; as much as two pounds of butter are sometimes expe~~ded  in cooking 
a fowl : hefore sitting dowll to a repast the guest's h a ~ ~ d s  are m:tsl~ed by all attcndant, t l l e ~ ~  a 
blessing is askcd, after wllich the meal commences. One of the favorite dishes, into wl~ich 
indigo enters, is Tor Lawan. Tor means black. 

I n  briefly summing up  the chief cl~aracteristics of the tribe inhabiting Swat, i t  map be 
stated, that :IS a people they are 11:lrdy-hardy so far as the 

Bummary. 
nature of the Swat climate ~~errni ts ,  though no doriht the 

unhealthiness of the climate is due to the artificial cultivation adopted in it by tlle iuhabitauts ; 
wheu to this is added that the illhal~itants are genuine Pulthtan, i t  means that they are bigoted, 
superstitious and priest-ridden to arl incredible extent, revengeful, conservative and averse 
to  in~~ovations,  and, like all Asiatics they treat their women as beings admittetllp endowed 
wit11 reason, but yet only a shade better than either cattle or property; although appre- 
ciating truth in others thcy are themselves the very reverse of being truthEul : lying, intrigue 
and diplomacy-all thrce of which they class as one aud the same t l~i~~g- they spend years t o  
get perfected in; yct they have redeeming qualities which their 111dian brethren may do worse 
than imitate, inasmuch as manliness is by them considered second only to  their Nang-i- 
Pakhtana; they are collrteolls without beiu- c r i ~ ~ g i ~ ~ g ,  passivc to a degree, iujuriug nobody, 
aud hospitable to t l ~ r  veriest ntrauger. 



BAJOUR OR BBJLWAR DISTRICT. 

/ Tl~is  district is hounded on the north by the Rarawal hills, on the aouth by the 
Slirgarh range, which separate8 it from the MGhmund country, on the east by the Paujkhdra 
river as far as Shahzadgrii, whence the boundary runs in a straight litle to the Ja~~rlCl or 
Jdnbatai pass, and on the west by the Kunar ltiver. I t  is 45 milea long and 25 broad, and 
runs in a north-easterly direction. 

/ 

The district is entirely independent of the Amir of d b u l .  Last year (1883) t l ~ e  
Amir made overtures to the chicfs of Uijour, but they unhesitatingly refused to consider 
his proposals of placing thcn~selves under his sway. Some Bhjouris have been known to take 
service in the Punjab Force. 

I n  Baher's memoirs we read, that in the year 925 n.n. or n.n. 1619 the emperor sent 
a message from the Janddl valley, whcre he was encamped, to the Sultan of BLjour requir- 
ing him to surrender the Bijour fort: no particular fort of this name at present exists, but 
from tlle clescriptior~ given oE its position I am inclined to think that it must hare been in  
t l ~ e  vicinity of tlre present fort of Nawngai. The fort having beeu takenby storm after a 
two days' engagemeot, " tlrc men oE BAjour n h b  mere rebels and infidels amongst whom the 
"name of Islern mas nearly extinct were all put to the snord and their wives aud fnmilies 
"made priso~rers." The country of BAjour was thcn bestowed by ~ a f ) e r  first on Khwaja 
ICilan and later in A. D. 1520 on S l ~ a h  hIir Huss;iin who brought the BesGdr, a sect allied to 
the Brijouris, from their lands and caused them to settle in Brijour. 

The country of B4jour is considered fertile, and the climate  omenh hat milder than 
that oE Khbul; snow seldom lasts more than two months, 

Bijour country. but the winter is severe, owing to the north winds. Rice, 
Indian-corn, masur, wheat, and barley are some of the principal products. The Bijour wheat 
is considered better than any other that can be procured in eastern Afgllarristan and is largely 
imported into the PeslrBwur market by the RIalakand route, the bread made from it is re- 
markable for its whiteness. 

The following are some of the clans in the district :-Mbmun, War Mbmun, Ibrahim 

Clsna. 
Khel, Kilcizfri, Jandlili and RIaidini who collectively are 
known as TarkAne or TarkRlbue. , . 

The following are some o$ the principal towns in the district :-Asmdr on the left 
bank of the Kunar river, Nawaga~, Jallddl, Pnshat, Khir,  the seats of the respective Khans 
of Bbjour. Miankilli and Mi& are two well-known villages on t l ~ e  high road from Peshiwnr 
to ChitrAl. 

The population of B4jour ia estimated as follows :- 

Under the Khani of AsrniLr 5,000 including 1,000 fighting men 
JI Nawagoi 30,000 ,, 6,000 13 

11 KhRr 4500  ,, 1,000 II  
Population. 

JJ Pirshat 2,500 ,, 500 1 J 

>J J a ~ ~ d d l  15,000 ,, 3,000 II - 
Total 57,000 11,500 - 

I n  t$dition to this total of fifty-seven thonsand there are some 1,000 families of Hindkis, 
Pardchav and others who nre not reclro~led amongst the permanent settlers. 

One of its principal exports is iron which is sent to PeshAwur for manufacture. 
I t  is not erc~vated from mines, but procured by smelting the sands of mountain streams. 
The imports are salt, sugar, indigo, spices and cotton fabrics. Goods are usrrdly carried on 
mules and doukeys, but camels are occasionalb used by Hindkis from s r d t .  The Chief is 
credited with being in possessioll of some field pieces cast at Khbul and presented to him. 

, 
I n  addition to the five 8ub-divisionsJ or Khanis, mentioned above there is in the 

I Panjkhoia valley, a very fertile Dur ' 'valley) watered by 
Maidan Banrwol or Ildjour. the Maidan Baramal stream, which rises jn the Barawal 
Hills and joins t:~e Panjkhora opposite Shahzadgai, a tomu at  present under thelsuzerainty 
of ILal~matullah of Dir. The governor Sirdar Khan, resides a t  Maidan RAnda, a f f ~ t  on the 
lcft bank of thd Bariiwal Naddi, and has a folloring of:2,000 figl~tiug men. 
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Butter, honey, rice and walnuts are largcly exported to PeshR~vur from the Maidan 
Barawal valley. The clans inhabiting i t  are known as Mnllezai and are noted for their 
atiney and miserly habits. Thcy nre possessed of neither shame nor modesty, and seldom if 
eoere~~tertaiu guests, a custom so predomiuant in other classes of Pathnns. Hay;it Klian in 
his work ",Hnyi'tt-i-Afgl~ani" nlluding to the Maidan Barawal, spcaks of the inl~abitnnts 
as Barawnlis ; but they call themsclvcs Mallezni. Baranal is the name given to a rangc of 
hills in Blijonr inl~ah~tecl by Gnjars. These hills especially the northern slopcs are densely 
clad with chir, cleodir, seri and other large trees, as also with brushwood and grass. 

From Barawal BQnda there is a route to AsmL which is however only practicnble 
for foot passengcrs, and not utilized by traders. 

On leaving Barawal Blindr, the first village of note, westwards, is Jbnbatai, which has 
over 500 houses, the inhabitants of which employ themselves in sn~elting iron dust; smaller 
villages lie in the dnles 011 either side, an? are inhabited by Gnjars and agriculturists. From 
Jhbata5 an ascent is made to the Bi~lshai Kotal by a vcry bad road, the difficulties of which 
are increased by drifts of snow perpetuallyfoming down from the hills to the north. Two 
miles below and wcst of the Kotrl due south of the road, is thc village of Bilnda Shhib 
Sddiga~i where iron smeltitig is likewise carried on; this village thougl~ in AsmfLr tcrritory 
has been preset~ted to the Khan of Dir. The eastern drainage from the Binsl~ai Kotal flows 
into the Paujltl~ora, the western illto the Kunnr. Sfter learing Bknda ShdRgan thc two nest 
rillages are Bar (upper) and Kuz (lower) Dangim two miles from tlre B k ~ ~ d a  and about a 
huudrecl yards apart: on a hilloclt, between tl~em, is a well constructed masonry fort of the 
same name as the village. 24 miles furt/her is Dell Bel~d;id, and 3 tniles beyond that Killa 
Asmkr situated at the foot of the Barawal l~i l ls ;  8 miles more and oue rcaches AsmBr, the 
residence of the Chief. 

AsmL is a small independent prinripality, situated on tlie left bank of the Kunar 
River between Jelldlibad and Chitrhl, embracing an  

d e m k  Forts. 
area of less than 500 square miles. I t  extends to the north- 

cast as far as the village of Arnawai which commandsLone of the main roads into Kbfiristan. 
There are three forts knowti as Asmbr. The first on thc banks of the ?:-mar river is the 
residence of the Khan who has a metal eun here which was cast for him bv an IIerati 15  

.2 

years ago, and can he carried by 10 men. The second, also known as Saugar, is situated on 
a spur of the hill about 3 mile S.E. of the first, and is occupied by the persotla1 attendants 
of the chief: the highway from JellAlBhad to ChitrLl passes immediately nuder its walls and 
is completely commanded hy it. The third, which is better ltnonn as Prish, is situated on 
the opposite bank of the river in Klfir lands, facing the residence of the Klian. A well- 
constructed wooden bridge between the two forts is thrown across the Kunar river by which 
laden animals can pass over without difficulty. This fort was built to protect the bridge, 
and to give timely notice of Kkfir raids; i t  is rectangular has 4 bastions and the walls are 
loop-+led for musketry. I t  formerly belonged tg the KBfirs, but was captured by the 
Pathalls 15 years ago and h a ~ ~ d c d  over to the Khan of AsmBr. A toll is exacted on the 
bridge and a duty has to be paid in K a h d  money on merchandise. A further tax of a 
sheep from every flock and 10 seers of ghec from every herd of cattle is likewi. .e enforced. 
When not at feud with the Pathans, the KBlir traders of the Kbmdesh section come within 
t s o  miles of this fort to a place known as Prish Ashil*, and there sell their slaves to traders 
from Peshhmr and Badakshan. 

From its position on the Kunar river and on the highway from Jellaibad to  Dir and 
Chitrhl the situation of Asmar is commanding. The cl~icf, Hazrat Ali,t is wcll versed in 

I oriental flattery and etiquette and as a tallcel. rivals Aman-ul-Mulk the ruler of ChitrB1: un- 
like the lattcr however he has some education and can both read aud writc Persian: treachery 
and avarice are the tw? most prominent traits in his character. I n  appearance and manners 
very affable, but at ' r, a savage, he is very fond of gaudy and bright-colored apparel; and 

Phk&hil in tho Kifir lnngungc signilics the v i l l o p  of Prish. Ashil rnmning lramlet ~ n d  Prish the name 
of en ind~nd-1. 

t H a . G ' ~ l i  traecn his desccnt from Knrnardin t1.e gmndson, in the aecond degroo, of Terki\~o o r T ~ r U 6 n e  tho 
foundor of tL,c tribo of P a t b  who w called TnrkOU&. I 



, RAJOUB DISTRICT. 

when dressed for any state occasion, red plays a conapicuoua part on his person: the example 
eet by him is freely copicd by his rctinue. 

The Pesl~Rwur lungis that are worked at Urmur command a ready sale nt AemRr 
owing to the bright colors nsed in them. Singing is a pastime to r l ~ i c h  the people of AsmC 
are very much givcn. The sor~gs in use are similar to those common to the BAjouris. The 
Sammu diet* of the Kifirs and the ShrnAnakt of the BQjouria and Kabulis with meat or 
sugar occasionally added, form the usual meals oJ: the Asmhris. 

The following are the principal villages on the river 
bank above AsmL :- 

1. Sangar or Asmlr No. 2. 

2. Sl~iil, 3 miles from AsrnRr proper, the residence of the chief's uncle: the road 
leading to i t  is very difficult. Population 300. 

3. Sao, 8 miles hcpond Shil. Population 250. 

4. Arnawai, 7 miles from Shao; the authority of Asmjrr ia disputed here. The i n h s ~  
bitnnts are KLfirs by descent but call themsclves Sheiks and say that they look 
to Shao I3kbi of Dir for guidance. As a rule ' the only KRfiis that are con- 
verts to the Islam faith and live amongst the Pathans, are those who have 
had to leave their country for various misdemeanours. Arnawai though i t  
occasionally submits to Chitril, is virtually independent. The town has a 
pnpulation of a thousand souls, and in former days belonged to Miah Umar, 
Chamliani of Peshlmur. 

6. Limbarhat is situated on the left bank of the Kunar river 6 miles heyond Arnawai; 
the inl~abitar~ts were origirlally Kifirs of the Kimos clan, but are now converts 
to  the Sunni sect of Rlahomedans. Population 300. 

6. Umar is 8 miles from Limbarbat; its Afghan name is Gad. Population 500. 

7. RIirkantli,$ 7 miles f r o n ~  Gad, in which are settlers of the Kimdesh section of 
Kifirs kho are considered vassals of Chitrill, to which they pay a nominal 
tribute of butter and sheep, rercivil~g in exchange cloths of far-more value. 
T l ~ e  KQfirs settled in Mirkandi cannot be sold as slaves by the ruler of Chitril. 
Population 400. 

Large quantities of timber are obtained from the hills near S h a  and Sangnr and 
floated down the river principally by the Meahgins for 

Timber Tmdc. 
sale a t  Peshkwur. Ou every plsrik or tt.unk the Asmitr chief 

levies a tax of two rupees, in addition to which the dealers pay orle rupee for each tree, 
another for cutting and felling it, a t j ird for conveyi~~g it to the brink of the stream, and a 
fonrth to the Amir oE Kabul at LfLlpura, making a total of six ivpees per log. The Mohmands 
and others have also to be satisfied wit11 presents; so that every log landed at  Nowshera 
probably costs ten rupees. 

The popl~lation of the Asmlr district is estimated at 5,000 TarkRl;inis, one-fifth of 
populstion alld ~ i ~ h t i ~ ~  etrengtl, ,,f whom are liable to be called out for service by the Khan : 

Barn&. including the Iikfir and Kohistini settlers the total number 
of inhabitants amount to 7,500. The Khan has a body guard of 200 fighting men called 
Tiarltl~brs; any sudden descent by his ~~eigllbours would prove a difficult task owing to the 
chai11,~of forts erected along his frontier. The Iih&lJs men are armed with matcl~locks 
of Kabul manufacture r11d bows and arrows similar to those used by the Klfirs. Gunpowder 
is made iu the country, the su lphu  beirig imported; and the lead for bullets is sold by the 
KQfirs. 

There is a constant feud existing between Asrnrir and the Kifirs, which the Chitril 
Chief encourages, as it en~bles  him to get the surplus produce of the Kifir country into 
his hands. Should the Kifirs be disposed to attack they send an arrow to the chief: in like 

* Vide Kiiir diet. 
+ 'Tho diot Siminak consiste of wheat s tee~ed in hot water, the osscllce extrncted n ~ d  mixad with ground 

walnut,' rllol:.ozos. &e. 
$ Yirkandi ia on tho boundary between Chitril and Asmlir. 
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manner if the chief wishes to tnke the initiative, 11e sends them a bullet. The individual to 

whom is entrusted the duty of deliveri~~g the bullet or arrow is always of low caste. 

The people of Asmhr are seemingly eontcnt ; the soil is fertile nnd well irrigntctl, and 
yields two crops nnnnally, the clilnntc is favorable nnd pleasant, but the wirltcrs severe. I n  
addition to ordinary hus1)nudry the p o t  earns money by wood-cuttiug. Thc hills are ~vell 
clad with forest nnd undergrowth, cummin, i.e., zankai or zira and timmar* grow wild on 
them. 

Rice, wheat, barley nnd mnize nrc the principal prodncts of the soil, and suffice 
for the 1rn11ts of the popnlation: in favorable seasons 

Products of Asmir. the si~rplus _is exported to Kunar. The fruits arc plums, 
apricots, grnpes, melons, mulberries and nmluk, but only small quantities are exported. 
The walnuts from Shil are considered ns good as any to be found in Afgl~nnis ta~~ and are 
largely esported. The vegetnbles are turnips, carrots, radishes and pumpltiiis, the w i r ~  kalcri 
is collected in the hills and also used as one: clover and lucerne nre cultivatetl for cattle alrd 
horses. The vegetables enumcrntcd are only eaten by the better class ; amongst the lower 
orders, grtchi is the priilcipnl one in use. Tobacco is grown, but not in sufficient quantity 
to supply the district's consumption, the deficiency being snpplied by thc KAfirs. All grain 
is depositcd outside the village in Duliast. The IIohlnands and Umar Khels deposit their 
grain and other belongings in their respective gmreyards. 

The Khan takes a third of all produce, including clover, straw and hay : in addition 
to which, t l ~ c  ryot has to give the barber and blacksmith of 

Duties levied and on what. his village a certain q u a ~ ~ t i t y  of grain, as payment for t l~eir  
n-ork. On the iron, prepnied ill the  or Haran'al valley, the duty varies from Rs. 5 to 10 for 
each furnace (the same tflx is levied througl~ont Dir and UAjour) : in addition to the above 
amount received iu moneyj the Khan receives t'en or twenty seers ~vcight of iron which he 
disposes of at 8Iiankilli. This additional duty is k n y n  as n i l  and is uuiversal throughout 
eastern Afghanistan wherever iron is smelt~.dW~a_t&-mills, built a t  the cost of the ryots, 
become the property of the Khan, who levies one or two seers of flour from every rpaund 
of grain groulld : this is collected during the week and every Friday is givcn to t l ~ e  po8r and 
indigent$. Those living in villages or hamlets on the hill sides and who have large herds of 
cattle pay, in addition to a third of their crops, one rupee per family, four seers of butter 
and a sheep yearly. The priest class pays no duties : t l ~ e  ImLms in cllargc of Masjids on the 
contrary receive " PeshrrLza" which is a plate (pina) full of grain from each field belong- 
ing to the village in which each resides. These spiritual ndvisers l~keaise  receive n certain 
amount bom the Kl~rln. Aslabands or LRtnris pay no taxes, the Tinrkh6rs are sinlilarly 
exempt and further receive food and clothing from the Khan, 1)ut no wages. Powder and 
lead are suppllcd by the Khan to those on active service. The duties on exports or imports 
are alike, that is 1 rupee for every cooly load, 2 and 3 rupees for a donkey and horsc load 
respectively. The tax on timber has nlready been stated, but the scale fired for Meahgalls 
is lower than for others, as they are expected to make presents of pistols, &c., to the Khan. 
On one occasion one of this favored class failed to present his nazar and finally discovered 
that the greater portion of his timber had been destroy~d. From flocks and I~erds that come 
from Jellirlirbad into his country for pasturage the Khan exacts Rs. 6 for every herd, as well 
as some butter and cheese. 

The badraggas and carriers pay all their earnings to  the Khan, but those along the 
rirer bank to the north-east are less under control and more independent and have refused 
hitherto to forfeit what has been given to them as wages by traders and travellers. 

Iron, butter, skins, wool, cummin, timmar, walnuts, honey, guchai or kharare and 
musk pods are the principal exports, a,nd are conveyed eitl~cr 

Erporta. 
by the ShGrtang Pass or by Nawagai via Kotal Indartij to  

Kunar : there is a third and easier route by Tangi Nao than either of the othcr two, by wllich 
Kunar i reacl~ed in  one day from Nawagai. T l ~ e  distance betnccn Asmir nnd Kunar 
can be accomplished in a couple of days. The total value of the exports may be roughly 
eetimated at Rs. 5,000 to 8,000. 

Tirnmar or Darnbare. Tho needs usod in aevsrsl Patl~an diehes. 
t Duliaa are p~ta dug in the gmuad from four to fire feet deop and shaped not unlike a jar, which are 

plasterpd ihside with a coating of cow-dung aud mud, tho mouth of ouch pite aro closed with a wooden lid covered 
over wlth surface moil. 

1 Thin ajstem is univensl in Bbjow. 



DAJOUR DISTRICT. 

The imports into AsmAr are 1ndi:un manufactured fabrics, il~iligo, snlt and the 
o rd i~~ary  conin~odities that are carried about by a boxwala, 

Imports. 
in all valncd at 3 to 4,000 Rnpces. 

Nawagai is the second Khani in the Bkjour district. I t  is bounded on the north 

Naangei. by a slnlr fro111 the Lar;trn rnngc, on the so11t11 I I ~  the 
conl~try of t l ~ e  Sbpi, on the east by tile Mangora valley, a ~ ~ d  

on the west by the Pashat district. I n  this district there are five well-built forts: t l ~ c  most 
important bears tllc same name as the district nnd the second in con side ratio^^ comnlrr~~ds the 
ShinkLri or Tangi Nao pass, and is garrisoned by 100 somars who wear cb;~in armour and 
are called Snrbaland Kl~ans. The present ruler is a member of t l ~ e  Tarkine or Ta1.kirl6ne 
sect of Pathans named Safdnr Khan, son of I-Iaidar Khnn, a descendant of Kamardin, who 
divided the district of Biijour amo~lgst his five sons. 

The fort of Nawagai, se l l  ltnown in eastern Afgl~anistan, is situated on a hillock 

Fort of Iia~ngni.  i r ~  the KamAngara valley wl~ ic l~  drains into the Panjkl~ora 
river: immcdi;~tcly ul~clcr t l ~ e  fort lies the village of the 

same name in nh ic l~  arc over 200 Itouses. T l ~ e  fort is of (plasonry with 8 bastions and 
the walls loop-holed; it has 4 guns that were cast in Nawaghi several years ngo: practice is 
occasionally made wjth thcni. IVater is procurable from a spring witbill the fort. H o u ~ ~ d  
the village of Nawagai estcl~sive ruins are to bc seen which give color to the belief that it 
mas the fort of UAjour whicl~ mas besieged by the Emperor Bsber in A,  n. 1519. 

The population of Nawagai is estimated at from thirty to thirty-five thousand, among 

Population. whom are 6,000 fighting men (i~~cluding cavalry), all armed 
with matcllocks ; bows and arrows are not used. 

The cultivation of the district being mai111y dependent on rain, only one crop is raised 
during the year and this co~~sis ts  of eitlier wheat, barley, 

Cultivntion. 
maize, or kangri and a little pulse : pasturnge beil~g pleu- 

tiful, cattle and flocks are in abundance. Fruit is scarce, but water-melons grow profusely. 

The revenue is derived from the produce, some of the i~~ l~ab i tan t s  pnying a half, otl~em 

Revenue. 
a fourth and fifth of the yield ; no duty is levied on imports 
or exports. The Khan pays some of his servants in kind, 

a t  the rate of 16 maunds of grain per man per anuum. 

Wheat and wool are exported, whilst rice, cloth and arms of Kabul rnnnufacture are 

Exporte snd importe. 
the principal imports. Stolen rifles of English manufacture 
are to be seen with the KhauJs personal attendants. 

r" 
From Peshirwur on the south to Nawegai, tlre first stage is Matta (Mognlkhel) in the 

Routee. 
Doaba di trict; during the 2nd day's journey the Al ika~~di  ;J 
or Inzan Kotd has to be passed, which is always infested 

with robbers, and there is a scarcity of water : a halt is generally made at Pantlidli (Mohmiiid 
Tarukzai), the third stage is GandLb (a large Rfohrnand pergunnah), ronte ensy ; the fourtb 
Badisin in the SApi country and thefiEt11 Xawagai. Nakr is thc last of the Rlohmnnd villager 
en route. 'l'bis route, though prncticablc for baggage animals and kafilas, is, owing to tllc 
prevalence of rol,bers, not mucl~ uscd. The most freqr~ented route from the, west is along the 
bnnlts of the Kunar to Pashat over Kotal-i-Sir-i-Lara or Spins Shnka. From the north 
there is no proper roi~te, but from t l ~ e  east one runs from Mia~lkilli along the Kh6luei river 
to its source by the Mangar Khala Pass. 

Feuds exist between the Nawagai Chief and those of Kunar, KIIQ aud Pashat. 

Janddl is the third Khini in Dtijour. T l ~ e  district ig bounded on the north by the 
southern slopes of the Barawal range, op the sout l~ by the 

Jandbl. Umnr Khel, on the east by the Panjkhora and on the west 
by Pashat and Kh&r. The name is of ancient origin and at oue time embraced all the coun- 
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try tilet now comprises B6jour. Thy prescnt ruler is Uinnrn Khan son of Amkn Khan, son 
of FR&talab Khnn, son of Hyilt Kllnn, so11 of Afzal Khnu, son of Ibrnhim Khnn, sou of Ka- 
mardin of Nawagai. Umara Khnu Ilinlsell says IIC is n Mast IChcl, O I I C  of t l ~ c  lesser sections 
of thc gusdzni; his nge is bet\vecn thirty and thirty-five. Hitherto 11e l ~ a s  hecn the more 
succesaf 1 in the feud betivccn himself and ltnl~n~atullah of Dir; his district is smallcr than 
Nawngl  but tho revc~ue  is conridernbly more. U ~ h e r  iu his memoirs nlludes to being 
encamped in the Jandil valley. 

The population is estimated at 15,000 souls inclusive of 3,000 LBtaris or fighting men 
nnd 250 cavalry or sowars. The K l ~ a n  is credited with 

Populmtion. a certain amount of wealth, and is personally popular; the 
district is contented with his government. The fort of Barua in which the Chief lives is of 
stone structure and contains a field piece. - 

The country is irrigated nnd largely cultivated; the climate is salubrious, and the 
winters ouly occasionnlly severe ; the valleys are fertile and 

Country and cllnotc. 
the streams which are fed by springs have a plentiful supply 

of water throughout the year. 
1 

Faiztalnb Khan, the grandfather of the present ruler, foreseeing the never-ending feud 
with the Khan of Dir, comnienced the erection of a chain of forts along his borders with a 
view to preventing his southern neighbolirs from making inroads into his district, whilst 
engaged elsewhere. His example was neglected by his son Amlin Khan, but the present riiler 
has not only revived the feud with Dir, but is strenuous in his endeavours to erect strong- 
holds all over Jandil. The Khan, though exercising supreme control over lris ryots, does 
not practise the tyranny of his grandfuther. 

The following aresome of the principal forts:-Kbtgai, Mashkan, Tbr Gnndsi, Shinzai, 

Forts. 
Killa Harif, T6r Killa, Anlpi, Shina, Kknbat, Dangara, 
Pir Killa. Manda and Kurt Kani. the two last of which are 

to prevent inroads from the south, and the two first to guard the northern frontier. The 
route from Swat to Aliankilli is easy and free from robbers. 

A 

The village of Miankilli being on the high road between Peshliwur and 13adakshan 

Visges .  
is well kuown throughout eastern Afghanistdn : i t  con- 
tains upwards of 1,500 l~ouses, the inhabitants being 

chiefly merchants, artizans, blacksmiths, slroemalcers, parachas and Hindki traders. Milr, 
which lies 7 miles nortl~ of Miankilli, is another large village, containing over 1,000 Iiouses. 
Bfiankilli and IliLr carry on a large trade with Badalcshan, Bokhlira and other portions of 
enstan and north-eastern Afghanistan, whilst the parachas occasionally go westwards to  
Kdfiristrn and bring away female slaves, who command a sale amongst travellers 
from beyond the Hiudu Kush. Both these villages are reputed wealthy ; the manufactures 
are iron, curing of skins, gunpowder, percussion caps, and bows and arrows of a superior 
quality. Sangar, Gangi killa, Gulderi or Qulder are some of the Sbfi villages. 

I n  addition to the Tarkll&ne sect, there are several other clans located along the 
southern borders of this district, such as the SRfi or Slpi, 

W s  nnd clans in JandG1. , Kandl~liri, Riiisuds, GurbRz, Vah6ri or Kataakri, Kikizai and 
Khadikhel, the last of which are also to be met with in Naaagai and Pashat about Surkamar. 

Hapat ~ h a h  alluding in his work on ~ f ~ h a n i s t a n  to the Shfi* states that they 
number in all 12,000 families, but judgiug from what I was told by the present Akhund of 
Swat, who is of the Slifi tribe, and others I think the number is under estimated. The 
Akhund increases it by Iwo-thirds, as follorrs :-8,500 souls in  Bhjour and 2,400 liouses in  
Laghman, Tagao, Nijrao and Pesl~lwur. 

Dehganst, Hindkis and sllinwarib are also to be met with in Janddl, the Dchgans/ 
are employed in the manufacture of gunpontler and are adepts in curing skins, the Hindkis 
are professional traders ; whilst the Slrinwaris are generally employed in attendance on the 
IWan of Jandil, and in guarding his eastern froutier towards the Panjkhora river. 

The 8U sect during Beber's time wero Kllirp, hut later on the Pcrnisn inrnder Nadir Sllnh alludes to tho 
8ffi occuppng portions of Lagl~man and 1110 Tngoo rulley. 

t Some say of this sect that they are Amhs, otl~ors Hindus or K i h  who ore scattered over afghoaiatan 
numbermg about Z5,000 aoulm : their language in h o a n  as Drehai. 



Umara Kllan's revenue has 1)y somc 1~cc11 cstimntcd at a lac, but t l~ i s  is escesaivc, nnd 
11olf that amount would 1)c newer his annunl income. The Rcrcnuc. 
value oE mcrchar~dise passing annually through Miankilli 

and Rliir is slightly less than a couple of lacs. 

T l ~ e  produce of the land is similnr to that of Swat and Asmlr and tlre taxea to thoae 
of Nalvagai. 

Pashat in comparison with the three previous Khnnis of B4jour, ia insignificant. 
Aslnm Khan, the chief, has fled from his country and is at 

Paellnt. 
presei~t 3 fugitive in PesllCwur. He is descended from 

Kamardin, being the son of EIamid Khan, who waa the son of Painda KL&, son of Sa18 
Khan, son of RILdLh Khan, the son of Kamardiu. 

/- 
This district has now been annexed by Nawagai. I n  former days the Khan had a 

following of 500 fighting men. The country is dependent on rain for its water. 

This Khani is also small and, but for the protectiou of the Jandlil chief, would h a y  
been absorbed by Nawagai. Dilaram Khan, the chief, is the son of Mirza Amtin Khan, 
ant1 the grandson of Kamnrdin. During the lifctime of the latter, Nawagai, Jandlil ~ n d  
Pashat, ns far as Chigan Serai on the banks of the Kunar, owned allegiance to KhC. ~ i l a r a m  
has a following of 1,600 fighting men. The soil of the country is in parts rich, but the east 
is dependent on rain. 

The village of Kh&, the msidence of the Khan, contains from 5 to 6 hundred houses 
and is situated on a small stream of tlie mme nnrqe midway between Miankilli and 
Nawagni. The Khan's income does not exceed 5,000 Kal~uli rupees. 

DfR DISTRICT. 

The name Dir is of Kbfir origin. The district of Dir is in the heart of the mountains: 
the population is greater than that of Swat and in addition 

DL. to the Mnllezai, who are the present proprietors of the land, 
embraces members of many sects. Cultivation is confined principally to the valleys, and to 
the lower slopes of hills which are terraccd. One of the side valleys as well as the residence 
of tlie Khan are also known under the name of Dir. The latter is an irregular fort of mud 
and stone, ill-kept and fast going to ruin, situated 5,G50 feet above sea level, on a flat spur 40 
to  50 feet high; it  is used solely by the Khan and his followers. The village of Dir, better 
l tno~rn as Ariankot, is similarly situated, but detached from the fort by a small stream; it  
contains 500 I~ouses. 

This district is bounded on the north and north-west by the Lowarai mountains, on the 
soutli-east by the Lnram range, on the east by t l ~ e  Gorband 

Boundary of DL. hills, and on the south by AsmLr, Jandlil and Biijour proper. 
I t  comprises the folloving sub-divisions correvpoudi~~~ to the ~rincipal valleys :-Tblirsh, 
Maidnn Birjour, JLnbatai, KhQuna, Ribit,  Bibiar, HAtitang, Shahzadgai, Shiiingal, and the 
Dir vnlley. 

The Dir valley from the Lowarai Kotal to  the Panjkhora river is slightly over 15 
miles iu length and does not exceed two miles in hreadtl~. 

Dir Valley. PnnSkot is the only other large village besides Dir and is 
four miles distant from i t ;  i t  is the rcsidel~ce of Ashraf Khan, t l ~ e  third son of the ruler 
Rallmatullah. The poplllation is estimated at 6,000, n third of whom arc Aslabands, the 
proportion being greater than in other valleys oming to the proximity of the Klfirs. The 
route from Dk to Chitrhl pnescs throllgh this valley. Ancient remaius and ruins are to be 
sccn dotted about the vnlley alrd would well repay the researches of nu archzologist. 



EXPLORATIONS 13' EASTERN AFGHANISTAN. 

This valley is situated at the sotu-cc of the Pnnjlthora river, nnd was anncxcd after the 
Eusnfznis 11nd conquercd Dir from the KAfirs; i t  is ]low 

Valley of TilJs11, or T.4lriehi. gorcrncd by two Khans under Rnhnlatullnh; tLc populntiolr 
is nt from 10 to 1 tlioasantl s o ~ ~ l s ,  of which 2,600 are availnble for service. Hill 
me11 anti Glijars nre nnnlerous but there are 110 hlallezais; it is said that the hill men were 
formerly Rnjpoots al~tl nrere conrcrtcd to thc Islam Snilli. The valley is very fertile, and 
the clirrlnte plcnsn~~t but the winter is rery sevtre. Two crops nre annually raised in the glens 
but the hill slopes yield only one. The products are similar to  those of Swat, snve that 
wl~cat tnkes the place of rice. The men are reported of quiet disposition, and make 
excellent ngriculturists. The niusk deer is f o ~ u ~ d  in lnrge numbers. This valley is not to be 
codouuded with the TillRsh tlint lies at the junction of the Pan,jltlrora and Swat streams. 
The word Tilirsh derives its name from two KLfir brothers naniecl Tli and Lish;  the former 
held lands about Serni, the latter about Gumbatai; the Khfirs migrated north-eastwards 
when the country was conqnerecl I)y the fifalioniedans nt the beginning of the 11th century, 
to  the head of the Panjkhora river and there formed a new colony under the brothers 1'6 
and Lilsh which new abode likewise received the name of l'ilirsll or Tiilislii given not so 
much after the joint surnames of the leaders, as signifying that having searched (TBlAsh) 
they had at last secured a resting place. 

The following are some of the principal Tililsh villages :-Tall Pitrklc, LBmbutai, GB- 
waldiii, Barikbt, Galkbt, Bcir, B615, HayRgB and Sl~reth. 

This valley of Maidau has nlready been described as a part of Bfijour, for the reason 
that altliough it  is a t  present governed by Dir the natives 

Maidon Bjour. 
are too conservative to speak of the tract as other than 

appertaining to Bkjour country. 

Jtinbatai though a small and narrow valley affords excellent pasturage for cattle and 

Jinbatni. sheep which are driven thither during the season : the owners 
pay a duty in kind to the Khan of the valley. A greac quantity 

of iron is worked up in the valley. The inhabitants speak a language different to KBEri, 
Chitrkli or Pashtu, but similar to the dialect in use in the Astor valley in Kashmir territory. 
The Chief of this place is Sirdar Khan of Bnramal Banda, and the tract is included in Dir 
proper; the population is rougl~ly estimated at  2,000, of this nuniber 400 are fighting men. 

The Khhluna valley embraces that portion of the Panjkhora river which lies between the 
forts of RAblit and Cl~utintan, the tribes occupying this tract urns. are the Sultiin Khel and AkhonzAda Khel sections of the 

Mallezai; the population is estimated at 7,500 or 1,500 houses, each l~ouse furnishing a fighting 
man. I n  addition to ngricultural labour several are engaged in trade with Pesl~liwur and 
Badakshnn, these traders are known as paraclras and are reputed ~ e a l t h y .  Ghee manufactured 
by the Gujars is one of the principal exports. The sects above mentioned are rebellious 
and at constaut feud with each other, and it  is owing to this that traders avoid passing 
through the valley en route from Swat to Dir. TVith strangers they take umbrage on the 
slightest provocation, aud though reputed hospitable are yet ever ready to rob. Fish abound 
in the main strenln but are uot as a rule caught because Pathans do not eat them. Here the 
division of land is not after Sheikh 3lalli's ruling, but should any one be disposed to sell i t  
can only be to a llallezai. The llillv on either side of the Panjkhora abound in timl~er, but 
nature is not nssisted in the valleys by the il~hnbitnnts, and such fruits aa are procurable 
have not much culture bestowed on them. A Khan or governor appointed by the ruler of 
Dh resides in the valley. 

Rhbtit is of rery small extent: it taltes its name from the fort which is situated on 

=bit. 
the Panjkhora, on the highway from Swat to Dir. This 
fort is built of stone and mortar with four bastions or towers 

and is commodious, but there is no eupply of water within its walls. From its position 
on a hillock it  commauds the entrance to the Laram pass; a small garden immediately below 
the fort and on the river bank is well cured for. The Khan of RAbAt is brother-in-law to 
tlie ruler of Dh and has a following of 600 men : the population of this tract does not 
exceed 3,000. I noticed here several English carbines which I was told were purchased 
immediately after the Umbegla Campaign of 1863. Cartridges are procured from Peshfiwnr. 
The Khan is held in great respect by his subjects, and is renowned for his hospitality, never 
failing to return g f t  for &t. Butter and honey (the last is collected from hives) are largely 
exported either through IIindus or bleahgans. 



( 17 1 
DIR DISTRICT. 

The valley of Bibiar is very narrow mtl hemmed in by high hills on either side, which 
prevent the sun shining on it except ahout n~idtlay. It Bibisr. 
possesses a fort, situated on the right hank of the Palljkhora, 

a mile above the fort of RQhiit. The Khan is a so11 of the chief of Dir, his predecessor the 
younger brother to the Khan of Rkbit, rcsigncd as he forlnd that he had more to pay to 
Rnhmatullal~ of Dir thnn his actual income. The structure of the fort is rectallgulor and 
built of ~ n u d  and stone. Tile strength of the Khau's fighting men is estimated at 800 which 
would give a populntion of about 4,000. 

HBtitang is a small tract betwee11 R6hQt and Barna of Jandhl possessing one fort; 
Hititang. the population is 1,600 including 300 Aslabands. 

C, 

Shahzadgai fort is aituated in I-a-Serai lnl~ds on the banks of the Panjkl~ora. The four 
malls aud bastions of t l ~ c  builtling are in good repair and 

Bhahzadgai (I-a-Semi). 
the structure is of mud and stone. I t  is one of the bound- 

ary forts adjoining Birjour country. The poprllation of I-a-Serai is about a,000: owing to 
pasturage beillg scarce, tloclts aud herds are few in number. Thc distributiol~ of lands ia 
not in Iteeping with Sheik11 MalliJs ruling, and thcre are no Jlalleziti proprietors. Shah- 
~ a d g a i  is the dufter of the Tarltllkni sect. Sirdar Khan of Bkjour lays claim to this fort. 
Wl~i ls t  wc werc there sortics were constantly being made and attacks plallned against the 
outpost of Kul~Ater, a large n~ld well-built fortification of Biijour; adjoining it is the village 
of the same ]lame which lics on the Ilighway and kafila route from Swat to Dir containing 
upwards of 400 houses, wlrere reside several rrbezans aud merclrants. 

Shiringal is a tract in the Pan,jkhora valley. The fort bearing the same name lies 
about 20 miles al~ove Cllutibtan, on the right \)auk of 

Bhiringnl. 
the river, a l~d is inhal~itcd by the l'ainda Khel section of the 

Erlsafzais who muster 900 fighting men. The tract is gc,vcrned hy Jamroz Khan son of 
ltal~matullah. The llilla :we well clatl wit11 cllir, serai and deodar forests. Pasturage being 
very plentiful Gujars abound. The populatio~~ is estimated at over 5,000. 

The Khan belongs to the Kl~nLjozai section of the Ellsaf stock. The Kl~mQjozai 
are divided into the Mallezai, SultAn Bhels located ill the 

Ktini  of DL. 
Klliluna valley and Nasirnddins about HQbit. 

Among the Eusaf stock the RIallezai rank first, and their leading clan is the PailIda 
Khels located in the Dir valley; to this last named clan belougs Rahmntullah the present 
ruler. The selection came about ill this manner; wlle~l Swat mas first a~llrexed by the Eu- 
aafzais all the cou~ltry north of the Lariim Pass was l~eltl by the Kkfiru, who made Frequent 
raids on the Eusafzais, who became YO exasperated that they proclaimetl a Jehad, thus securing 
the aid of the Mandans, Tarlikldnis, Rlol~n~ands and Utman Kl~els. The E!usafzais as being 
the origi~lators of the proposed i~~vasion had the right of selecting the leader, which they 
invested in the 3lallezai; these selected the P;iilldn clau from amongst nel~om a dictator 
named Ibrahim was appoiuted; and from him the Kllani has descentled d o w ~ ~  in proper 
successio~~ from father to so11 to the presel~t ruler. To col~firm the selectio~~, the chief of each 
sect came forward and wllilst 1br;thitu was scated tied one fold of the turl~an ou his head, 
thereby acknomledgil~g him a l ~ d  his successors their liglltful sovereigns. 011 the other h:ind 
the Rlallezai pron~isecl that in the eveut of t l ~ e  co~~tcmplated enterprise proving a success, 
all lands draining into the B~lnar  river would be assig~~ed to the 'l'arliilAnis. Success did 
attend this attack and the ICQfii-s retreitted across tile river, the lands were then parcelled 
out, a ~ l d  the disputes that arosc in the assignment betweeu the Eusafzais, Marldnns and 
Mallezais mere settled by Aklrund Salak S~l l ib ,  ml~o npl]ortioned the ~lortheru limits of the 
lately conquered tracts to the hfallezai; at the same time the Eusafxais and Mandans were 
give11 to ulldersta~~d that they would be expectctl to assist their bretlirel~, till they were in a 
positioll to hold their own. The TarkklLllis took what was first decided on and duly ap- 
poi~lted a governor, but they had to resign their former "dufter" in Swat wheu they 
removed to AsrnQr. The Mallezai lilteeise, who had grants with the Kl~wQjozais in KUZ 
Swat in the Uch plain, assigncd away- their portions as Serais to people who now pay a 
nominal tribute to the Dir Chief. J' 

Some years after, when Nasim Khan mas ruler, the Mallezais of Dir determined to 
annex the Tkl6sh valley : the inhabitants mere neither Rlahornedans nor KQfirs ; but accord- 
mg t o  the Tasgirra (a history of the Eusafzais) by the sous of Akhund Salak, the original 
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of which in the Pasl~tu tongue is in the possessior~ of Latif Jnn Badsl~a of B4lchta in Swat, 
were either Hindus or Zoroastrians and were armed with bows and arrows. They were 
drivell out and only those who embraced the faith of the victors allo\red to remain; a large 
podion betook themselves to  KAfiristao, but in wllich valleys they have settled I hnve uot 
yet bee11 able to ascertain with nny degree of certai~rty. 

Rfeah Sahib Gul, one of my compnnio~~s, relntes that Ire once passed the night in 
the TSlirsh valley in tile l~ouse of an aged mall, wl~o after the evening's repast proutlly 
poiuted out some live embers, which he stated 11ad been kept alight without i n t e r m i s s ~ o ~ ~  for 
several years past, n ~ ~ d  further arlded that his father was of n persuasion that held fire in 
veneration. 'l'he aged man, though calli~rg himself a Rlal~omedan, still clung to such of his 
a~~cestral  rites, ns 11e could practise without arousing suspicion. Other travellers, that Lave 
passed through Tllbsh, also affirm that the populace are merely hfahomedans in name; fern 
if nny observe either the ortl~odox prayers or feasts, and it is tlrc exception rather than the 
rule for a village to possess Julnats or Masjids. 

At t l ~ e  time when the Rlnllczais proceeded to annex TAlAsh, their adviser Akhund 
Snlak was dead; but a Morid of Akl~uud Panju Daba joined the expedition and lost his 
life there. Altlrougl~ the Afghans came off victorious, none of the sects, that mere engaged 
ill the fighting elected to settle in this near tract;  but all assigned their allotments to other 
sections. In  this engagenlent the AIallezais were nssistetl from the meat by the KhwBjoznis; 
Bazidzais and T~rkiilbnis, whilst the Buneris wl~o  came over ill large nl~mbers re~~dered  
aid from the opposite direction ; the inhabitants of TSlBsh were thus forced to betake tl~em- 
selves either north-eastwards in the direction of Ynssan, or west\vards across the Kunar into 
Kgfir country. 

Although the KBfirs have been driven across the river, the lands on DirJs north-western 
boundary are seldom if ever free from illroads. Each village at the ]lead of the Dir valley 
possesses a high watch tower, which is occupied every night by sentries. 111 the event of ally 
Kdfirs b e i ~ ~ g  observed prowling about an alarrn is give11 by beat of dr~rms. Travellers, un- 
less their numerical strength is co~~siderable, are invariably attacked between the village of 
Ashreth and the top of the Lowarai pass. 

The present ruler Ral~matullal~ Khan* has seven sons, four of whom are entitled to 
shares in the kingdom : the distribution of Dir amougst 

Distribution of the Phani of DL. 
them was given in nly previous report (para. 21, page4,); to 

the three remaining ones he has assigned lands during his lifetime; t ~ v o  of these are located 
in  the TRlBsh valley and the otller has a small holding in the l'anjkhora at HStitang betweeu 
Ribfit and Shahzadgai : whether they mill I)e permitted to retain them after their father's 
death ail1 depend on the disposition of the uew chief. 

Although the heir-apparent is the Hakim of the Dir valley, and resides with his father 
in Dir he is not permitted to take any part in the present administration of the state. 

The first iu rank amongst Ral~matullah's advisers is Saiad Knrirn Badshah of Kumbar 

Adrisem of DL. in Maidarl-BSjonr; he is a well illformed man having the 
goodwill of his master a t  heart. To him is elltrusted all 

correspondence with Chitrll, Kabul a ~ ~ d  Peshbwur. T l ~ e  second adviser is KBzi Sahib of 
the Gujar caste a11d elder brother of the famous Shao Baba : he is upwards of 80 years of 
age, and his business is the settlement of internal disputes, which he carries out with the 
aid of a Jirga, delivering judgment according to  the shariat. The other adviser is Aklrollzada 
Khel of Kl~lluna. 

The advisers of the Khan of Dir are more competcr~t aud trustworthy than those of 
Arnan-ul-Rfulk of Chitrhl; but his mutinous a ~ ~ d  u1111atura1 sons are a source of trolrble, not 
only to l~imself but to the state in ger~eral: the anxiety they cause him is fast telling on 
his health, and though comparatively young he yet presents the appearance of an aged 
man. Hc asked my advice as to how 11e should act towards them, and I suggested that 
he should uominate the eldest his heir, that he should send the two next to Pesl~icwur, to 
gain an insight into the manner of rightly administering justice, and that 11e should disinherit 

* whilat,preparing this report, I have been iuforrned that Rahmntullah Khan is dead and that hie eldcst son 
has succeeded km. 
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the  youngcst, who was n traitor to his father and his country. Each Khan has a following of 
Tiarkl~ors similar t o  t l~ose  in  Asmir. 

The Klran of Dir had till a short time ago the right of nominating governors of the 
Khwfijozai and nazidzei sects of the Mallezai faction who are settletl in Swat ; but for the last 
two years or more the Khan of Jnndil, supported by hlia11 Gul, t \k l~und of Swat, has defied 
this authority and brought nllout intertril~al feuds : however in the event of Dir being 
involvetl in a war wit11 either Cl~itrLl or the Khfirs, all would combine againat the common 
foe. T l ~ c  people of UunCr n.11~11 i~~volved in any scrious disputes look for assistal~cc to Dir, 
and in t l ~ e  present disturbed state of Swat l~ave thrown ill t l~ci r  lot with the Khan. 

Amongst the aclvisers of Dir strange to say there is not one h.3allezai : these wazirs 
do  not receivc pay, but hnve Jagirs bestowed on thcm to defray their expenses. 

Hilldu mcrchal~ts are occasionally taken illto the c o ~ ~ f i c l e ~ ~ c e  of the chief of the pro- 
vince in wl~ich they have settled a ~ ~ d  they seltlonl ahuse suc l~  trust. At Kumhar village, is 
R Hindu named Neku, ~ I I O  s~lpplies Ilal~m:~tnllah with auy informatioll Ile may collect on 
his journeys: h e i ~ ~ g  n mat1 oC means he likewise advances sums of money to the chief and 
supplies the  com~nissarint with grain. 

The Khans of the valleys mentioned above are under the immediate orders of 
Rahmat~lllah ntld pap him a certain tribute. Traders that Tho Xlinns of IXr. 
resort to the Pnnjkhora valley lor the purpose of cutting 

timher, pay the fixed amount to Dir and not to the Khan of the valley in whic11 the timber 
is cut, though a trifle is given to the latter that Ile may not throw obstacles in the way. 

Sl~oulrl tlle chief cl~oose he may appoint one of humble origin to  be Khan of a valley: 
the  same ruling exivtcd in Sa~nrna  Eusafzai before its annexation. 

1 

The ryots arc somewhat discontel~ted wit11 their prcsent cl~iePs system of administra- 
tion, and especially dislike forced 1al)or : wheu our party were proceeding to Asllreth, owing 
t o  rllnlours of KRfirs hnving been seeu a l ~ o ~ l t  t l ~ c  Lonarai pass, the chiet' ordered a large 
escort o l  armctl men to accompany us, n l ~ o  obeyed s ~ ~ l l e n l y  ; aud 011 our arriving at  Bizogal~, 
(probably with a vicw to i11timid;~ting us), they fired off several muskets as it' nttaclied, 
bu t  on finding we took no  roti ice, they asked permission to return to Dir, whicll me gladly 
accorded. 

There are two classes of retni~lers, Tiarkhors and Lataris, the former having more 
perquisites tlran the Iatter. Whatsoever the Khan personally 

Bervnnts of Dh. 
r e q ~ ~ i r e s  is o b t a i ~ ~ e d  t l ~ r o u g l ~  Tiarlthors; they also act as 

persolla1 gl~nrda, and perform various other duties : the service is col~aideretl snperior to that 
of t l ~ c  Lataris; in all the Chief hi13 a fo l lowi~~g of 200 Tiarkhors. Arms, food and clothes 
are supplie,l to them by t l ~ e  Chief. I n  time of mar they form a "morchaballdi,"* of 
their own with an  oficer o r  Jarr~ednr of their selection. 

The Latnris are paid in Itind, each Sonar r cce iv i~~g  annuallv 16 maunds of grain; 
they have to s ~ ~ p p l y  their own weapons and clothes wit11 the exception of boots a ~ ~ d  steel 
armour;  but  their horses and saddlery are furni*l~cd by the state. This service is not 
p o y l l ~ r  ancl is o111y rcsortcl to r l ~ e u  other nrems of l~relihood fuil : those at  present engaged 
on ~t come from Mitidun Uiijour. Each valley l~ns  to f11r11isl1 a proportional number of Lata- 
ris, who serve under tlleir own banner. On occnsions of r;tid, art officer generally of the same 
clnri as the Khan is selected from amongst the Lataris. When ordered to fight, should a 

" Liltel'" reFuse, a fine called " N a p "  is i~r~posed on him, which is generally two sheep 
for every day1* absence. The gain horn these fines is divided amougst the Latnris tllat are 
cal!ed out. 

'swords, matchlocks, shields, bows, arrows and spears are the principal weapons in 
use in Dir territory ; a Nisl~nn denotes a spear with n pen- 

Wonpons of wnrfore in Dir. non attaclled, wl~ilst those without i t  are called Lnkaras or 
B61,n.g. The spears are made from bamboo p roc~~red  ill Pesl~hmur and tipped and Incquered 
a t  Mimltilli: the lacquering is done ill a variety of colors and wit11 some pretentions to 

* A company that gomisous s stone enclosure. 
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artistic design ; their length varies from 12 to 16 feet and both ends are pointed. Practice 

wit11 the spear is a pastime wit11 all who have horses. 

Of swords, those of Guzernt workmnnship nre preferred, and, as a rule all Tiarkhors 
are srmed with them. Artificers arc kept by the state for c lea~~ing  and s l iar l~eni~~g nll 
wenpons; for this service, grants of Serai lands are ass ig~~cd thcm, nlatcl~locks are tlle 
ordinary Kabul ones; n few carbines and riHes, which l~nve I,ee~l stolen from PeshAnur and 
elsewhere, are to be seen io nlmost every villi~ge. Weapons in the Titlitsh valley are tllc worst 
of tlieir k ~ n d  and the least looked after, hnt in the Dir valley all arms are kept ill better 

owing to the proximity of the KSfirs. About PanSkot the mcn are arnled wit11 
bows and arrows, and some possess " Kntaris." * Sports kno1r.11 as " n111lilln " nre fre- 
quently held iu the I)ir vnlley; prizes of bllcep and goats nre given to the intlivid~~nl who 
has shot at a mark most s~iccessf~~lly. The bows are made of l'astaonn wood; hrlt are 
not considered equal to the Kitfir ones. The Pathans consider those of Dir the best.' An 
adept Pathan can shoot all arrow quite ns far as a bullet from his matchlock would 
trnvel, and oftener with better result. The arrows are made from the I<llotl6l:t reed and 
have iron tips fixcd at one end. Shields, d:~rk-colored and ill-kept, are occ:~siol~:~lly met 
with but the Pathans of Dir are not clever at p~otectiug thcmselvcs with this wea11011 of 
defence. I was told, that on occasions, when escaping from an invested fort by lealring from 
the walls, they affix sllields to their feet to break the force of their fall. As u rule the 
shields are made of rllinoceros hide manufactured in India :lnd crportcd illto Swat and Dir; 
inferior ones are made in Pesl~itmur of o r d i ~ ~ a r y  Iiide. The "Kisl)ats" or belts (to which are 
attaclled flasks and bullet pouches) are procured from Mi8r in BLjour, and cost from two to 
three rupees ench, but they are inferior in worltmansliip to those mnnnf;~cturcd by t l ~ e  Waziris, 
nor are the Dir flints ns good, as those to be seen with tlre men of Kllost. At I<ap~~rg:lrri 
they make a superior quality of Kisbat, saddles and trappings, the latter costing from 50 t o  
100 Rs. each and the former from 20 to 25 11s. 

Camels are not known in Dir, aud horses are scarce and not bred in the district, hut 
buffaloes, cows, goats, sheep, donlceps and mules al)on~ld; 

Animals. 
mules and ponies are kept by the trading class, whilst don- 

keys are universally employed; as a rule each family possesses three pairs of bulloclts, 
which in this country are of an inferior breed. 

Several wild animals are to be met with: deer of different Itinds, wild sheep, and 
nilgai abound, and moukeys, bears, leopards, ibex, wild pigs, jackals, wolves, wild cats, 
grave-diggers, and otters are also often seen : of reptiles, oue f i ~ ~ d s  iguanou, lizards, scor- 
pions, centipedes ar~d a few snakes. I n  the hot mouths the dwellings are infested with 
mosquitoes, fleas and other vermiu. 

Flo~ican, partridge, farn, grouse, cranes, water-fowls and duclcs are all eaten being 
caught wit11 hawks or killed with matchlocks. Fish are in plerlty in the larger streams but 
are uot eaten. T l ~ e  skilrs of animals shot are as a rule cured and brought into use. 

/ 

Bear's fat, or grease, is used for medicinal purposes, and a soup prepared from the 
meat is given to hor3es. The skins of igaauos and otters are used for pistol cases. Pigs are 
ple~~tiful  in the Titlbh district, and prove very destr~rctive to the standing crops; to keep 
away the grave-diggers fires for tlrrce nights have to be lighted around newly made graves. 
Wild cats prove very destructive to bee-hives. 

The general appearance of the Dir population is that of a fair-complexioned rnce, 
combined with a tinge of ycllow, wit11 round faces, they 

Manners and habita of the Dir peoplo. 
are uniform in stature, have big heads, I:trge feet and brown 

colored eyes : few are to I)c met with that have 11ot suffered from goitre. As a class they are 
very avaricious, but light-hearted and even-tempered; they are illdolent, conceited, inhos- 
pitahlc, selfish, an11 qunrl.elsorne; they devour their food without ceremony, in person are 
anything hut cleanly, n11d are very treacherous-amongst women, gesticulation is common 
ant1 language not over refined: whenever a number meet, whether at a Masjid on Friday, or 
at gatherings on festive occnsions, there are sure to be hickerings and qu;~rrels. With such 
qllalities it is not surprising that divorces are common. As a rule a Mallezai is very averse 
to nlel~tionil~g either his own name or that of his village, owing to a superstition, that some 
misfortul~e will occur, if he doea so. 

* Jintnri, s double edged dagger. 
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Owing to difference of climnte some portions of Dir yield two cropa in the year, whilst 

Producte of Dir. 
others only give one. I n  the fertile ' l ' i lhl~ valley, where the 
cultiv:itio~~ extelltls to the sitles of the I~ills, and in some in- 

stances even up to the crest, the yield is hut ollce a year. I n  Berawal the soil as a rule a d l ~ ~ i t s  
of a secoritl harvest. 'l'l~c Laram range yield? two crops, which nre mailily dependent for t l~e i r  
water on rain, as snow does not remain sufficie~~tly long to start springs. 111 the Bil~shni 
valley p:isturage is t o  be fount1 ill plenty on Loth slopcs of the hill rangc, wl~ilst the ~ ~ o r t l ~ e r n  
slopes of t l ~ e  Baramal rirnge are densely wooded. 1 1 1  the Dir valley there are two crops yearly, 
but  owing to the severity of the weather and the lateness of the season, the eecond crop 
does not ripen to perfection. 

The valleys yield the following grains and pulses :-wheat, rice, Indian and spiked 
millcts, hajra, barley and kangni, the rayed Itid~iey-bean, (mai) peaa, lobia, bakrcr or bakilla. 
The consun~ption a m o u ~ ~ t s  to a t11i1.d of the produce, and rice and wheat are the stnple diet; the 
latter, wbicll is of nsulierior q~i:ility, is neglected vvhe~~ ripening, and a wild plaut called mastak 
is permitted to grow side by aide wit11 it, the result being, th:it the two are gathered simulta. 
neously, and the seeds get mixed aild togctl~er ground into flour, tllerel~y producing nn inferior 
bread. t l a~~d-cakes  of barley are also m d e ,  but siich is the indifference and indolence of the 
women, that t l ~ c y  do not take the trouble to separiite the l~uslts from the grain. Kl~ushal Khan, 
referring in his work to tlle manners and hallits of the Dir women, severely censures them 
for their apathy alld utter disregard for l~ousehold duties. 

Sarshaf, gunjid or kanzilla (sessame) and jumama are grown, but principnlly for export t o  
Pesl~Bwur, where an  oil is extracted from their seeds : ktirizak (snfflowerj is mixed with parched 
wheat a11d eaten I)y those ml~o  cannot procure nny tliing better; walnuts, jalgozas, zira, 
ti1111nar n11d amluk grow wild on the hills, quatitities being collected for exp~rtation. 
I i o ~ ~ e y ,  wild a ~ l d  cultured, is to be had in abund:ince, ]line-tenths of the quantity procurrd 
being exported. Fruit trees are to be met with in gardeus, as s e l l  as foulld growing i l l  a wild 
state, but not in such ahuntlance ns in Asmiir. Of vegetallles, turuips, carrots, radishes, soa 
(common dill), o~lions,  kasela, palak, skg and sl~aftal, are e:iten by the population ge~~erally,  
and not as a t  AsmRr confined to the better class. Prom the seed of the wild creeper kujni, 
a dish is prepared, whicl~ is co~~sidercd a delicacy : this seed is exported to Pes l lCa~~r  from the 
T i l i sh  a ~ ~ d  Baralval valleys, where t l ~ e  plant grows profusely: cllcumhers and melons of 
various descriptions are cultivated, but not sufficient for exportation. 

Althougll the lands in  Dir territory 11ave been distributed amongst the Mallezai and 
other s e c t i o ~ ~ s  of Pi i th t i~~s  in perpetuity, there ;ire very few orchards to he met with owing 
to tlre practice of destroying one anotl~er's fruit trees, to avenge a wrong. 

The Khan, who resides at Dir, exacts a small duty, the larger portin11 being paid to  
the HBliim of the valley; the remaining valleys pny tribute, 

Duties levied by the Khan of DL.. varying in amount from a half to a fifth of the yield nf  the 
soil ; the Khnn also expects a share of grass, bhaftnl, stud chnrry (stalks) for the use of his 
s ta l~le  : the Mallrz:~i sect pay I I O  such duties and are virtually t l~ei r  own masters; in the 
eveut of one of them wisliing to dispose of l ~ i s  lands, the purcl~aser must be a hlallezni, 
the  Khan's conset~t being necessary. The g r o n ~ ~ d s  in t l ~ e  Swat valley, that h~ive bee11 allotted 
according to  the rules laid down by Sheik Miilli, are likewise subject to fi~lal orders from 
the K ~ I ~ I I  of Dir. 1 1 1  the TBIRsli valley eiicll n~al ik  is virtually supreme, but pays a fixed 
a~lnual  tlnty in Itind, nnd is b o u ~ ~ d  to f u r ~ ~ i s h  a certni~i 1111ml)er of lateris. No~re  of the 
i~ r f lue~~ t i a l  me11 iu this valley are Mallezais. There are two governors, who have jhgir laode 
assigued to them. 

I n  Paniikot a sixth of the annual yield is pnid to the Khan, as well as the prescribed 
supply of milk nnd butter. n u m s  or musicians are exempt from all taxes, their l a ~ ~ d s  are 
recltonetl amongst t l~e'serai  assig~lnlents, and tllcy in addition receive nn au~lual gift of grain 
from the ruler. Enclr village llas its own musicians, who receive grain (a contribution called 
arr:ill) from every house ill the village; this ar ra l~  is a l ~ ~ r t i ~ n  sct aside by every family to 
meet the demands of mnsicians, blacksmitl~s, I)erbers nnd the like whose respective professions 
prevent them from being agriculturists. Barbers likewise receive grants of serai lands, though 
smaller than those allotted to m~~sic ians ,  and pay no taxes to the state. Shoe-makers are also 

eseml't fro'm tasation, a i ~ d  obtain free gifts of lands, but less thnn either musicians or barbers. 
Carpenters rcceive seriii lands, and get their arrah from the village to which they belong; in 
social rauk they come after barbers. Blacksmilhs rank lowest, and are provided for by 
the state. 
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matermills are the property of the local Lllnn and not, as in AsrnrEt., of the ruler. 
The amount of flour collected every Fridny, in payment for the use of the n~ill, is claimed ns 

perquisite by the carpel~ter and I~laclismith. The villnge masjid is presided over by an 
Akhnud or Blullr~ll, generally nn iguorrlnt mnr~, more guided by Akllund Sulak's work 
It Rashid ul Biau " thau by t l ~ e  precepts of the Koran. 

The corn due to the K11nn is rollected by the Tiarkhors, who deposit i t  in dulias. It 
is not measured by weight, but by Pinan, or wheu the quantity is large, by Chat or Gundai. 

Caravans, passing through Dir territory, are taxed at Dir on the same scale as a t  Asmkr, 
viz., 1, 2 arrd 3 rupees per load carried by men, mules and horses respectively. Kifilas on 
arriving at Dir pay duty on their ruerchnndise, as well as present Nazars to the Khan, who 
furnishes an escort of badrnggas as a safeguard against the Kbfirs, wlro infest the Lo~varai 
pass; this escort is fed nt the expense of the caravan, and accompa~ries t l ~ e  p ~ r t y  as fnr as 
Aslrreth. The nest stage is Mirkandi, whiclr call be nccomplished without the aid of badrnggas. 
The proper season for crossing the Kotnl is from April to June, and a heavier duty is en- 
forced, if a caravan proceeds at any other time. The Khan receives a certain sum, wlrich 
varies with the quality of the ore, on all iron brougl~t to the furllace. There are two locali- 
ties where iron smelting is carried on; tlre one in Jrinbatai is taxed at  7, 6 and 5 rupees for 
every furnace, whilst in tlre Dir valley about Knslrkarai the rates are higher being 9, 8 a~rd  7 
rupees annuully. Fil~es inflicted on individuals are received by the Hakim of the valley, in 
which the offence has beeu committed, but the tas  on cattle and flocks is paid to the ruler. 
Shikaris pay no tax, but those ~vho devote themselves exclusively to killir~g musk-deer, present 
the Khan with 2 or 3 pods annually, the value of a pod beiug from 8 to 10 rupees. 

Rice, wheat, honey and ghee, goats, sheep and buffaloes, iron, pattu, amluk, walnuts, 
jalgozas, till, kauzalli, saru, zira, timmar, cured skills of 

Exports. 
sorts and pinas (plates) form the chief exports; of these 

rice is sent out of the district in large quantities paclrcd on nlules or donlteys. Rice, 
wlreat, zira, honey and ghee, are sold by weight, the weigher receiving half an atrna for every 
rupee's worth neighed : \raluuts nre estirn~~tcd by loads. Iron is t i ~ k e r ~  to Kalabngh to be 
worked up, and then brought back and resold in tlre district. The value of thc exports is 
estimated at over 2 lacs of rupees, a l ~ d  that of the imports at about Its. 50,000. The latter 
couuist of salt, cloths of Indian manufacture (susi~i), iudigo, sugar, lac ornaments, spices and 
the contents of an ordinary hawker's box. 

The principal route runs from Swat to Chitrril, and that portion of it which lies 
in the district under notice is, considering the mou~~tainous 

Routes. 
nature of the country, fairly well adapted for beasts of 

burden. From the Lowarai pass to t l ~ e  village of AshretL is the worst part of tlre road, 
and it can otlly be acconiplished rluril~g tlre months of Rlr~y, June and July with ally 
degree of safety. There is an alternative route from Killa Ribkt to  Chutiitan, which 
follows the Panjkhora river; but owing to the u~~friendly dispositiol~ of tlre iuhabita~~ts,  i t  is 
not much util~sed for traffic: Inen on foot, can avoid t l ~ e  Kifirs by followi~~g the Panjkhora 
river to it8 source, crossing tlre mountc~in range to westward, aud descending into the Kunar 
vnlley abreast of ClritrBI. A mourrtr~in track ler~ds from Palrgkot to  Arnawai on the Kunar 
river, and a direct path runs from Dir to AsmLr via Jbnbatoi and the Biuslrai Kotirl. 

Population. 

hlallezais 
T61hh valley 
Maidan BBjour 
Jhnbatai 
Ribfit 
Bibiar 
Dir 
PanLkot 
Khduna 

The population of Dir is estimnted at  59,500, com- 
posed as follows :- 

fighting men 

,I 

I, 

, I  

I ,  

,I 

,> 
I ,  

> I  

These numbers only include settlers, who possess grants of land. I f  the Gujars, 
Hindkis, and other inhabitants were added, the total would probably amount lo 200,000. 



Every villagc has its hand of mu~icians,  whose duties are to  nccompanp redding 
processions and ~o l lnd  thc call to arms. Each band ger~erally Customs, hnbite &c., in Dir. 
consists of S O I I ~  performers; one p l a y  a big drum, two 

kettledrums, n~ ld  the f o l ~ r t l ~  a clarionet, a tlallc7i11g boy accomp:inies t l~em.  Wl1e11 an ellemy 
approacl~es, the l tct t let lr~~ms are soullded, ant1 :dl, who 11e11r the call to arms, get ready ; the  
beat of drums is t;~lten up by the next village a ~ ~ d  Y O  o11, till the entire valley responds to the 
call : the m11sici:~ns t l ~ e n  lead the way to  the place of assembly, siuging songs of martial 
strain, recalling the brave deeds ot' their anccstors. 

When the Akhi~nd Sallib makes a visit ill state he  is preceded hy two liullaha camp- 
ing the Koran on a colol,ed halltlkercl~ief; all, that purpose f i g h t i ~ ~ g ,  pass llndcr it, and obtaill 
a b lesa i~~g,  w h i l ~ t  the womell intercede OII  behalf of their h~lsl~ands,  preser~ting grain and 
other offerings to tho r l k l ~ l ~ n d .  0 1 1  their rrturll from a campaign the A k h u ~ ~ t l  again sallies 
forth in state to  meet the  warriors, receiving alms en route and consoling the women who 
have lost their husba~~ds .  

I 

The inhal~i tn~l ts  of the T41Bs11 vniley have some customs peculiar to  themselves. On 
the  birth of a child, for instance, the i ~ ~ f a n t  is  take^^ from its mother, and covered over wit11 a 
c o a t i ~ ~ g  of cowdullg, which, they say, has the effect of checking iufectiol~s diseases, ant1 of 
r e n d e r i ~ ~ g  the s t i ~ ~ g  of a scorpion harmless. Tlle coating is allowed to remain on the iufunt 
for a fcw mi~rutcs, ml~en it is washed off with wn1.m water. 

There arc no  separate houses for the sick as in Kifiristan. For ordiuary colds and 
similar a i l rue~~ t s  the Mullah is considered all powerful. 

Parents select wives and I~usbands for their children, who are given in marriage any 
t ime after the age of fifteen. Or] the tle:~th of the father the la1111s are arsig~~erl  amongst t l ~ e  
children acco rd i~~g  to Mahomeclan custonls. Dislrutes :ire settled I)y j i~,gahs accortl i~~g to the 
shariat. Accused delltors are al)solved on tal;ing an oath on the Ko~.an, nnd clenyi~~g the 
alleged claims. Oaths are also t:ikcu I)y i ~ ~ v o k i n g  Kaka Sahib, Pir  I3ah;i or Alchund Sal:~k. 
I n  TClirsh debtors can not avoid p;~ymellt so easily, their cases being gone into by an  
appointed jirgah. 

111 Dir as in Swat the  women have a certain amount of freedom, and are permitted 
t o  visit the shrine at  Nowshera, erected ill h o ~ ~ o r  of Kaka Sahil~,  and t l ~ e  one in 13u11er (Pir 
BabaJs); they resort to the latter in small numbe~.s, bringing wit11 them cl~arawa or offerings, 
co~~s i s t i ng  of ho r l~s  or jhantlas, covered with red skills, ant1 sonlet~nleu money. On Fridays 
they e i t l~er  visit one another, or resort to t l ~ e  gravepa~,cls. As r clnss the women of Dir, 
t l ~ o u g t ~  daring and frivolous, are more moral t l ~ a n  t l~ose of Swat a ~ ~ d  IiAjo~~r. The men are 
fond of outdoor sports, ant1 are consitle~.ed better shc~ts with their n~atclllocks t l ~ a ~ ~  their 
southern neigl~l)ours, although in Swat the weapolls are of a superior q ~ ~ a l i t y .  The people of 
Maidan Bh.jour are famed as s~vorrls~r~e~!,  wl~ilst t l~ose of the Khaluna valley are co~~sidered 
adepts a t  erecti~lg Su~lgas,  aud at  fighting under cover. 

Several diseases are  very prevalel~t i n  this district, owing partly to  the cultivation of 
rice, ant1 partly t o  the  scanty food of the people, who 

Ailments. seldom eat either meat or butter; their dwe l l i~~g  places 
are quite unfit for  human hahit;rt,ion, and the inl~al)i ta~lts  themselves are very unclean in 
their persons; i t  is not surprising therefore, that a sept.llagenarian is considered a curiosity. 
Pulmonary diseases are common, whilst a m o ~ ~ g s t  the adults few, if any, are exempt from the 
results attentling inordinate excesses: n ruddy aud healthy appearallce is seldom met with, 
some form of eruption being generally visible. 

The Dir folk adopt unique remedies. To cnre jaundice, iron dust or refose, known 
as spnnkrro, is washed a I lu~~dred times in butter-milk, and 

Remedies and cures. the11 given to  the pn t i e~~ t ,  who mnst at  the same tune I)e 
particular ir. a l ~ s t a i l l i n ~  from the use oE gllcc ill his tlict. For dyae~ltery, a bolus is made 

of r a i s i ~ ~ s ,  ajwain, zirn (black or whit?), molnsscs and nutmeg, wl~ich is mired ill a chickeu 
broth;  al'ter swallowing this the p;tticllt is covered over \!fit11 as m~tch  covcr i~~g,  as he can 
bear. For liver complsi~lts  the Altlluntl's p~,escription is adhered to, which consists of 
ordinary bread cakes warmed and applied; if 110 cure is efl'ected cupping is resortetl to, by 
which more lives are lost thnn saved. For a momall at  cl~ildbirth, or one in a stage OF de- 
cliue, a decoction is prescribed, lcnown ns ~nn j i r i ,  which is made of dry ginger, gllnlv of 
~0 r t3 ,  almonds, raisins, cocoa-nut, yoppy seed, cassia, nbsua, calthrops, anise seed, ajwain, 
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turmeric, gllr and musk, well mixed together and heated over a fire with ghee ; a table-spoonfull 
is to the pntient 4 to 5 times a day. I was asked, if I could prepare the paujiri, and 
on my replyi~lg in the affirmntive, the belief in my bciug a Yunani Hukim was confirmed. 
For sore eyes alum, anise seed, or cowd~~ng  is the remedy. / 

L 

I u  the Dir country a ceremony, known as " Ashnr," is observed when erecting 
dsellings, at hnrvest gatherings, and at  threshing time. 

Aehsr. I n  t l ~ e  first casc stones and mud are collected by the men, 
and water brouPllt by the women, whilst the musicians play on their musical i~~strurnents; 
after t l ~ e  mud nnd water have heen mixed, the carpenters erect the doors, aud the barber, 
allother accessory to the Asl~ar, s u p e r i ~ ~ t e ~ ~ t l s  the boiling of rice; by this time the women, 
being freed from their work, collect in the 1111finished building, and dance rind sing. 111 the 
hafiz dance a woman is blir~d-loltled, a ~ ~ d ,  movi~ig about with a stick, is supposed to imitnte 
t l ~ e  Akhund, the otl~ers dance around her reciting obscene songs; the men are occupied with 
tlleir work, but to shew their nppreciation ocrasionally exclaim " ala ah". The other dnnce 
of " kaonter" is thus perfor~ned :-the women form a ring, in the centre of which a peg is 
driven into the ground; a fen~nle styletl the kaonter then e ~ ~ t e r s  the circle, and holds the 
peg with one 11a11d; thc rcst of the aomell pass tl~emselves off as men, and wllilst twirlit~g 
round, one of them sepnrates herself from the others, and with a peculiar action, wit11 one 
leg lifted up, enters the ring nud embraces the Itao~~ter,  exclai~ning " kaonter rngalade-ek-pai 
nisl~ta," which meaus, there is a pigeou here t h i ~ t  is minus one leg; ml~ilst this is l~eing 
enacted, the musicians are playing OII  their drums and clarionets, and the barher is watcl~ing 
the progress made in tile preparations for a rcpast. Such fun and frolic continues, till the 
men give over working, and e ~ ~ t e r  into their midst, a l~icl l  is a s i g ~ ~ a l  to break up; beEore 
doi~lg so however, they partake of   hid ever the barber has been prepariug, aud when this 
repaat is finished all adjourn to their respective quarters. 

CHITRBL OR KASHKAR DISTRICT. 

There is a tradition that the kingdom of KRshkar, about five centuries ago, was 
in the possession of t,he Cl~inese; but there is notl~ing to be fou~ld in the morlts of an- 
cient writers confirming this statement: then we are told the conntry came under the 
sway of the Persia~~s,  when their invading I~ordes, under the leadership of Nadir Sl~ah, 
p0ur.d down upon Intlia, and a Persian governor was appoi~~ted to the management of 
ChitrAl. During the livetime or Shan~sl~u Tahrez* of I l lu l t a~~ ,  the ruling Raesat, or governor, 
oE ChitrAl was s u ~ ~ ~ m o n e d  to appear before the S11;111 of Persi:~, and being tlesirous, before 
qu i t t i~~g  his country, of nppointing nonle O I I C  to act as 11is rel~resentative during his absence, 
11e l~a~rded over the governorsl~ip of his district at the advice of Sh:~msl~u Tal~rez to  a 
" chelaJ' or pupil of that pricst, on the u ~ ~ d e r s t a ~ ~ d i ~ l g  that the "chela" would revert to his 
priestly f u ~ ~ c t i o ~ ~ s  OII his, the governor's return: these terms being agreed upon tlre gover- 
nor proceeded to Persia. T l ~ e  llnme of this chela was Baba Yayub. Those, who claim l o  
be descended from tlre Baba, aver, that Ire was a ChjgLtai of the same stock au the Emperor 
Baber. 

The whole tract of country, westwards of Gakucl~ and terminating on the eastern 
hnrders of Kitiristan, is at thc present clay gove~,netl I)y Amnn-ul-Mnlk, the Badshah of 
Chitrfil, who claims descent from Baba Tayub, who he declares was a son of the Emperor 
Timur Lung. 

The system of gover~lment in Chitril resem1)les that in Persia, except the s e l l i ~ ~ g  
into slavery or thc ryots, wllich is oE late i r~ t rod~~c t ion :  t l~is  practice is si~id to have been 
fint established I)p Shah Kator, the grandf:itl~cr of' the p r c s e ~ ~ t  ruler, to r c p l e ~ ~ i s l ~  11is im- 
poverisl~ed tret~snry. 1Vhe11 Cl~itrbl was under Cl~i~lese rule, t l ~ e  governor was appoiuted 
from Yarkuud, which is tifteen marches from tlie capital of Kbhllkar v id  the Dura Pass. 
( I  visited the head of this pass, and can safely pronoullce it to be the easiest of all routes 
leading ~~ort l~wards from Chitrbl, especially when the feasibility of procuriug supplies en route 

Bhamshu Tabrez of Bfultnn a s s  a rerered saint. or Pir who resided at ChitrB1. 
t Qow-nors of t l~ ie  dietriet were then dcsignalcd R a e ~ ~ s .  At preaent there is s Rsea nomed Urueh Khan 

living at Fyzabnd in Bodakshan who formerly lived at Oekurh, but on the latter plsco being anncxed by KusLmir, 
U m h  f i n  Bed for safely to Bndakohsn. Rnesm nre af the Sl~inl l  acct of Mehomerlane. 
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CHITRAL DIYTRICT. 

is taken into considerrtion). I t  was by this route that all direct communications were kept 
up ant1 tribute remitted. Afterwards, when the country was administered by Persian go- 
vernors, the main line of communication lay through the Ludkho valley and over the Durn 
Pass into P c r s i a ~ ~  territory. From the time that Baba Yayub took over the administration of 
Kiisl~kar Persia has claimed no tribute from i t ;  and of late Khshkar has proclaimed herself 
an indepe~~dcnt state. There are still to be seen the ruins of a monument, said to have been 
erected, when the Persian goveruors conducted the affairs of state. 

The town, or village, of Chitrirl is at an clevation of 5,100 feet above uea level ; the 
district lies in the heart of a mountainous tract of country : 

G11itr.U. 
the soil is rich, and the villages studded with fruit trees 

that yield abundantly. 

Wheu the Chinese held sway the capital was Ain, a village ten miles south of 
Cl~itrril; the district of Chitrril then comprised five sub-divisions, viz :-Darosh, which lies 
south of Chit1.61 on the banks of the Kunar river and on the highway to Dir, while the fort 
commrnds the e ~ ~ t r a ~ l c e  into the Shushai valley; ChitrM; Shogoth, which lies north of 
the capital and at the entrance to the Arkari and Ludkho valleys; Murico or Drassan, 
north-east of Chitrirl, along which valley there is a route leading into Badakshan over the 
Turico pass; Mastuj, which also lies north-east of Chitriil, and of which the fort commands the 
mouth of the Laspur aud Ghizar valleys, and is situated or1 the left bank of the Kunar stream: 
by fol!owing this stream an entrance can be gained into Shagnan and Wokhan over the 
Baroghil pass, the route however being devoid of all vegetation for three or four marches. 
These sub-divisio~rs exist still under the sllpreme control of Aman-ul-hlulk, who has added 
another, vit., that of Yassan which is subservient to Drassan. All men nomiuated to be 
governors of these sub-divisions are appointed by the Badshah. 

Owing to the country of Chitrhl being completely enclosed by lofty mountain bar- 
riers and egress being very difficult, it has come to he looked upon as a stronghold for 
prisoners : this may account for the tradition that Kiishgar was at  oue time King Solomon's 
prison. 

The Dura pass is five marches from Chitr61: the ~ a m p i n ~ - ~ r o u n d  near the foot of 
the pass, is at the hot springs of Shahsalim on land locally 

Paasee over the Hindu Kush Durn. known as Zagistan. Immediately below the springs is the 
fort of G6b6r at an elevation of 9,150 feet above sea level, beyond which no vegetation is to 
be seen in the valley itself, though trees and grass grow on the hill slopes. From the 
fort to the pass (elevation 14,900) the ascent is very gradual. Snow lies on the ground 
above G6h6r for nine months during the year, and, although on the pass it never com- 
pletely disappears, yet baggage animals can be taken across during the months of June and 
July:  snowstorms are of frequcr~t occurrence in this valley especially beyond the newly 
erected fort of G6b6r: several instances are on record of travellers being overtaken and 
losing their lives. Around the fort of G6b6r there is a large expanse of musk willow 
forest which is celebrated for its fragrance. The water of the springs of Shahsalim, as 
i t  bubbles upwards from the earth, is too hot for bathing in, so a narrow channel has 
been cut about twenty fcet long, which carries off the water to a reservoir, over which a 
hut has been erected, where people can bathe: bathing in these springs is supposed to be 
a cure for skin diseases. Immediately northwards towards Badakshan and below the Dura 
Kotal lies a small lake, which is frequently frozen over, and which the pathway from the 
pass to Zeb&k leaves to the west. 

The Nuksan pass lies north-east of the Dura, entrance to i t  being gained by the 
valley of the Arkari, which drains into the Ludkho stream 

Nuksen, Khartiza and Agzam Pnas. opposite the village of Shogoth. I n  addition to being a 

thousand feet higher, the Nuksan pass, as its name implies, is more diacult than the Dura, 
and does not admit of laden animals being take11 across, but necessitates the employment 
of carrier3 : this difficulty is only experiellced from the ChitrAl direction, as the northern slopes 
are more gentle. Vegetation on this side reaches almost to the crest of the Hindu Kush 
range. Trnvellers on foot adopt the route over the Nuksan pass owing to its being the more 
direct one for Zebrik, and because they thus avoid the KAfirs who ir~fest the Dura Pass. 
Degal is the first village in Badaksharl reached after crossing the Nuksan Kotal. Between 
this pass and the Durx there are two other passes, the Khartiza aud Agzam, also leading 
from the Arkari valley, but neither are much used; of the two the Agzam is y r o ~ ~ o u n c g  
the easier. 
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The Lowarai pass lies thirty-six miles due south of Chitrkl at an elcvntion of 10,450 
fret above sen level, nnd runs over the rauge of hills, which 

Lowami or Lohari Pass. separntes the stntes of Dir and ChitrLl. From Dir the first 
stage is to Gujar, hryond wl~icl~ there is ncitllcr vegetation nor cultivation. The ascent 
from Mb6r to the pass is very easy nnd the gradient ul~ifor~n ; but the descent to Ashretll 
is very difficult for b~~ggage nnimals, and travellers, whilst m n k i ~ ~ g  it, run the risk of being 
waylaid aud murdered by KRfirs, who infest the upper portions of tlle range : any attempt to  
cross the pass without n strong escort furnislled by Dir 01. Darosh, seldom meets with 
success unless the cnrnvan itself happens to be well gunrded. (For fur t l~er  remarks on 
KBfir inroads along this route vide the Geographical Society's Proceedings for January 1884, 
page 7). For traders t l ~ e  pass is open from September to November, and even then the 
pass is not free of snow. Snow storms are of common occurrence during the winter 
months, and the Ilurrica~~es, thnt blow from the north, prove very destructive to trees. 
13izogal1, which lies midway between the Rota1 ~ n d  Ashreth, is the spot genernlly selcctcd by 
the KAtirs for attack. 

The pass of Tui is at an elevation of 14,610 feet above sea level, and is the alter- 
native route to Yassan from ChitrBl: it was the one which 

!hi nnd other pmsrs. our party crossed when proceeding to Gilgit, as the G h i ~ a r  
route was iu the hands of Pahilaan Khan, between whom and Aman-ul-Mulk existed a 
bitter feud. The difficulties attending the descent into Yassau by the Tui pass, are consi- 
dered greater than those of the majority of passes leading over the great Hindu Kush 
range; for baggage animals it is rendered impassable by a glacier on t l ~ e  eastert~ face. The 
pass can be crossed during three months in the year, but even then great danger attends 
the traveller ; whereas the Ghizar pass is comparatively easy. (An account of this route 
will be found in detail in Major Biddulph's work "Tribes of the Hiudu Kusl~," chap. 5). 
This route is frequently used by traders. I n  addition to the four passes menlioned above 
there are a few more in the Cl1itrS1 district, which I will now describe from information 
obtained locnlly. 

First in order comes the Barogl~il pass, which is, as a route, a very easy one, and 
in its present conditio~i practicable forartillery; but after leaving Killa Darband, which is 
the second stage from Drasan, all signs of vegetation in the valley cease and evexi firewood 
becomes scarce. This pass is open for a longer period than the ot l~ers ;  according to some 
i t  is practicable for half the year, whilst others-audnotably amongst them my companion 
S-.G-., who has frequeutly traversed this route,-state that only during 4 months can 
the journey be made, and even then all necessaries including firewood and grass must be 
carried with the camp. 

The next pass is from Drassan, vid the Turico valley, and leads direct to  Killa Panj 
on the Oxus. I t  is in constant use by traders, who prefer it to the one mentioned above, 
owing to the inconvenience of having to carry supplies for three long stages. 

From the Darliot valley is another pass in the Chitril territory, which has been de- 
scribed by previous explorers, notably the late Mr. Hayward. I have been told on what 
appears to be good authority that Russian agents are treating with the Shah of Cllitril, to  
farm the Darkot valley to them at a yearly rental of two lacs of rupees. 

Lastly, from Darosh to Mastuj there exists a track, occasionally used, leading through 
the Shusl~si valley over the mountain range and finally into the LBspur Darra. 

As mentioned above the ChitrR1 district has five sub-divisions. The first in importance, 
Darosh, has its southern boundary touching the Dir terri- 

D.rosh. 
tory. I t  consists of two principal valleys, intersected by 

several ravines and glens. The Kut~ar  river up to the village of Keshi constitutes its western 
boundary, wl~ilst its eastern is formed by the Lowarai range. 

The fort of Darosh is situated on the left bauk of the Kunar river: it is of rectan- 
gular shape with a I~igh bastion at each corller, and is constructed of mud and stones. To 
the south and east of this fort lies the Darosh plain, a wide expanse studded with several 
mcattered hamlets, interspersed wit11 gardens of fruit trees of various kinds. Water is in 
abn~~dance, and the fields arc laid out in terraces. Immediately under the fort is a wooden 
bridge by which cattle with some difficulty cross the river. Two crops of corn are annually 
raised from the soil, and in some parts cotton is sown; but judging from the small quantity 
we noticed i t  was probably being grown as an experiment. Some of the inhabitants of 
Darosh are employed in trade with Dir and with Kgfirs from tlle Kalashgum valley. Except 
i u  the fertile, well-watered, and thickly-wooded Shushai valley, cattle and sheep are not in 
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such abundance as in other portions of the country. Forest trees are yearly cut down and 
floated into Nowshera by AIeahgan traders, who hnve a complete monopoly of the Chitrhl 
timber trade. 

The population of the Darosh pergl~nnah from Arnawai to  Brnz, including the  
Sl~ushai  valley, has heen estimated a t  about six thousand souls, or 1,200 houses; each 
house has to fur11is11 a f ig l l t i~~g  man armed with matcl~lock or bow. I n  the previous 
report some remarks and notes were made on the Shushai valley, and it was mentioned, that 
Persian settlers in i t  are employed in the manufacture of matcl~locks, which are furnished 
to the Shah of Chitritl; the man~~facturers  however are not permitted to export such 
arms. For h i s  work of s u p p l y i ~ ~ g  arms to the state the men enjoy free grants of lands. 
Rice of a superior quality is grown in this sub-division and supplied to the chief for his 
personal co~~surnption. 

From an elevation of 4,600 feet the Shushni valley rises to upwards of 9,000 feet 
ahove sea 'level ; on the higher level only one crop is reaped annually. The fruits of this 
valley are considered very rich and luscious. The monirl and argus pheasant, chicor and 
others of the  feathered tribe al~ound, as also markhor, wild goat, and musk deer; bears, 
leopards and mollkeys are very common. Falcons and hawks are here captllred, and pre- 
s e ~ ~ t e d  to the Shah. Chogas of a fine texture are manufactured, and are much sougl~t after 
by traders. Some of the lend mir~es are worked, but only to a limited extent, as the ruler 
is  averse to its being known that his country is rich in minerals. 

The Governor of Darosh in May, 1883, was Kolcan Beg, a foster-brother of Aman-ul- 
Mullc. The population, like that of the rest of Chitritl, is very scanty, probably owing to the 
extensive sale of families, which the ruler has indulged in during the past few years for the 
purpose of enriching his treasury. 

The Following are some of the principal villages i n  Darosh :-Braz, Ain, Darosh and 
Galatak, and in the Shushai valley :-Shushai, Kashiuta and Madalash. 

ChitrBI, though of small extent (embracing the main valley of the Kunar river from 
Ain to Shali), is very fertile : cultivation extends from one 

Chitrll. 
t o  two miles on either bank of the river, and the long spurs, 

which shoot out from the main ranges of hills, are thickly overgrown with grass and 
deodar trees. 

The fort  and four scattered hamlets, collectively known as Chitritl, are situated on the 
right b a ~ ~ k  of the  Kunar river, three miles below its junction with the Ludkho stream, and 
a t  an elevation of 5,100 feet above sea level. Within the fort resides the chief, Aman-ul- 
Mulk, with a certain number of his followers: the environs of the fort are considerable, 
extending along the river bank for nearly a mile, a l ~ d  including several walled gardens; but 
the actual residence is insignificant and badly designed, none of its rooms being lhrger than 
2 0  feet by 12. When a durbar is held, or any large assemblage collected, the meeting takes 
place in one of the above mentioned enclosures, all of which are beautifully aheltered and 
shaded by large and stately plane trees (chinar). 

A well-constructed wooden bridge has been thrown across the river a little distance 
north of the fort; some remarks on i t  have been made in the previous report. 

Fruit  trees are abundant abont Chitr41, especially the mulberry and apricot, which 
are famed far and wide; cherries and pears are also to be found in the western glens. The 
houses of those residing in and about Cl~itrLl proper, are of better construction, 80 far as 
inner accommodation goes. 

Not far  from the fort of Chitritl there is a market place or Serai, erected by the Shah 
for the convenience of merchants; i t  is the usual resort of traders, and no fee is required for 
occupying i t  : rumour has i t  that  this is no concession, but one of many means adopted by the 
Chief to find out the actual p o d s  and merchandise brought from India and central Asia. 

The products of the soil are wheat, barley and rice. The men are of a pleasant 
disposition and with no fellow-feeliug for Afghans. S i n g i ~ ~ g  nnd dancing are their principal 
pastimes: the in s t rume~~t s  most ill use on feslive occasions are the sittar and samao. The 
population may be roughly estimated a t  1,500 houses, or  about 8,000 souls. Cattle, con- 

sidering the extent of pasturage to be met with, are scarce. I n  the Ain Darra, which 

lies sonth-west of ChitrAl, the illhabitants are Kalash Kitfirs, who pay a nominal tribute to  
the Shah, and are permitted to adhere to their own peculiar rites and ceremonies. The heir 
apparent, or Nizam-ul-Mulk, is t l ~ e  Governor of this sub-division; Sagar, ChitrLl, Danil, 
Shali and Kagozi are some of the villages, and there are several scattered KBfi 
hamleta in the Bamhurath and Rumbur valleys. 
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Shogotll col~stitutes the north-western portion of the Cl~itrirl district, and comprises 
the main valley OF the Ludhkho. The source OF this rivcr 

Bho~oth or Ludhkho mllry. is in the I-iindu Kns l~  mountains at the Dura pass, a ~ ~ d  
the BngosIlta, Arknri nnd Ozur are its tributaries, each formi~rg an extensive a l~d  fertile 
Darra or valley; ill addition to tl~cae there are numerous other smaller glens more or lcss 
popu1att.d. At the jul~ctinr~ of the nbovc nnmed tributaries the valley is tolerably wide and 
the soil irrignted, but elsewl~erc it is a nnrrom defile, in some parts so hill bound that, tlle 
pathway hus to make precipitous ascents and desccnts on the edge of an almost perl>c~~dicular 
scarp. The main valley varies in elevation from 6,000 to 10,000 feet above sea level. 

The soil yields only one crop annually, which is generally wheat, and which is sown 
about the end of October, but not renped before June or July. Owing to the graiu taking 
so l o ~ ~ g  to ripen, a second crop fails to come to perfection. 

The greater portion of the race inhabiting this tract of country are Shiahs, and claim 
descent from the original settlers of Mnnjan aud parts of Badakshan. They style thenlselves 
Milshkil Khnshas, a phrase denoting difficulties removed, which took its origin from the action 
of their saint Amir Khisrao Sahib, who, by severing himself and followers from the Sunni 
sect of Mahomedans, released them from various rules and obsemauces wlrich had previously 
been n great burden. 

As a people they have few wants, are simple in their habits, and are fond of music and 
dancio~[. 111 additiou to the Afushkil Khuslias there are various other tribes located in the 
Ludhkho valley, who are snid to have been Klfirs not long ago : be this at it may, they are 
undoubtedly a mixed race, a conclusion arrived at not only from the diversity of languages 
spoken, but also from the marked differences in their features ; for whilst some are clearly 
of Aryan origin, others bear unmistakeable traces of Tartar descent. 

During Shah Kator's reign the greater portion of his slaves were procured from this 
valley. Some villages were pointed out to us, of which the whole of the inhabitants had 
been captured and sold into slavery: this may account for the population of this sub- 
division being so scanty, and at present scarcely exceeding 1,200 houses, or  6,000 souls 
in all. The high road from Chitrll to Badakshan lies through Shogoth, either by the main 
valley over the Dura pass, or through the Arkari valley and over the Nuksan, Agzam or  
Khnrtiza passes. 

The two principal villages are Shogoth and Daroshp, and the forts are Andarthi, 
Parabik and G6b6r. I n  the Bogoshta darra Chirwali is the one large village, and in the 
Ozur valley Chiwat :tnd Madashil. 

Grapes are plentiful, but the hills are sparingly clad with forest. Cattle and sheep 
are in abundance, and the men much given to eating flesh. Game of sorts is plentiful, 
whilst falcons and hawks are caught in large numbers, (the metllod of entrapping these birds 
lras been mentioned in my former report). A kind of cake prepared from the juice of the 
grape, called Kilku, is made in this valley, the receipt having been borrowed from the Kgfirs. 
Chogas, g lo~es  and woollen stockings are largely made for export. The women are adepts 
at needle-work, and turn out handsome bags and caps, which are artistically worked over 
with colored silks. An ornament that the poorer class of women wear is made of grass and 
k n o m  as Dilas. 

I was told that silver and lead mines existed in  the Ozur valley, but that the Shah 
would not permit them to be worked. The water of the maill valley is pronounced very 
wholesome. The geueral appearance of the illhabitants is healthy. The Hdkim of this 
sub-division is Baidam Khan, 'a natural son of Aman-ul-Afulk. 

The word Ludkho or Ludzu is a compound word derived from " Lud" few, and "Kho" 
or "Zum" a mountain. There are two hot springs in this valley, oue near Daroshp, aud 
the other at the foot of the Dura Kotal, both of which have miueral properties. 

Drassan is that portion of the Chitriil district which is known as Kohistan or the hill 
country, and is sub-divided into Turico and Murico. It com- Drawnu. 
priscs the tract of country north of Kagozi village on the 

Kunar river (ten miles north-east of Chitril) ; its southern boundary runs from this village 
to  Khost, and thence along the Turico stream to its source in the Hindu Kush moul~tains; 
it8 weatern limit i s  a epur of the main ridge, which ends immediately above Kagozi : and ite 
northern is the Hindu Kirsh. The first sub-division of Drassan comprises the valley of the 
Tirachmir river, which, after flowing for thirty five miles from south-west to north-east, is 
joined by the Turico stream, and then winds round and flows in a. nearly opposite direction, 
till it joins the Mastuj or Kunar stream at Kh9st. The second sub-division of Drassan is 
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the Tnrico valley, and the third the IIurico, a strip of cont~try lying between the junction 
of the 'l'irnchmir nnd Turico and the confluence of their combined waters wit11 the main 
stream. 

Of the three valleye tho Tirachmir ia the leart productive, on account of its high 
elevat~on. Its stream risca in the famed mountain of t l ~ e  Tirnclrrnir rallcy. 
same uame, the summit of wl~irh is more than 25,000 feet 

al~ove sea Icvel: the upper ltnlf of this vcrllcy has mow lying on its surface for ten montlts 
of the year, but the lower IlalF, t l~ough narrow, is very fertile; however, owing to the 

sevrrity of tlle ncather, the wl~eat fails to arrive ut :I propcr sttrte oE maturity. Smnller 
vn l l (~~s ,  which hegin iu the Hintlu Iiush, drain into t l ~ c  Tiracl~ stream, at111 these though of 
sonic width preheut n~erely thc npllearance of v a ~ t   field^ of anow. l'lre lropulation of the 
valley does uot exceed 3,000 souls, all of nrltom helong to the Shiah sect. 

This valley also begins in tile Hindu Kuhh mou~ltains, hut at all elevation of prohalrly 
not more than 15,000 fect al~ove sea level. At its head is T~rriro ~n l l c ) . .  
one nE the minor paasen leading iuto Wilkltirn. The smaller 

valleys, which drain into the Tiuico, such as thc Lilt~lil~o a t ~ d  others, owing to the high 
elcvi~tions at wl~ ic l~  tl~ey are situ:ttetl, are not i t ~ l ~ a l ~ i t e d ;  the main valley however for more 
t l ~ a ~ ~  three-ronrtl13 of its le~lgth *hems signs of c~~ltiuatiou, and is dotted over wit11 scattered 
ha~ulets, which irlcreilse in size ant1 ~tuml~era, RY one ~~rocccds lower dowl~. Vegetation on 
the s ~ ~ r r o u ~ ~ t l i u g  hills is scanty, aud large trees few and far betweell. The principal ~~rodnc t  
is wl~c-at, aud apricot, walllut and molt~errp trccs are frequently met \vith round about the 
villages. 'l'here are two large a r s c ~ ~ i c  mittes sitnated a t  t l ~ c  juuctioll of t l ~ c  Turico a ~ l d  
Tirachn~ir streams, wl~ich yicld n fair reveuue to the S l~ah  of Cl~itrLl. Chogns of various 
sorts arc maul~fact~lrcd aud are I~igllly prized. 

Here, as in the Tirnclimir valley, the inhahit:ul~ts are of the S l ~ i a l ~  sect, healthy iu 
a~~peirriit~c~e al~t l  of I'air con~plesiot~. 'I'lre populatiou is estimated at from four to five 
thor~s;ind. The heir a p p a r e ~ ~ t  is the govcrnor of the valley, but of late his preseuce has 
becn rcclnircd at Yassau to check 1':~hilw:111 Iihau's inroads. 

T l ~ c  l~ouses are loa  a t ~ d  badly coustrurted; the beams used for roofing are of Bed- 
musk timber. Cattle are scarce, but goats a ~ ~ d  sheep are plentiful. The soil yields nu 
annuit1 crop. 

The name Murico is given to that portion of Drassan, that lies between the maiu 
valley and the junc t io~~  of the Turico and Tirncl~mir streams. 

Murico. 
'I'l~e capital is t l ~ e  fort of 1)rassatl situate11 at an elevation 

of 6,640 feet above sea level OII the left b:~nk of the BIurico stream. This stream in the 
vicinity of Drarsa~r is separated from the K u ~ ~ a r  by a bare, rocky tongue of laud about eight 
miles it1 length, two in witlth a11d fifty feet high. 

The fort, which is the r ~ s i d e ~ ~ c e  of the secoud son of Aman-nl-Riulk, is of rectangular 
shape with towers at tlte four corllers, and is built of mud and btonc. The coltivation of the 
v~ l lcy  lies al~uost er~tirely on the right bank of the stream, extending aloug a co~tsiderable 
portiot~ of the Ilill range, wl~icll divides it fro111 the Tirachn~ir valley. Sl~eep a ~ l d  goats arc 
in  large numhers, and are tcnded by the \vomert, ~ ~ l i o ,  \vhilst so occupied, pass their time ill 
knitting woolle~l socks for their fi~rnilies. Fruit trees are not ple~~tiful and firewood is 
scarce : the lidki or pine torch, so essential for domestic use is imported from Cl~itrBI Pani. 
There is olrly OIIC h~rves t  dulil~g the year. The dress of the inl~abitants is of wool mmu- 
factured by themselves. The meti of this sub-division have t l ~ e  repntation of keeping very 
much to themselves, a ~ ~ d  not mixing with their surronndil~g neighbo1u.s; they have also the 
credit of being great peclestrians. 

Falcon and l~awk catclritlg is largely carried on and well repays the t13appers. A tenth 

of the reveuue derived from tile crops is claimed by thc goverllor. Rl~tclllocks are the 

principal arms in usc: chogas form ouc of the chieE mnnaEactures of the sub-division, and the 
Kirbiri alld MRrgalull command ready sale; the former is made from the wool of n~lborn 
lambs or kids, whicl~ is ohtnit~ed by ltilling pregnant ewes; the BZargal~tn is made from the 
domil of (lucks intermiscd with the woollen tl~reads. Salt is extracted from t l i ~  soil about 
Lull, but not in sufficient qllalltity for the co~~sumptiot~ of the district, whilst black salt, 
wl~icll is much appreciated, is imported from Badaltshan. 

The poplllation is of tile Slliah sect and is estimated at 1,200 houses. I n  cases of 

emergency every adult is lilrble to be called out for service. LUL~ situated immediately 
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above tile junction of the Kunar and Rlurico etreams, is the only large villnge in the Drnssan 
pergunnah. 

Tile Cllitrril Bala, or Rlnstuj, district is bounded on the north by Drassan; on the 
so~rtll by Dir, Tangir nlld Darel ; on the east I)y Gnkuch, a 

C h i t d  Bnls or Mnstuj. district of Kashmir, lately annexed, nnd on the west by 
Cllitrlil Pnin, or Darosh, and ChitrAl propcr. Tlle district is in three sull-divisions, viz :- 

Bfastuj, Yassan or the Warasllgr~m vnllcy, and the Gllizar and Lnspar vnlleys. The popula- 
ti011 is very scnntp, the mnjoritp llaviug deserted their llomes to escape from the tyranny 
and ~ppression of Gor Amall nlld Pnhil~ran, the former lSulers of Cllitrkl Ualn. Sincc 1878 
however this tract of country has bcel~ anuexed by Aman-111-Mulk, aud Pahilwan is now a 
refugee t~bout Tangir and Darel. I t  is elltirely due to the assistance, that the Kasllmir state 
hns rendered to tlle Shall of ChitrBl that he has beell able to hold 11is ow11 against Pahilwan. 
The religion formerly existitlg iu this valley is said to have been Buddhism. 

Mastuj, the capital of Cllitril Bala, is of ancient nnd historical note. I t  is situat- 
ed on the left I~allk of the Kultar river nt an elevation of 

Msstuj. 7,290 feet above sea level, alld commands the entrance t o  
the Laspur valley. The fort of Alastuj is of rectallgnlar shapc with four hnstions at  its 
corners and is constructed of earth nnd stone. The main valley is fertile lraving cultivation 
on both sides. 

When Chitrid Baln was merely a dependency of the Chitriil Kingdom, hfastllj was 
the principal to\\-u and the residence of Gor Amart. Gilgit alld Gakuch wcrc formcrly con- 
sidered sub-divisio~ls of i\lastuj, but ahen Gor Aman involved hinrself in quarrels with Chit- 
r i l  on one side aud aith Kasllmir on the other, all his lands were conquered, Kasl~rnir taking 
Gilgit an,d Gakuch, whilst Aman-ul-RIullc annexed CllitrAl Yaln. When I \vas ill tllis district 
Kokan Beg was its governor, and Yassan aud Warasguru were being admillistered by the 
Heir Apparent. 

The climate of Mastuj is mild and stlow is by no means an annual occurrctlce in the 
valley. The soil yields two crops in the year, I I I I ~  from the second a l~umper harvest is 
never expected, as the scason is too far advanced for the grain to perfectly ripeti. 'l'lle fruit 
trees yield just sufficient for the wants of the inl~abitnnts, so that there is no export of dried 
fruits. Lead and antimony are found in the vicil~ity of Afastnj on thc opposite banlt of 
the river, but all, that is excavated, belongs to the Shah. Gold wasllil~g is, with the permis- 
sion of Amall-ul-Alulk, carried on in tlle hlastuj stream, both above and below the fort, 
but is not worked systematically enougl~ to render it  a source of illcome to the state. 

The inhabitants arc of the Shiah denomination and, although not absolutely priest 
ridden, arc mean and cowardly : no doubt, the constant dread of being sold into slavery Ilns 
had a great deal to do with their depressed conditioll. This nefarious trade has been carried 
011 to a considerable estellt in this valley, and ollly halt the lands suita1)le for cultivation 
have in consequence been brought under the plough. Cattle :~nd sheep are to be met 
with but not in large numbers: the flesh of goats is preEerred by the inhabitants to that 
of sheep. 

The Saiads of tllc village of Chawinj are reported to be an intelligent class, con- 
versant with Mahomedan rites and ceremonies. Rice is grown in some portions of this 
sub-division, but wheat is the staple food of the inhabitants. The manufacture of chogas, 
pattus, and socks is largely carried on by both men and women, whilst llawks and falco~ls 
are captured, and with the consel~t of the Shah, sold to traders from Dir and Bndaltshan. 
Tuni~ ,  markhor, and rnuskdeer aboul~d on the hills in the Ghiznr and Laspur valleys; 
foxes wolves and jackals are also to be met with. 

Mastuj is a morc ancient town than ChitrB1, and was formerly a rendezvous for 
kafilas. T l ~ e  emperor T ~ i m u r  visited this place more than once, md on each occasion being 
plcased with its climate and surroundings made short stays : he crtendetl its gardells and 
encouraged tr:~ders to utilize it as one of tlleir depats. Tlle town lies on the main road t o  
Kabul, Bhdakshan alld Gilgit. Some of the older inhabitants told me that their forefathers 
were not of the same persuasion as themselves, but werc idolaters, very probahly Buddhists. 
The lallguage at present spoke11 ill the vicinity of Mastuj is similar to that of Gilgit, 
except that Persinn words and phrases have crept in, probably owing to some followers of 
Taimur, having settled here. The valley about Mastuj is capable of maintaining a large 
population, but to such an extent has slavery been carried on, that the present number 
of souls does not exceed 10,000, which would not be considered too large for a quarter 
the extent of land that Mastuj comprises. 
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Ghixar valley begina ahorit twenty miles sonth of lifastoj, and runs in nn easterly 
directior~ to Gupis, lvherc its waters drain illto the Yaasnn Ol~izar nnd Lnapur rallcys. 
stream, a tributary of tlie Gilgit river. l ' l ~ e  most dircct 

route from Gilgit to Chitrbl lies through this valley nnd was tmvcrsed I)y BInjor Biddulph 

in  1878 (vide "Tri l~es  of the Hind11 Kosh," Chap. V). The v:llley is derrcril~etl as fcrtile, 
with a population of from six to seven thouuand, principally of the Shiali sect. The soil 
yields an a1111ua1 crop. 

Tlre Lnspur vallcy begins a t  the hill range dne east of Cl~itrlrl, and its river, after 
flowing for half its length in a north-easterly direction, turns to  the north and flow3 into 
the  Kunar river by Mastuj fort. Though this valley is hut half the size of Cihizar, i t  
is  reputed to he the most populous and most productive in all Chitrhl. The gardens, or- 
chards, beds of roses, nnd wild flowers, that deck t l ~ c  hill slopes, are the talk of a11 who have 
seen them. The markhor and niuakdcer a b o u ~ ~ d  in the valley, the shooting of the latter, ia 
very remunerative. T l ~ c  hlanliets manufactured in tlre Laspur valley have n reputation 
superior to all in eastern Afgl~anistan; thcp are generally white and of a fine texture. 
Sheep and cattle are very plentiE111, and find ample pasturage on the grassy slopes of the 
hills. Traders from Swat and Dir frcqncntly visit this valley for the purpose of procuring 
muskpods and blankets. TTre were told that Buddhist remains aud tile ruins of ancient 
cities are to be met with. Blatchlocks with short barrels are the only firearms used. The 
population is said to exceed 10,000 souls. 

Yassan the  capital of the valley so named is situated at  an elevation of 7,560 feet nbove 
sea level OII  tlre right ha~rlc of the Yassnn river a t  a spot where 

Yassan or Warnehgu~n. 
tlre foot of the hills is over a mile distant from the stream. 

The l)rincipal valleys which drain into this stream in Yassan territory are the Tui, Darkot 
Asnml)ar aud Naspargol, all populated, the Asumbar heing the most fertile. Through tlre 
Tui valley lies the alternative route to Blastuj, and the road, following the Darkot, leads to 
Sarhad and Badaksha~r, and is coristar~tly used by tratlers with laden animals durir~g three 
months of the year, whilst for foot passengers i t  is always practicable, unless the winter is 
exceptionally severe. By the Asurnbirr valley Gakuch is reached, and tlris route, alt l~ougb 
involving the  passage of a son~eaha t  high pass is pronounced to  be not nearly so difficult 
as that df tlre \var;shgurn valley. The Naspargol, as far as it extends, flows parallcl with 
the  Glrizar, hut being devoid of lrabitatiorr for a couple of stages the route is selclom adopted. 

The outlaw Pallilwan Khan resided iu Y:~ssnn before 11e was exiled. The fort is 
capable of holding a thousa~ld men, and wells have been sunk inside the rnmparts. The 
soil in the  Yassan valley is very rich; but the climate and the severity of the winten mil1 
not permit of more that1 one crop being raised annually. The Slriah sect predoniinates 
now, but  a t  one time the i~lhahi ta~r ts  are said to have been Buddhists. The ordinary clotlaes 
morn are made of wool, the caps are after the same style as that adopted by the Kampta 
tribe of Kfifirs. T l ~ e  population of the Yassau district exceeds 20,000. 

The distribution of land is carricd out on a very di f fere~~t  system to tlrat of the 
P i~ t l~ans .  l ' l~e larld is owned erclasively by the ruler who 

Distribution oE Lands. farms out portions of it to his subjects at  a certain rental. 
The farmers are divided into two clmses, aiz., those who have held allotments for generations, 
and those who have settled in Clritl.ril witl~in the present generation; k i lowi~~g  the Shall's 
absolute power and autl~ority, both classes alike work a t  their fields ill fear and trembling, 
and are appare~itly resigned, so s t r o ~ ~ g  is their belief i n  " Kismat" or fate, to whatever cala- 
mity may overtake them. 

Settlers desirons of farming lands in CliitrLl are presented to the Shah, and acqnaint- 
ed with the terms on whirl1 they will be accepted as citizens, which are thnt wives will be 
provided for them, and that when once married they are not to quit Cl~i t~i r l  territory, any 
attempt to do  so beiug considered a capital crime : on conse~~t ing to these terms the parties 
are I~anded over to the Salikal or  Chief's agent, rho ,  from all accou~~ts ,  is readily nl)le to 
procure wives for them. The expenses illcurred in these marriage ceremonies are borne by 
the state, but are never very excessive, the gifts consisting principally of pieces of cloth and 
n few sheep; lands are then assigned in any valley they may select, unless they Irapllc~r 
to  be taken into the service of the Shah as his personal attendants. As a rule tlre Uarlsl~ah 

is averse to  extending this system of farming to Yathans as they are generally co~rsitlered 
unruly subjects. The Patlrans who have settled on the soutl~ern frontier of Cl~itrirl, I~ordcr- 
ing 011 Dir territory, are a source of troul~le and ;iunoyslrce to the Badsl~ah, as after a sllile 
they invariably leave the country nnd take their families with them. Although the chief is 
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not hrbitllnllp tyrnl~i~irnl, his supremc power is such that his suhjects live in constant dread, 
slid Ile hnS Only to e\prcss 9 nvisl~ for it to be grntifictl. When a Illan nt' note, or even one of 
illferior (]egrce, disnt'penrs or comes to an nn t imel~  end, it is gc~~ernlly untlcrstood that he 
Ilad in some way comc 1111der the displeasl~re of Iris ruler. 011 onc occr~sioll wltilst we were in 
tile presence of tllc chicf, int~mation was brought to the effect t l ~ a t  one of l ~ i s  s~ibjccts had 
beet1 wn,Flnid and sr~crcly wounded with swortl cuts, on Ilearing which the chief turned to  
me and if I could render any nssista~lce; but learuing the n11t11re of thc wounds 
1 rel'licd that I ans  powerless, I~cing ollly a pliysiciar~ and no s u r g r o ~ ~  : before we 11ad taken 
leave of the chief \re I~enrd thnt the man had died. On enquiry I learnt that the murder 
had beell iostignted by the chicf nut1 that eventually the murderer mould be secretly rewarded. 

&furders are rare amongst the people of Cl~itrhl, aud when they occur thc murderer 
his family are sold into slavery. Al tho~gh  of latc purchasers arc 11ot always forthcoming, 

pet it ca1111ot be said that the traffic in human bcii~gs I~as  entirely ccnsed. I t  is a n-ell- 
knoan fact thnt women whose l~i~sbands are nlive have hren purchased by t l ~ c  men of Swat 

Dir at prices varying from 150 to 300 rupecs each, a11c1 then been married a second time; 
and al t l l~~lgl i  Sllao Bal~n a11d others have repentedly esprcsscd it as t l ~ e i ~ ,  opinion that such 
marriages arc not in strict accordance with the precepts of the Koran, little heed is given 
to their remonstratices. 

Displ~tes arc s~ipposed to be settler1 accortling to the ruling of the Shariat, but vir- 
tllrlly the \rill of the r l~ler  takes precedence. No maningcs are pcrmittcd in Cllitrhl ~vilh- 
ollt the c o ~ ~ s e ~ ~ t  of this tyrant, a law vcry strictly ciiro~.ced in Chitriil l 'ai~~, wllntevcr the 
degree of the aspirant. Those in distal~t rlistricts ob t i~ i~ i  the c o ~ ~ s e u t  of t l ~ c  I-Iiliim n ~ ~ d e r  

they may be. Ou the arrival of travellers and traders at Chitrhl infor~uation is 
fortll\rith couscged to the S l ~ n l ~ ,  and it rests entirely with 11im whethcr lie sl~ould turn t l ~ c m  
hack or not; lie moreovcr regards with great dislike any one a t t e n ~ p t i ~ ~ g  to penetrate into 
KRfiristan and does his utmost to stop it. Pcrsonal attentlants wait oil tlre chief for four 
moutlrs in the pear and t11e11 go to their homes for three montl~s, t l~eir  placcs being filled up 
by I'resh ones just returned from furlougli. Some of these menials by pleasi~~g their chicf 
have had gifts of lmlds bcstowcd on them for life. Wazira, or advisers, have j;rgirs absig~~cd 
to them ; state acrvants rcccive t11ei1, \v:tges ill kind. Forced li~hol. is practisetl to a very 
great extent; when for iuslauce I was going througl~ thc K:rlasl~ valley the trees mere being 
felled for the 3Ieahgans by men who received neitl~cr wages nor food ror their work. 

I n  Chitrill every adult is liable to be called out for scrvice sllould occasion require. 
If an outpost of Chitriil is espccted to be attacked, the 

Figlltilig pop~ilntion. 
chief issues orders to the governor of the nearest valley to 

despntcl~ a certain number of armed men, \vhosc ammuuit io~~ is fortra~ded from ChitrB1. 
Eacl~ valley has a standard of its own which is accompa~lied by d~ . r~ms ,  flutes and other 
musical iust~~umeuts. The fighting principally conslsts in defentling ' slingas ', or stone en- 
clos~ires, from which sorties are so~uetin~es made a ~ l d  the foe encouutered hand to liaud. New 
settlers are seldom called out for such attacks b ~ ~ t  only those on ~ r h o m  reliance can 11e 
placed. The Badab-shAiiis in the Sl~ushai rallcy, the Khfirs of Kalashgum anrl P;rtI~an 
settlers in Cl~i t l i l  are csempt from military servicc, autl 13altis (carriers) are not espectetl to 
t u r ~ ~  out on such occasious ; i~~stnnces however are OIL record when Kkfirs have volunteered, 
llotably so in the carnpaig~~ against Gilgit, \\hen they b r o ~ ~ g h t  back the bodies of their kills- 
men, who fell in thc engagemeut, for huiial in their own lands. 

Each body of men collected from a particular valley appoints its own officers; and 
when several such bauds nre 111assed togcthcr the senior 

Dfetllod of conductillg a war. 
ofZicer present taltes commar~d of the comhiucd forces. 

Ordcrs arc not given by word of c o ~ ~ ~ m a n d  but hy signals with differeut coloretl flags, a red 
flag for instance, conveying the order that thc men arc to fire bet'ore coining to close quart- 
ers ; suugas are el.ected by t l ~ e  mcn uuder the survcillat~ce of an officer. The garrisons of 
these suiigas swear on thc Koran to fight faitltfi~lly. Each sunga is named after the valley, 
that its co~~structors iuhahit. The cavalry in adrlition to their o r d i ~ ~ a r y  arms are supplied 
wit11 laeaoes which they use to capture prisoners when p u r s u i ~ ~ g  the enemy. 

I n  each valley is stored a certain amount of gl*ain belonging to the state, and those 

Bupplies during a war. going on au espcditiou from that vitlley reccive a ration : in 
the ficld of action t l ~ e  commissariat is uutler the Sakkal, 

wllo is also responsible that the men in tlre surlgas receive their foot1 a d  water. I n  each 
tillage a certain number of carrier8 are employed whose duty in war is to furi~iah the soldiers 



CHITRAL DISTRICT. 

with grain and ammunition, and in peace to atack supplies. Men proceeding on field service 
are r a t i o ~ ~ e d  a t  the different halting places at  the pul~lic cxper~sc, provided timely notice has 
been given of thc n ~ ~ r n l c r  : a t  thc same time therc is a tlivtinct order for every man to  
always carry 3 days' proviaioi~s with him; these provivious are carried in Gudas. 

Horses are not bred in the country but imported from BadakshAn, and theae are 
generally very servicenl~lc animals. The cavnlry are to a Cavalry. 
certain extent trained to perform maneuvres, but the 

strength of this arm is very small, the entire force in all ChitrAl not exceeding a thousand. 
Turcoman horses :Ire to be seen in the stal~les of thc Badshall, but are not valued at  their 
proper wortl~. hIules and doulteys are scarcc, and a camel is a curiosity. 

Tlrc principal products of the soil are wheat, barley, rice, bakilla (pot herb bean), 
gram, lentil, (masur), Indian millet, joar, lobia, rayed 

Products. 
kidney bean (mai), kidney bean (mot) and Itaiian millet 

(goltht), which are grown in sufficient q11antitie.r to snpply the wants of the district. Rice is 
not cultivated in the Chitri l  hills, and ncither gram rlor masur is to be found in the Ludkho 
valley, wheat and barlcy coi~sti tuting the staple food in both these localities. The ricl~ness 
of the I~arvests is dcpcrrde~rt 011 the nmount of snow that falls during the winter months, 
and should the season be a mild one thc crops suffer. 

This province produces a variety of fruits, some cultivated in orchards, others grow- 
ing i n  their wild state : dried fruits form one of the exports of the country. Mralnuts, 
mulberries, apples, pears, apricots, peaches, nak quince, grapes, cherries, tong, pomegranates, 
and jalgozas (an edible pine) are all to be met with. Rhubarb grows abundantly on the hill 
slopes and is eaten both raw and cooked ; the mulberry is most commou and very sweet ; the 
walnuts are of a supcrior quality, apples are inferior, but apricots of the very best, the pears 
are large 11ut not cqual to tllose of either Kabul or ICashn~ir, some have heen seen it1 the 
Kaiash valley weighing as much as two pounds. Pomegranates are somewhat scarce but the 
few thcre are, are juicy and rich: tnr~rips, carrots, mailre or logal palak, sas, gishnish, dha- 
nealr or danu (coriander seed), ltaranl sag, onions, and turmeric are plentiful. The ChitrLli 
has a great lilting for vegetablcs and will cat ally wild herb tllat does not prove injurious. 
Melons have been seen in lower C l~ i t r i l  about Darosh. 

Tobacco is grown in some parts of the state, especially Chitrgl Bnla, but not in suffi- 
cient quantities to supply the wants of the pcople. As a rule it. is not much smoked after 
the Indian clistom, in I~ultas, but eaten in n finely pomdcred state and occasionally taken 
as snuff. The hulias are made of the dried shells of pumpkins, trained when green to take 
the form of a bottle. Tobacco is often mixed with dried mulberry leaves, and even in this 
adulterated condition sells for 8 rupees a seer. 

All mines that are worked in this province are under the immediate orders of the 
Badshah, and all rights in them reserved. Arsenic, in the 

Yincs. Chitrbl~ tongue called Anll, is worlted in tlre Tirnchmir valley 
immediately above its junction with tlie Turico stream; i t  is found on the hill slopes abont 
thirty feet above-the valley and six feet from the surfnce; i t  is sold to traders from Badakshan 
and Iudia, and if purchased a t  Chitrbl costs from 4 to  5 rupees n seer; by bn!.ing direct 
from the mines, i t  can be obtained a t  LnlE that price; the traders Ilowever seldom pay in 
money and us~ially give merclrar~dise in exchange. The annual income derived from these 
miues is estiruated a t  10,000 rupees. 

Lead is found in the hills to the north of Mastuj, in the Shushai and Warashgum 
valleys and in Drassan and ChitriLl proper; in Drassan i t  is most abundant. The chief does 
uot permit the exportation of lead; and individuals detected selling i t  are severely punisl~ed. 
Ant i~nony is to be found about Mastuj, but the mines are only worked at  intervals, as it is 
also a forbidden article of export. 

Gold is obtained from sand washings in the Kunnr river abont Mastuj and Chitrbl, 
and well repays those that collect the dust; though the color is dull, its quality is good, the 
specimen that I brought away to  be tested being pronouuced equivalent to 22-carat gold. 
A tburth of the quantity collected is retained by the laborer, a fourth by the governor of the 
valley and the remailling half is received by the Shah. TIIC rate per tolah a t  which this 
gold is sold in Cl~itriil, varies from twelve to fourtee11 rupees (Kabuli) which is paid in kind. 
The gold of the Tangir vnllcy fetches a higher price than that of ChitrU, but neither can 
compete with that obtained from washings in the Osus and brought down from Badakshan. 
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Articles from Pesl~awur are taxed by weight and not by value; the rates are 3 rupees 
for a horse load, 2 for a mule nr~d one rupee for loads 

Dutioe. carried 11y men : this duty is only lcsietl on articlcs for 
sale in tlle district; if however the mcrchandisc is t o  be co~~veyed  across tlrc I-Iiudu Knsh 
illto Uadakshan, two s ~ r c l ~  tnxcs are enforced, oue a t  Darosh thc otlrer a t  ChitrBl. O n  the 
export of arsenic the chief is paid n sinrilar duty, and in the case of timber he receives 
two rupees for every log n~emnr i r~g  tell fect in length and two and half ill diameter. The 
revcnne derived from duties in the Chit,riil state an~ouu t s  to two and a half lacs of rupces, 
three fourths of which is obtairlcd from the timber trade. 

The following are some of the exports of the  c o u n t q  :-Timber, arsenic, woollen and 
pasha~u fabrics, such as chogas, blankets, 311d pattus of 

Exports nnd Imports. sorts, gold dust, hawks, walnnts, grapes and drier1 fruits, 
111usk pods, caps, small bags eml~roidered with silk, and cotton carpets, of the  aggregate 
value of three lacs of Knbuli rupees. 

The inlports are coarse cotton fabrics of Indian manufacture. Hardwares cf sorts, 
salt, tea, iudigo, sugar, lnngis of Pesl~awur nnd Ludl~iana manufacture, dyes for coloring 
horses, charas, China plates and Korans, of an  estimated value of 14 lacs. 

There are two main routes through Chitrill : one runs from Dir to Badaltshan over 
the Lnwarni Pass throng11 Chitrdl proper, and either crosses 

Rootes. the Durn, or  Nnksau pass, or proceeds from ChitrAl t o  
Drassan, thence following either the Turico and I'arkl~lrn valleys to  Sl~ignan and \VakllBn. 
The second runs from Cl~itrAl to Gilgit either by the Laspur-Ghizar route or across the  
Tui glacier vid Yassan ; a branch road from Ynssan runs to Sarhad in  Wakhdn by the Darkot 
pass. Ry tlre Kuuar valley there is a road to JellAICbacl and another leading into Khfir~stan; 
tlrcre arc also small paths only practical~le for foot passengers by the Bagoshta, ICalash, and 
AIII \nllc.v>, t l ~ e  last of which is generally uscd by t l ~ e  KBfirs, who bring sheep, cheese and 
butter to Chitrdl for sale. 

The chief receives the greater portion of his revenue in  kind, a tenth of the natural  
products of the soil being his propcrty ; in addition to this 

Rerenue. 
every valley has to furr~ish mout t~lg  30 sheep and 10 seers 

of ghi. The outlring districts (on the frontier) are l~omevcr not liable t o  this tar,  and 
have ouly to supply a certain number of hawks and cl~ogas anuuallp. 

I n  the report submitted to the Surveyor General in September last I alluded briefly 
to the system of government, to the personal character of 

Manners nnd custonls. 
tlre ruler Aman-111-hfullc and to the iguorcince of his four 

advisers, I will now describe the sereral chmactcristics of the people of Cl~i t r i l .  

Although the ruler of C11itr;il has many gross f a i l i~~gs ,  I myself and others are of 
opinion, that he is disposed to be guided by the advice of the  Indian Government; this 
however should be conveyed to him direct, and not as a t  present, through the Kashmir 
durbar, whose malice1 in C h i t ~ l l  is a man of so little influence that 11is presence a t  a dmbar  
is ignored, and his opinion never cven asked. This cour~try, situated as i t  is  on the lriglr road 
to  ceutral Asia, must soouer or later play a prominent part in all questions of a political 
and commercial nature. Tllis view is not a singular one but lras been entertained for a 
long period by so distinguished an autlrority in all matters connected with central Asia 
as Sir Ilenry Ramlinson. That a like ir~jportance is attached to  this district by others, 
is made clear by the offer made a short time ago by Itussian agents for tlre Ludltho valley, 
and still later by the endeavour to contract for the revenue of tlre Darkot valley including 
Yassau. 

The houses of ChitrBl are of a very ~ r imi t ive  nature, the walls are of mud and stone 
inrliffereutly put together, the roob  are low, and t11c entrance door is the only meal18 of 
veutilation; adjoiuing rooms 11;lve but the one eutrance, and are conscqrrentlp vcry tlark, 
even in the day time. Human beings a d  cattle live together promiscuously, R I I ~  no 
attempts s t  cleanliness are made. 

The owners resort to these hovels as little as possible, passing tlre entire dny (unless 
othermivise occupied) in  company with their families in the S;rl~an IChanil, or collrtyard, which 
adjoins every house. The women collect under the trees, aud spend their days in  ueedle 
work aud cotton spinning. 



The Chitriili charpoys (cots) callctl "Zlrin" are Iradly madc, invariably too al~ort ,  and 
gencrally infester1 with vcrmin : the majority of the ir~l~alritants slcell on tlre thresholds of 
their houaes. T l ~ e  platcs of walnut wootl, on ahiclr tlre food is servetl up, are rrevcr looked 
after, and thc copper vesscls, in whicl~ the foot1 is cookcd, are seldom tinned, and a l e n ~ s  dirty. 
Cotton is not grown t o  any c ~ t c n t  in the district. l 'hc drcss of the inh~bi tants  consists 
principally of woollen matcrinl: chogas are in use all tlre ycar round, some of very superior 

quality, I ~ u t  unfit for use during the rtrir~s. Thcrc are tlrree sorts of clrogas-the hlargaloon, 
the  Kirbiri ant1 the Sccnndri. Tile JIargalootr arc made of decr hair mixed with the down of 
cluclts, ant1 are valued at  from 20 to  30 rupees cnch. They are of n khaki color, and are sel- 
dom cxportetl. The Iiirhiri are made from the wool of kids that the mother has been 
carrying for fifteen days, and are valued at  from 30 to 25 rupees each ; therc is a large de- 
ma~rd  for tbcsc chogas in Smat as ncll  as ill tlrc Pcshawnr marliet. Srlcl~ cl~ogns are selected 
for prcsct~tation hy the chief to  deserr , i~~g snl)jects. The Secundri rank first in quality, 
aud as a rule are white and made of goat hair, or pasham; tllcy are valued at  from 30 to  50 
rapccs cacl~ .  P ~ ~ t t u s  and 1)lallkets are largely man~ifactmed for export, those of Cl~itrLl 
Bala arld from the Laspur valley fetcl~ing thc highcst prices. IYaterrnills, known in the 
ClritrLli tongue as I i l~owra ,  are plentiful in every vallcy ; the working of these mills is en- 
trustetl e~rtirclr  to  thc womcn : tile owner of the mill receives half a scer of floirr for every 
mnnnd oE grain, and the  earning of cvcry eighth day is claimed by the blacksmiths and 
barbers. 

The game of "Gal" or Polo (in Persian "Chaogau Bazi") is played on horseback. 
Sides are madc up, and the one tlmt wins the toss has t l ~ e  ad OP Polo. 
privilege of malting the first stroke; this is done by one of 

the  party retiring with the ball to  almost the etrd of the court, and then adraucing a t  
full gallop towartls t l ~ c  centre, ml~ere  he :illo~vs the I)alI to  drop; mlrilst it is in tile act of 
falling the ridcr strikes at it, and sl~onld hc fail to hit it one of his partners, who has been 
following close I)cl~ind, scts the ball in motiori, driviug it in the direction of his opponents' 
goal. The side t l ~ a t  scores the largcst r~umber o f  goals compels the losing side to d:~ucc in 
the  prcscrlce of the gathering. i\Insicians are always on the grounds when "Gal" is to  be 
played. There are few villages of any ~lote ,  tllat have trot a "Gal" ground adjoining. 

Every ir~dividual is expected to  be able to dance, as dances are held on all occasions 

Dancing or Wcnn tolo. 
of rejoicing, and f r e q ~ ~ e r ~ t l y  also to pass the time when 
keeping watch at  night;  tlrc spectators form a ring, the ma- 

sicians sitting in the middle, the intlividual selected to dance then steps to  the front, and 
aftcr malting his ol~eisance to the  principal spectator begins his performarlce. The dances 
consist of de re ly  raisiug the feet ilternately in time to  the music, which is gradually quick- 
ened, till a t  the finish the pace is so fast that  i t  requires great celerity on the part of the 
dancer. Some of the  dances are performed by a mau armed with a couple of naked swords, 
which he  whirls about him with great dexterity, at  times holding one between his teeth and 
swinging tllc othcr over Iris head and under his feet in a similar manner to an Indian 
juggler. VC'ornc~~ take no paft in such proceedings, and are not expected to  dance even 
amougst themselves. 

When slavery mas a safe nnd effective means of filling the treasury the price of a 

*?nol furosi or of ~,uma,l be yo11llg lvonlan was 200 rupees, of a man 150, and of a p n t h  
ings. nndcr fiftecn 130. The dealers hat1 merely to notify the 

number they required and the Badshah would give his orders to the Denanbegi to pro- 
duce them from a certain valley; the unfortunate creatures mere brought forthwith, and 
llanded over to  the  traders in t he  presence of the clrief; as a rule the trapping of these 
victims used t o  be carried out in the e:rrly mornings; without any explanation they were 
hurried away to Chitrbl and locked up in the fort, till the prrrchasers s e r e  ready to start. 
No t  very long ago n brisk trade used to  be curried on by the slnve dealers from Bokl~nra 
and Uadaksha~~,  but of late it l ~ a s  fallen off if not absolutelp died ou t ;  nor-a-days the  
p r i ~ ~ c i p a l  dealers are the  Rleahgans, who run the gauntlet through British territory and effect 
salcs in Tirah. 

Native travellers are every where srlpplied with bread and cheese gratis, nnd a visitor 
to  the ruler receives a couple of sheep and sufficient wheat, 

Honpitalit,~ and food. butter a ~ ~ d  fruits for I~imselF a~rrl his retir~ue; ordioary tra- 

ders llomc\rer hove t o  pay for any thing they want. The Chitrtli is more particular i r ~  his 

food than the ordinary PatIran; he  has some idea of mixing i~rgrediet~ts a r ~ d  of eatiug 
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meat with llread and vegetables; their cooked dishes are of various sorts, one or two will 
suffice as illustrations. 

Sho,,ik-rhir is made by boiling 3 or 4 seers of milk, till its dcnsity equals that 
of crenm, and then placing it between two thin hand cakes of flour which are put on the fire 
and baked. 

Shapik-iag~rm is another bread in which the flour is mixed with milk and ghi instead 
of with wnter ; these cakes are then steeped in a composition consisting of honey or sugar 
and eggs, and the11 baked. 

Sltapik-kanb consists of kurds h i d  between two cakes covered with melted butter. 

Shapik-bishor consists of calies covered with vegetables ant1 mcat pounded togetl~er. 
Rice, which in Chitriili is kuown as kering, besides bcing boiled is always eaten with melted 
butter and vegetables. 

Bishor-i-kiri, from Bishor meat and kiri a goat, consists of the liver and skin of a 
goet : i t  is considered a delicacy and is eaten with either rice or flour. - 

Rnlao is a bread made from grapes; the fruit is collected and the juice having been 
extracted is boiled until a glutinous consistency is obtained; it is then spread on a board 
spriukled with flour and allowed to cool, a i d  finally cut into pieces from 4 to 6 incl~es 
square. Bread thus prepared will keep for more thau a year. 

All household duties are entrusted to the women; wllen these are finished, they 
employ themselves on ncedle work, a task apparently to their 

Work entn~sted to women. fancy and one in which they are adepts. The unmi~rried 
in Kohistan Chitriil tend the cattle and herds if there is no danger of a raid. 

The people of Chitr61 are short in stature, somewhat stout and of a clear complexion; 
they have roalld features, prominent eyes, and dark hair, and their general appearance is 
pleasant; they are renowned as athletes and pedestrians, few, if any, of their ncighbours 
being able to compete with them. They are neither bigotted nor treacherous, but even- 
tempered, passionately fond of music and dancing, and very amenable subjects. The system 
of early marriage prevails to a certain extent, 12 and 15 being considered the suitable ages 
for young couples to enter on the married state. Further notcs on their habits and customs 
would be superfluous as iu most respects these resemble those of the ordinary Pathaus. 

The country of Kiifiristan is surrounded on all sides by Mahornedan states: i t  is 
bounded on the north by the Hindu Kush mountains, or  

Introduction. 
the southern limits of Radakshan; on the south by the 

Laghmiin valley; on the east by the Sunar  river; and on tlre west by a range of hills runni~lg 
south from tlie Hindu Kush. Rougl~ly speaking therefore the country lies between the 
parallels of 34' 40' and 3G0 0') and iu longitude between TO0 and 71° 40' east of Greenwich. 
Snow lies on the crests of the higher mountain ranges throughout the year, and their slopes 
and spurs are densely clad with deodar, chir, seri, mountain ash, planes, walnut aud the 
edible pine. Wild grapes are to be found in the valleys, but owing to the ricl~ness of the 
vineyards are not brought to any use. 

The country is divided into four ~r incipal  valleys, viz., Alishang, Alingar, Pich 
a ~ ~ d  Sin, each of which is joined by countless glens and dales running from the hills : no- 
where in this tract are the ~ a t h s  practicable for horses or beast3 of burden. The strean~s are 
either crossed by shhhtirs, i .e. ,  trunks of large trees rudely put together and thrown across, 
or by susper~sion bridges, the ropes oE which are made of plaited twigs. Though the ordi- 
n a y  pathways on the hill sides would try the nerves of the boldest mountaiueer the Kirfirs 
are quite at ease on them: the common notion is that in 11ill climbing ICiLfir~, ChitrBlis 
and goats are on a par, and that if any prererence is to be given it must be to the ICbfirs. 
The soil yields one crop annually which is more than sufficient for the wants of its iuhabitants. 
On one occasion some of my followers enquired of two influential KLfirs of t l ~ e  Sin valley 
how they came by the name of Kbfir; they told us that the name had been originally 
given them by their surrounding neighbours who are all of tlie Mahomedan faith, and that 
they had accepted the appellation not being aware that it was significant of contempt. They. 
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could give us no satisfactory i~~lormat iou as to their origin, but when questioned about their 
rcligion they poilltcd trpwarda nnd mid, "We hclicve in God the Creator." 1 subsequently 
learnt that their rcligiol~, as i ~ t  present ex i s t i~~g ,  has been the religion of their forelathera 
for as many gencrations as they can traditionally rccall. T l ~ e  worship of thcir deity, whom 
they call Amra, will be referred to I~erearter. 

The Pathaus hold that the KLfirs originally inhabited Arabia, t l ~ a t  they wore drivel) 
ou t  of their country nntl jo~irneyed here; t l~ i s  idea however is distinctly dellied by tbe 
Kbfirs themselvcs, who mnilltain that their country originally included Swat and nkjour ; 
ar a proof of this statcmer~t they brougl~t  to our notice the ancient ruins which are to  
1)e fonnd in thosc districtu, all11 which they affirm are 111c rcrnain~ of their settlements prior 
t o  invasions from tile south and west. I t  is s11l111oscd that ~ l l e u  the Mahomedans were 
extending t l~e i r  don~inions, tbose Kkfirs, who rcfasctl to accept the raitl~ of the conquerors, 
were gratlually drive11 out of their lallds into tlte fastnesses t l~cy  now occupy. A tradition 
I~eld l)y t l ~ e  of Badalisl~an, concernillg the origin of this peculiar 1leople, makes t l ~ e m  
out to I)e the dcscelldants of the soltliers and se~.rants of Alezauder the Great, a faille that 
will not bear scrirti~ly. As far as is know11 a t  prcueut their language is not allied to th t~ t  of 
ally other peol)le; but by closely cxarr~iniug several of the words ill the annexed glousary, it 
will appear that tllcre is a certaiu affiuity to Sanscrit. Judging however from the diversity 
of tongues l ~ r e v a i l i ~ ~ g  in the four main valleys, I think one may safely conclude that the 
people now iuhal)iting the country of KAfiristau are R collection of different uationalities 
brought togetller iuto t l~ci r  present habitation by force of circumstances. The difficulty of 
a r r i v i ~ ~ g  a t  any satisfactory decision regarding these people is greatly increased by the fact, 
that  the only informat io~~ available is purely traditional, aud that nothing of a written cha- 
racter ha3 yet been traced to the Kifirs. 

The Mahomedans generally speak of these people as "Shialt KBfirsJJ or "Stir Kifirs"; 
the  term " S6r" has reference either to their-hright or ruddy complexions, or to their 
rvvengeful disl)ositio~~s, as thc Kbfirs co~lsider nothing so honorable as slagil~g a Mahon~edan. 
The word " Shial~" means black, and as applied to the KBfirs, either signifies black at heart 
or  refers to the dark-colorcd dress worn by the loner orders, such as blacksn~iths, carpeuters, 
wine-pressers aud shepherds; amongst the last named, both men and momen inv:uiably wear 
a d;rrli-colored dress made of goats' llair, so that the term " Sl~iah pos11 ", as recorded by 
Baber aud other historians, may be accounted for by the fact that most KAfirs met with 
or  seeu from a distance would necessarily be of the s l~epl~erd  class engaged iu tending 
their flocks. The Pathans furthermore have applied the terrn Shiah to this people owing 
to  the enmity shewn by them to any one of a different faith. A story is told to esemplify 
the difficulty of really couverting a Kifir :-One Babu Jan, a KBfir of lcattbr a village 
in Darra N6r, was supposed to have been converted to the Mahomedan faith, and became 
s o  ae l l  versed in Arabic, Pe~tsian and Pashtu, that he wrote works in each of the three lan- 
guages w11icI1, especial!y those in Pashtu, are quoted to this day. After some gears n strong 
desire came on this convert to visit his own country, and he accordir~gly set out, When 
he arrived a t  the N6r  valley, and beheld the land of his birth, he exclaimed, " Ba tobo heh 
spin nikre Babu Jana haga tamse ch5 da-warai asal-i-tor mi ;" which means, "however much 
you may cleanse yourself, Babu Jan, the real dark woollen blanket (or heart) cannot he made 
white." H e  llever returned to Afghanistan, but died at  Katt6r at  heart a Kbfir. His case 
clearly illustrates that the real nature of the heart remaius the same, homever e ~ ~ l i ~ l ~ t e n e d  
one may become by educatiou, and that no radical clrauge can he accomplished in one 
generation. 

The Kiifir, Mir Jan, whom we often met in ChitrB1, gnve us on one occasion the 
following story in reference to the prefix " StirJ', though he mas ignorant of any other name 
than that of KLfir by which they might in former days have been k ~ ~ o w n ;  his version 
was somewhat as follows :-Adjoining the present site of the village of Ashreth extensive 
ruius are to be seen; and the large nrea covered by them testifies to the fact that a larger place 
than Asbreth once existed there; this was our town of Dir, t l ~ e  capital of our coulrtry, 
with a very large populatioll. From this plnce and from Swat we mere driven out;  the latter 
co~int ry  was rapidly re-peopled by the Pathans, and we never could get near i t ;  but all the 
eoul~try  north of the I~owarai range between it and the Ku~ia r  river, where Dir (ancient) 
was situated, was within our reacli, ant1 we deter~nincd by frequent raids to harass the uew 
settlers. O n  one occasion me sallied forth, attacked the Pathnns and succeeded in carrying 
off' several head ot cattle, sparing neither meu, women nor children. The same night we 

suddel~ly fell upon the Pathan outpost stationed a t  Kashltaria : all our men i ~ r  addition to 

beiug arrucd with boas, arrows iiud daggers, were ca r~y iug  ligl~ted torches, which cast 
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brigllt red +re on our faces; and this, coul~led nfitll the sanguinwy way in which we dealt with 
ollr Pathnu foes and their bclougings, caused them from that datc to call 11s "Stir Krifirs". 

1 3  l l l ls  ' occurred somc fonr hundred years ago, a r ~ d  for a ml~ile wc continuer1 perl~ctrating 
Rimilar acts of veugeance, with more or less success on every occ :~s io~~ ,  which so exnsperatcd 
the Patlrans that they t~roclaimed a jehkd or  I-eligions war, n ~ ~ d  rollccting a rcry large force 
obligetl us to retreat across the river. Chitrkl t11e11 came to our rcscne, and intimated to the 
Pathans that they were not to occupy l a ~ ~ d s  north of t l ~ c  Lowarai range; t l ~ a t  if they did, 
they (the Chitriilis) would nit11 olu  aid drive t l ~ c m  baclc. Ultiu~ately an ag~.cemer~t was come 
to  between the Cllitriilis and P a t l ~ n ~ ~ s ,  I)y w l ~ i c l ~  the Patllans remained south of the rnnge; 
but Ire lost a large slice of our country and had to settle on the rielit bnnlt of t l ~ c  rivcr. l'he 
Pathans before returning took wit11 them the stones which con~tituterl  onr Dir, and ercctctl 
n fort lower down, to which they likewise gave tlrc namc of Dir. 'l'lie I~istoria~r,  Ihna-akul, 
applies to the Ktifirs the terms " Shiah" and " Slir," but only to  express his contempt 
of their degrading habits. 

There are numerous routes leading into KBfiristan from all directions: the Hindu 
Kush range is a serious obstacle to ally i n v a d i ~ ~ g  force com- 

Roada. i ~ ~ g  from the n w t h .  The route most used hy the KBfirs 
is that leading from Chitri l  via" the Kalasl; or Ain valley, not because of its supcriority over 
the otl~ers, but owing to the fact that the ICLfirs have more in conlmon nit11 the Chitrhlis 
than with any of their surronnding neigl~bours. Travellers penetr:~ting into the K f i r  coun- 
try require t l ~ e  aid of at  least a cor~ple of guides, one to lead tlre way and the other to render 
assistance a t  the difficult portions of the pathn~ays, wl~ich constal~tly cross over crags a11r1 
l~recipices; for, while the Pathans and others are accustomed to  wcar s l~oes  or sa~ldals, the 
liiifirs, both men and women, always go about bare-footed, and co~~sequerrtly have a firmer 
footing on rocks nnd slopes. The difficulties of comm~~uicat ion are greatly increased i n  
collsequence of the routes aud passes being pl~acticable for only n few months in the year. 

Whether on a short journey in his own valley or on an undertalcing that  necessitates 
several days absence from home, the KBfir always travels armed with his dagger and I~atchet, 
using tlre latter to remove any obstacles that may lie in his way. The Persian historian, 
Bucktarain, states that he never met a KLfir unprepared for a sudden attack. 

One of the routes from Kabul into this country runs through the Panjshir valley to 
its head in the Hindu Kush, a spot iuhabited by Yajilcs, better knowrr as Nimchas, or  Safis, 
who were till lately Kkfirs. When m a r c h i ~ ~ g  from Balk11 to  Kabul along this route the  
Emperor Baber first came in contact with these people professing a different faith and shew- 
iug decided hostility to the Mahomedan inroads then comnlencing. Bucktarain allrldes t o  
the Panjshir as one of the routes leading into KBfiristan; and the Arab scholar, Ibria Hakil, 
when referring to this valley, gives i t  the name of IChamsa-tnl-ussad, the Arabic form of the 
Persian word " Palrjshir" or five tigers. Sharifdin-i-Ali Yazdi, one of the Emperor Tairnur's 
advisers, states that when his master was proceedil~g from Balkh to Kabul I)y the Panjs l~i r  
route, the KBfirs harrassed the Emperor's forces to such an extent that Taimur was corr~pelled 
to send a detachment to punish them ; this task i t  appears was entrusted to the writer w l ~ o  
penetrated into the country, but did nothing beyond erecting a monumerit.* A t  the present 
day the Panjshir valley is sald to be one of the most fertile and derlsely populated tracts 
within the kingdom of Kabul, and the route along i t  is practicable for baggage animals for 
a t  least three months in the year. 

Another route, also practicable for baggage animals, runs from K a b d  into KBfiristitn 
by the Tagao valley, which is inhabited by Safis and Nimchas, and is fanled for its pome- 
granates. 

Two rorites lead from the Lagl~man valley, the western one running by the Alisl~aug. 
The northern boundary of Afgl~an territory ends a t  Tangi Najil, where the  Laghman valley 
begills; the fort of Najil is situated im~ne 'd i a t e l~  lrorth of the defile and is hcltl by KQfirs. 
'L'he valley of Alisl~ang from the defile to its source in thc Hindu Kusll rauge is about fifty 
miles in length : i t  is very fertile and inhabited hy three clans of KBfirs-the ShAllgiri, P i n d u  
and KBte-who possess in all about two tl~ousand houses, and who are c o r ~ s t a ~ ~ t l y  at  feud 
with one another. Ato, Chak61aJ Golanbl, Serdu, FarakjBn and Bargaon are some of the 
prirlcipal villages situated along the main valley and a t  the moutlls of its tributaries. 

* Thin monument aituntcd between the forte of Pashiin nnd Iiurbbn is eaid to be still existing. The K h  
of the Present day a h t  this invasion, but add that Bhariiclin had to boat a huty  retreat. 
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The route hy the Alingar, a larger river than the Alishang, leads into the very heart 
of Kilfiristan. Afg11a11 territory cuds imrnetliately above the ruirred fort of I3arlial)ad, which 
has becn r e ~ ~ d c r c d  historical as the prison l~ouae of Latly Sale in 1840. I n  Kifiriatan the 
Alingar vallcy is know11 by thc name of Kao, and the pass at  its llead lcading into Bndak- 
s l ~ a n  is called l'ir l'anjkl. Jola, I3edn1aalc, Mian Shak, Pdnjpai, Kulmin and Onochak are 
some of the principal villages of this vnlley, the population of w l ~ i c l ~  is roughly estimated 
a t  ten tl~or~vnnd souls, inclntling Shnhgiris, Randua, Kktes, and Sandos. Con t i~~n ing  east- 
wards the nest  roiltc into this ~ ~ n k n o \ v ~ r  land runs by the Pic11 valley, and joins the Kunar 
river opposite the village of Cliigau Sarai. Notllillg is known of t l ~ e  Pich valley, except that 
i t  cquals the Aliugar in size, aud that Koi TAma and Nurgal are two of its villages. 

The vallcy of A r ~ ~ a ~ v a i  Sin, a very fertile and densely populated portion of Kifiristnn, 
is the one by wl~ich trade is chiefly carried on hetmeei~ the Kilfirs and their southeru 
ne ig l~ l )~~urs .  The tribes in1ial)iting i t  are KastGz, UstGri Pina, Jamja, Kkmoz, Kastor, 
Muriia and Iiushtn; the population is estimated at  fifty tho~~sand .  Tllc principal villages 
are K U I I ~ ,  Kos, 13asgal, Sirith, Kkmu, ICZor, Akksi, KRmdesh, Banozi, BadgBm, Ram 
BadgAm, Usmoz, Ba116zba and Pnpakoz. 

Prom the ChitrRl district the principal road into Kkfiristan rnns by the Knlash valley 
north-aestwards From the village of Bin, hut no Four-footed beast could traverse it. Vegeta- 
tion ccases some six milcs below the top of the pass, which lies a t  all elevation of over fifteen 
t l l ousa~~d  feet above sea level, a ~ l d  is perpetnally covered with snow. The descent westwnrds 
is into the Artlanai Sill, and is the route, by which I entered Kifiristan on the 24th of May 
1883. The tribes inhabiting the Kalnshgum are the Kalash and Bashgalli; the latter 
liviug in  the uppcr part oE the valley. There are no villages of any size, ant1 the population 
does not exceed seven t l ~ o ~ ~ s n n d .  As this route is the most direct the KBfirs invnriably ndopt 
i t  when going to Chitriil to exchange their butter, 1io11ey and sheep for cloths and salt. The 
inhabitants of this valley are sul~jects of ChitriLl and pay a nornin:tl tribute to the Badshah, 
but they are left entirely to their own resources, and only KAfirs of the two tribes melltioned 
above dwell there. From 1)aroshp in the Ludlcho valley a route runs through the Hagost 
valley and e t~ters  the Aruamai Sin a t  its source. 

Although this tract of country is situated i n  a high latitude, enclosed by moun- 
tain ranges over sixteen thousand feet high and clad with 

Climate. 
perpetual snow, the climate is generally very enjoyable and 

healthy and only severe in minter. l 'he water of the streams is ml~olesome, the valleys are 
fertile and tlie slopes of the Itills are densely clad with pine forests through whiel~ wild goats 
and sheep wauder almost undisturbed. 

The Kbfirs, like their Pathan neighbours, are divided into several tribes or clans, 
which again are sub-divided into sections and sub-sections. 

Tribes. 
As far as I could ascertain there are eleven principal tribes 

located in the Arnawai Sin and to  the east of i t ;  this however is only a third of the eoun- 
try. Regarding the illhahitants of the Pich, Alingar and A l i s h a ~ ~ g  valleys, I could obtain 
no satisfactory information ; their 'statements were vague, and i t  was impossible to reconcile 
the information furnished by t l i f fere~~t  persons. Very little intercourse is held between the 
various tribes; aud the inhabitants of each valley speak a tongue perfectly l~ni~~te l l ig ihle  
to  those oE the adjoining ones. The follo\vil~g are the names of the eleven tribes, with the 
approximate number of their figllting men :- 

Tn'br. Strength. Chief~. 
... ... K6moz ... 600 fighting men Jandu, Diwnn Malik, MLjan, and dram Malit. 
... ' Man6gnl ... ... 300 .. Lanbndo. 

Luddheh ... ... 2,500 .. .., l\lsrah Jannah two brothsn who visited IM st Chitril- 
VQdn ... ... 900 .. ... Not knoqon. 
S116tgal ... ... 500 .. ... AIaral~ und Jannsb. ... Waik ... 500 ,, ... Not k~wwn. 
Mbjieh ... ... 600 .. ,.. tv 

... Absi ... ... 400 .. 
. . . . . .  Bastigal f KnlRBi; sl 1 Jiwnn Shah. 

Astor Kss or Austri ... 200 fighting men ... Not known. 
... Kamtdz or Knmo ... 300 .. 

making a total of 7,600 fighting men, o r  roughly speaking 35,000 souls. A Kkfir whom I 
interrogated incrersed the number of tribes to seventeen in the following order :-Kbmoz, 
Kast6zJ Ban69, Jamjos, Dewas, Partine, Unchi, Hmji,  Bin$, Chimsah, Rmga l ,  ~ z b i n i ,  
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Pir@&, KArna, Mlimn, Austri and PigrI. By comljnril~g these two lists i t  will be seen that 
tllere are o ~ ~ l y  three tribes in common to both; n discrepnncy I am tlisposed t,o account for 
in this r ise,  that the former is confin~d strictly to tribes in the Arnnw~ti Sin and cant of it, 
and that the latter is r general clnssification of n wider extent though not of all Kifiristan, 
pcasibly nlso inc lud i~~g  sub-sections. 

The K6moz tribe, also known ns Klirno,ii or Kamozi, are anid to l~ave conle from KAma 
and G6shtalands, north of Jelltil8bad. The Knmtoz are located equally in the Bagostgol 
and Lagli~nrn valleys; whilst the remaining nine wit11 t l~c i r  minor clans, the Kast6z Pinr, 
Jamja, Rlnmn, and Rusta, inllabit the Arurwai Sill a ~ ~ d  its vicinity. The Kalasl~ tribe 
were formerly located in the Cliitrkl valley, but were d r i e e ~ ~  out by the Mahonicd;~ns : tlley 
are not included alnougst the KBfirs, being slaves of the  I3nsg;tlis, and non~i i~al ly  u~ ldc r  the  
authority of the Shall of Cl~i t r i l .  The Astbri, Yina, Jamja  and l3i11a tlre smaller clans 
dwelling on the right bank of tlie Kur~ar ,  between Kalash aud the Arnawai ralle!., and i t  
is by these that the attacks on the Maliomedaus are made. 

The rcligion of the Kdfirs is grossly idolatrous, and is silpposed by some to have 
sprung from H i ~ ~ d u i s m .  Liberality is considered all essential 

Religion. grace and the practice of it is strictly enjoiued : tlre giving 
of alms is considered an act of piety. Their idols are l e g i o ~ ~ ,  each valley, glen and dale 
has some that are unknown except in that pal.ticular locality ; t l~esc  are sl~pposed to rcpre- 
s e l~ t  heroes who lived amongst them ill days of old a ~ ~ d  who now as spirits intercede with 
Amra iu their behalf. 

The names a ~ ~ d  the special rttribntcs of some of the principal KBfir idols, or  dcities, 
have been enurneri~ted in my previous report ; they are sometl~ing more than mel-e represents- 
tivcs of bygoue heroes, and are worshipped t l~ roug l~on t  tlre cou~i t ry  by all the tribes. 0 1 1  some 
occasiclns when approac l~ i~~g  an idol i t  is necessary to n~al te  an  offering of n ~ i l k  or honey, 
or  to s p r i ~ ~ k l e  t l ~ e  blood of a cow or sheep, fire being illdispensable Onring such observances. 
The Bijouris have a tradition that when the Creator iustituted langriages amongst mankind 
the Kifirs were forgotten, t l ~ a t  a reprcsentatioo was made on their behalf, and that they 
were told, nl~atsoever they chose to litter would be rearlilv understood by some one. With  
reference to  their religiou they were ordcred to  be guided by dictates of conscience only. 

They worship two principal deities " Amra" a ~ ~ d  " Dogan ". When a cow, goat or 
sheep is to be sacrificed, its necli is first washed and the lleatl t1ie11 severed Sron~ t l ~ c  body 
with a hatchet, whilst the assembled worsl~ippers dance rou~ld  tlre idol ~ i t h  l igl~ted to!,cl~es. 
When a Kifir  has killed a Rlahornedan ant1 brought in  his head, all the people turn out and 
accompany the hero to the idol's temple; gatheriugs are formed, a priest presides a ~ ~ d  au  
offering is roasted and served up  with uufermellted grape juice. The women keep apart from 
the men on all festive occasions. 

The principal KLfir gods are placed iu temples erected in their honor, whilst images 
represel~ting men of note are erected in the graveyard and fields; these images are generally 
of wood. 'J'he meat of dogs or fish can never 1)e offered to an  idol, being considered impure, 
but the driukiug of wine on all festive occasions is enjoined. 

The names of the principal gods have been previously mentioned, but these call be  
supplemented by a host of others; their names are withheld till more iuformation regarding 
their respective attribules and ofices is forthcoming. 

Some of tllcir idols are merely stones, whic11 are employed to  represent mighty goda 
whose shape mau has no couception of, and who are therefore worshipped under some 
nntural form. 

The chief products of Kifiristan consist of wheat, barley and a small amount of rice. 

Products. 
The following fruits are found in abundance :-Grapes, 
mulberries, apricots, applcs, quinces, malnuts, amlulc (white 

and black), the edible pine and chalgozas. Vegetables are also plentiful, many sorts grow- 
ing wild ; one of tl~ese, "Badrai", known as Simmon amongst the ChitrAlis, is eaten hot11 
raw and cooked; i t  is generally found on the hill slopes immediately after the m e l t i ~ ~ g  of 
the snows, has a whitish stalk and is sweet t o  the taste. Kalor is also found in abundance 
on the bills, and is generally eaten with butter. Khozla is cooked with walnuts and eaten 
principally by sportsmen. Roke and Kl~ozla  are only found in Klfiristan. The Sabbu or  
wild rhubarb grows in abundance; both its stalk and roots are eaten uucooked, and a juice 
is extrncted from its large leaves for mediciual purposes. Latu  is another vegetable found 
wild in Bbfiristan. 



The I<Bfirs are adepts at  making cheese. Their wines are extracted from the grape, 
tlie juice of wllicl~ is boilcd and kept i n  wooden jars deposited under ground. Wine oa a 
rnlc is ~~a r t a l t en  of only a t  night. Before eating tlrc Kktirs say a grace invoking thc deities 
Geiuh and Amra; whilst at  mcala they sit on stools, after t l ~ c  western fashion : the women 
liclp the wine. Tlle ordiuary Kkfir diet cor~sists of meat, bread, cheese and milk ; their 
wheat is not good, as t l ~ c  corn is cut hcEore it is ripe. IiAfirv as a rule have two meals iu 
twenty-fonr hours. Lamps are not knoan and the hurning of pine-sticks ia their only means 
of illumination at  night. Tobacco is grown in the southern valleys; but Kirfirs are not 
addicted to smelting. 

The Khfirs are proverbial for their hospitality a l ~ i c h  they extend even to Mahomerlans, 
their bittcrcst enemies. 1Vlle11 guests are present, Inore Bospitnlity nnd wino. 
tronble is taken wit11 the food than when they are alone. 

One of the dishes is  Sammn, w l ~ i c l ~  corrcnpo~~ds to the BRjouri Samanak, or C l~u .  I t  is 
made in the following mallrlcr. Meat cut iiito slices is t l~rown into a pan of water placed 
on the fire, and gronntl walnuts a ~ l d  flour arc added ; rnllen the water ha8 evaporated the 
pan is rcmoved from thc tire, and its con te~~ t s ,  \rlleu cool, are served on hrcad cakerr. 
Meall Gul of Arnaaai,  an authority on KBfir customa, gives the following description of 
the  KLfir dish Aselu. When an animal is about to bc sncrificed 1)y having its throat cut 
a pan is p1:tced to  receive the hlood, a. portion O F  which is clrunlc a t  ollce by the company and 
the  remainder thrown into a pot with soup, flour, walnut and chalgozas, and occasionally also 
the  liver n ~ ~ d  hcart of the anin1:ll : this strange mixture is kept OII the fire till it attains the 
consis te~~cy of paste, when it is removed and prese~~tcd to the high priest who serves i t  
round, giving a double portion to guests, to those mho have killed a h,fahomedan, and to 
the wives of the latter. l'radcrs are not considered guests. 

KLAr wines are of two kinds, red and pale yellow, both of which are extracted from 
grapes: the juice is presscd into an  earthen vessel and then poured into an old wooden 
bottle ~ i t h  a well-fitting stol~pcr, \ r l~ i c l~  is buried ~uitlerground, either in their dwellings, 
or  in dulins oE corn in adjoiuing fields. Some of the K8firs before pouriug the juice into 
bottles, boil it over a slo\v fire, hut this method is exceptional. The gcneral appearance of 
the wine is not inviting, though its flavour is pleasant: i t  is by no means an intoxicating 
d r i t ~ k ;  I have seeti children under twelve years of age tnlte i t  ~ i t h o u t  ill effect. Great 
care is bestowed on vineyards, and the grapes are ouly collected on certain days during the 
season. The wiue is drunk from silver or  wooden cups, aEter the h a ~ ~ d s  have been washed. 
The host alnays presents a n:lpltin to his gnest, \rhicl~ is often the u~~foldecl end of a lungi 
that  the host has thrown over his shoulder. Strange to  say this custom of presentiug a 
napkin to a gnest is u~~ ive r sa l  a m o ~ ~ g s t  the Waziris. 

I n  Kkfiristan small pox (cl~ichalr) is unknown. Owing to the glare of the snow which 
lies on the ground for two or three montl~s at a time opthal- 

Bickness and dieensen. mia is very prevalent. Heart disease, colic, rupture, stricture, 
fevers, and tapeworm are common. The sick are not permitted to remain in their I~omcs, but 
are removed to what may be called l~ospitals, situated at  some distance from the village; each 
village is gerierally provided with two such buildings, one for the men and the other for 
the women : in addition to these, every village possesses a lying-in-t1011sc for females. Whilst 
patients are in these hospitals friends may visit then]. llrine, being purified, can on no 
account be administered, and may ouly bc served to those in robust health who cau appreciate 
its virtues. All maladies are attributed to the displeasure of Amra and Dogan. 

I n  some cases of fever the Kirfir adopts thc Waziri treatment of wrapping the individ~ral 
i n  a warm skin and administering as much roasted meat as 

Remedies. 
he can eat. I n  cases of liver complaint, salt and hot wnter 

are prescribed. Colic is treated by a free use of hot Fomentations, while milk and ghee are 
given to the patient to drink. The &ifir Denan 31nlilr was suffering from it wheu I was in 
ChitrC1, and desired Aman-ul-Mulk to send me to hirn; the Badshall however threw obstacles 
in the way and eventually sent his own doctor, from ~vhom I afterwards learned that he 
returned from KBfiristan without healing his patient. Roptnre, or fitak, is another coniplaiut 
very common amongst the men ; the remedy adopted is to foment the iujured part with the 
leaf of the Shu. Tapeworm is attributed to partaking of buttermilk after eatiug beef, and 
many suffer from it, especially women; the remedy consists of pills composed of the bark 
of baborung aud kamhela, two wild plants,  nixed in equal proportio~is with sugar : another 
antidote is the bark or leaf of the wild peach, well boiled nud mixed with sugar. 
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The Klifirs neither burn nor inter the bodies of their dead, but placc them in  roughly 
coustr~lcted coffins, which are cleposited either under the  

Mourning and Funoral rcrc~onics .  sllacle of trees, or in the lcast frcquentcd spots on the hill 
slopes : these graveynrds are situated a t  some little diatallcc from the dwelling hor~ses and 
are used joiutly hy several villnges. As a rule n fcncc of thorny shrubs encloses them. 

\\'bc~l any one dics the nearest malc relatives bctake themselves to the main entrance 
of the darelling, nlld there await the arrival of fricntls who come personally to tender thcir  
condolence; the latter on coming witlrin sight of the I~ouse adopt a style of wa lk~ng  
wllicll denotes grief, and on arriving a t  the door, throw tlomll their wcapons and ncck- 
cloths, mllich are piclteii up by the liearcst relation of the deceased and returned to  their 
respective oancrs. They the11 er~ter  the room,  here the body is lying and act as if bcrcft 
of thcir senses. Women also come to offer sympathy, tlrrowing down their caps and 
behaving in a similar n~nnuer  to the rneu : the female relatio~ls in attendance 011 the corpse 
replace the caps on the mour~ler's heads, and tnke them to the room where the deceased is 
lying, where they give utterance to mournful wails. This ceremony over, the  body is 
washed and bathed by the Pasha, and a clean suit of apparel put on ;  a bright colored 
sheet is the11 thrown over the bed, wllicll is carried out by four men. On the way to  the  
temple, mhicli is dedicated to Nirnialli the god of death, the corpse is frcquently put down 
for the mourners to dance ronnrl it. Aftcr remaining a short wl~ile in the temple the pro- 
cession moves towards the graveyard: tile body is then take11 off the bed and put into a 
wooden box, a covcr is plnced over it, and the bed and a few large boulders put on the top. 
Before closing the coffin the deceased's neapons are deposited along side the body.   he 
friends and relatives then i3eturu to the house and eat a mcal. The corpse can only be placed 
in the cotfin by priests, or by men ml~o  have been successful in their raids against Maho- 
medans. The nest f cn  days are devoted to  carving a mooden figure of the  deceased, which 
is dressed up aud rested against the coffin or nearest tree wit11 great ceremony. 

These ceremonies are practised by all sectiol~s of Kkfirs, and if there does happen t o  
be any differeuce it lies in the carriage of the body before Nirmalli, which is not universally 
adopted: some follow anotller procedure and move in procession t o  the god Gish ; this can 
uever be doue before mid-day, as Gisll is said to be lazy. The body is placed before the  idol 
and the Pasha is made to drink ; when somewl~nt inebriated he is consulted by the Ota as an  
oracle, and invariably says that this calamity has befallen the deceased owing to  his having 
shewn a leaning towards the Malromcdans. As the sentence liltely to he prononnced for 
such a fault may prove a very severe one, the Pasha is expected to intercede for the deceased 
aud to pray that the lives and mags of his cllildren may atone for his neglect and unfaith- 
fnlness. The high-priest approving OF this utterance of the Pasha dismisses the assembly, 
and the corpse is taken to the temple of Nirmalli. The bodies of those who have been 
s~lccessful in slaying Mahomedans, are carried backwards and forwards between the temple 
and l~ouse for three consecutive days prior to being taken to the graveyard; their carved 
figures decked in bright colors are moreover annually taken in procession round the village 
to which the deceased belo~rged. 

A K6fir on decapitating a Mahornedan carries the head to the temple dedicated to 
CerenloniPs performed R,lcn =& the god Amra, and those, who have seen him arrive, give 

b r i n e  in o bfahomcdnn hend. intimation to the village by shouting I s h r ~ ,  ishru. The 
hero is received a i t h  great acclamations of joy, and conducted to the dancing ground, where 
11e is presented with food and wine: after he  has partaken of these the women in a body 
s u r r o u ~ ~ d  him, and one from the crowd exclaims "al!gesh, allgesh", s ig~~ i fy ing  that Gesh 
has been appeased. The drums are then sounded and drnciug commences. Cows and sheep 
are brought as offerings, and the Mahornedan's head placed on a high tree. Any one who 
has killcd two such enemies is considered a great man, and those who have slain five are per- 
mitted to wear an  ear-ring. 

Of all notable deeds amongst Kdfirs that of slaying a Mahomedan is reckoned first;, 
and any oue performing i t  always enjoys certain privileges; a t  dances, he is allowed t o  
wield a k a t ~ r i  or hatchet over his head; his 6hut is  adorned a i t h  shells; a t  all festival6 
he receives a douhle portion of the offering; aud his wives are permitted to wear a red 
tuft  or knot on their caps. Kdfirs mho have not killed a Mahomedan have their food served 
up by their wives with their faces turned away. 

The inferior class of Khfirs, known collectively as Barri, comprise barbers, black- 
smiths, shepherds and carpenten, and near  the shiah poshiik, or  black gnrh : if one of them 
slays a Aiahomedan he caullot display the head before the god (iesh, but has to take i t  to 
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Mane; the title of Shamsh is given him for the deed, and a dance got up in his honor; 
but 11e eujoys no other privilege except the exemption of himself and fanlily from being 
sold into slavery. I t  may not be out oE place to mention here that amongst Kbfire the 
practice of slavery is confined to sclling members of tlie Barri class and prisoners of war. 
For instance, in 1882 the native convert Saiad Shah, formerly a resident of Kunnr, purchased 
from Miah Gul of Arnawai, a lad of the l3arri class who is at present being educated in the 
Pesl~kwur Mission schools. 

The KBfir festivals are numerous and occur at all seasons of the year except winter ; 

Fcetirnls. 
during July they are especially frequent. Mollday corres- 
pollds to the Christian Sabhath. When the harvest is ready 

nnd the grapes are gathered great rejoicings take place; these feasts are strictly adhered to. 
To pick grnpes at any but the regular time is an offence punishable by fine, nnlese it waa 
donc for the purpose of entertaining guests. The principal festivals are as followe :- 

Qord-i-dilla ... Held on Ihc 22nd July ... When the crops are cut. 
P h i  or Mani lao ... 28 dogs aftcr the 1st ... When Mono is invoked and nehea thrown over him. 
Asdn ... ... 28 ,, 2nd ... When crops ore cnt and honcy cxtractd. 
Mnnznlao ... 40 ,, ad... ... ... ... 
Nillo ... ... ... ... Held in honor of Bibi Fathima. 
Ietri chat-i-nath ... ... ... A h~stirul of rejoicing. 
Agar ... ... Ecld on Mondays ... When visits are paid to the principnl deitiea. 

The language of the Kbfirs on close examination bears some similarity to Sanscrit ; 
each valley has a separate dialect, which is uniutelligible 

K& tongne. 
to the inhabitants of the others, though many words are 

common throughout. 1 tried to asccrtaiu if written characters ever existed amongst them, 
but could gain no satisfactory illformation. No mauuscripts or inscriptions exist, and the 
idea of the KLfirs being of Greek origin cannot he entertained. I n  counting, they reckon 
up to twenty, and then repeat the r~umerals, addiug the number of scores that have occurred; 
for example for fifty-one, they would say J u ,  bish, e jush, e;  Ju is 2, bish 20, $ah 10 and e 
one. This method is also in vogue with the Chitriilis. 

The following are a few Kbfri words with their corresponding meaning in English :- 

9;f.i. English. 

I)arGn ... 
KGnd ... 
Inn rtiwi ... 
Minji ... ... Ietri 
Miri ... 
Sl~ar i  ... 
Basnt ... 
A116 ... 
Augi ... 
6iri or Shi 
Anchin ... 
Our ... 
DGrG ... 
D i g  ... 
I)i ... 
Toman ... 

Agil ... 
W,C"Vin ... 
Dn ... 
Parish ... 
Tnra ... 

... God or crentor ... High-priest ... Prlest ... Bow ... Arrow ... Bow string ... hion ... Wumnn ... Corpse ... Coffin ... Heaven ... Meat ... F ~ r e  
... Hend ... 
.., EK ... Gunpowder 
... Bnll ... Swnrd 
... Troasera ... hieat 
,., H111 ... Vulley 
... Snow 
... Rain ... Wine ... Wine ... Well ... Stnr ... Ccmetery ... Flour 
... Bull ... Cow ... Sharp ... Goat ... Firewood ... Wntor ... Horse ... Wind 

Autumn ... 
... 6pr1ng ... Green ... Red 

Kor ... ... Foot. ... Knnari ... Lotn or Jug. 
NGjin ... ... Nails (finger). ... Ar ... Hand. 
Abun ... ... Finger. 
6110 .., G h u m  or Jar. ... ... A n i  bacha ... Roast meat. ... Bfia ... Moon. ... Sli ... Sun. ... Inju Girl. 
P i ~ r  ... ... Boy. ... B6r ... Bread. 
Vnh ... ... To eat. ... Zu ... Milk. ... Nownl~ ... Butter milk. ... Tuppa ... Ma~chlock. ... D h n k  or zimak Hospitality. 
Sbul a ... ... Cnnal. 
Kuluialla or Din ... R i m .  ... lvnsunt ... Hot wealher. ... Tan or Nbt Dance. ... Rig ... Dnncing. ... JIIZ ... Soup. ... 0 ... Salt. 

g:z 1 by Karnoz tribe ... :::$. 
... S11ilm ... Evening. ... B6rli kd ... Morning. ... S h y  ... Hair. 

Drus ... ... Qrape. ... Q6m ... Wheat. ... Slitilti ... Cheese. ... TGt ... Fnthcr. 
Nun ... .,. Mo~hcr. 
Riapan ... ... Iron. ... Katir  ... Dagger. ... M U R ~ U  ... Dsnth. ... bl6rri  ... Dead. ... H u n  ... Right. ... Ch6p ... Left. ... Am& ... House. ... Jenzr ... To kill. ... H a ~ n z s  bi ,.. I e m g b g -  
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Kdf i .  

E 
Ju 
lh 
Chic 
Punch 
Chi 
sut. 
Usl1ut 
Nif 
J ~ e h  
B .Irish 
J U E ~ I  ju 
Jush tru 
Jush c h h  

Xnglirh. 

P~st ,e  
Blood 
Villago 
I RUI plemrd 
I nm ~leepy 
Bring 
Seat 
White 
Tree 
Nose 
seed 
Walnut 

Ashi ... 
l'utch ... 
Patul ... 

Numerals. 

Kdfri. 

JIIP~I punch 
J I I P ~ I  chi 
JIISII nut. 
J~lsl i  rlshut 
Jus l~  ilif 
Llisl~ir ... 
Bishir jush 
J I ~  Bisllir 
Ju hisl~ir josh 
l'ro bisl~ir 
T ~ I I  hipl~ir jush 
Clr llr hiallir 
Cllur bisl~ir jush 
Punch bishir 

I nm coming. 
Going. 
L)o not approach me. 
Gmsr. 
Flower. 
Good. 
Uatl. 
Jilnrk. 
Toot,h. 
hloutl~. 
Lend. 
Earth. 

Am badiista paltam bat toe mash kashta kalash? If I fall from off the hill top what will you do? 
J u  suri.cham am jalam. . . . . . . . . .  I will put on you a sltin. 
Ju tu  da gi de suta. . . . . . . . . . . . .  I r i l l  give you alms. 
To she da gi khairata kalam. . . . . . . . . .  I will make much kl~airath. 
To an alam. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Before Amra I will malte an offering. 
Shams Gish. . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... Wcll done Gish. 
Le nat toli Gish. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dauce well before Gish. 

The houses of the Kifirs, which generally consist of 2 or 3 stories, are constructed 
mostly of ~vood and are erected on the slopes of hills; they 

Dwellings. 
are kept remarkably c l e a ~ ~  and ornamcnted with carviugs. 

The ground floor is generally utilized for stacking timber and dried dung. The second story, 
which is reaclred by a ladder made from the trunk of a tree, with deep notches cut on it, 
gellerallp acts as a store for butter, cheese and dried fruits, but is sometimes, during the winter 
months, used as a sleeping room. The third story is the actual abode of the family ; the 
rooms of this upper floor are badly ventilated, but present a neat aud clean appearance; the 
doorways arc highly carved and a figure of Gulshor, the god of domestic peace, is set up over 
the main entrance. The furniturc is sca~ltg, but a table, benches and stools are to be seen in 
every house. Beds are roughly constructed, and not unlike the ordinary Indian charpai, but 
instead of beiug laced with string have leather strips runniilg across the frame-work. 

Hamlets are erected at  the elltrance of the different valleys, to act as temporary 
abodes. Tents are unknown, but caves are sometimes used as dwellings. Meals are eaten 
by men and women together. All flesh is considered clean, even that of dogs and jackals; 
but fish is seldom eaten. The use of oil for illumination is unknown, but piue torches are 
employed to light up the interior of a house. The women are not permitted to eat honey 
extracted from hives, as it is supposed to produce barrellness. Wine is kept in woman, aud a 
~uilicient quantity is take11 out for the evening's repast and drunlc from silver cups or skins. 

Before entering on a campaign, the KQfir tribe that takes the initiative sends a bow 

gihr urns m d  warfare. 
and arrow to the foe, receiving in return a bullet. The 
KBfir only resorts to warfare to defend his home, but the 

Mahomedans attack Kgfirs simply because they are infidels. I n  these wars the Kdfirs shew 
a high sense of honor towards their bitterest ellemies ; for if the Mahomedan he hard pressed 
aud places his hands on the breast of the KBfir, the latter immediately desists from striking 
and permits hia foe to  go free. 
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